
Big Sandy Lake Association Meeting  
Big Sandy Lodge – 9/14/19 

  
  Called to Order at 8:32 a.m.  

 Board Members Present:  Bruce Johnson, Christopher Krolak, Ben Gisselman, Jack Johnson, Russ 
Thompson, Dick Beatty, Laurie White, John Pilney, Janet Hill, Margo Gisselman, Stu Mortrude, Kathy 
Beatty 

 
Others Present: Bob Greifzu 

 
A. Review and Approve August Meeting Minutes, Kathy moved, Dick seconded 
   
B. Review August Membership Report, 586 members, 35 business memberships  

Review and Approve August Treasurer’s Report, Janet moved, Stu seconded 
Kathy mentioned that she received an audit notice directing her to review statements to ensure 
accuracy-inaccuracies existed and therefore she met with the bank in person to resolve the various 
issues, new process in place wherein CD statements will be included in the future to make things 
more clear 

 
C. President’s Report 

a. Review Wild Rice Days Booth 
All agreed that the event was fun and folks always enjoy the map.   Discussion regarding the 
publication of that map at some point, possibly in the newsletter.  Ben suggested having the 
cost of membership more front and center, suggestion by Kathy as to having a Wild Rice 
Days membership-special next year.  Flyswatters were popular.   

b. Voyageur Press Ads 
Discussion that our recent ads were very well done-group was pleased with that outreach. 

c. Gifts to Charities 
Bruce reminded the group to be mindful of local charities/causes that we can be 
contributing to.  Examples are, the Don Sather cause, the Lions, the Chamber/Wild Rice 
Days, the Angels, the Fireworks.  The group agreed we want to create a list of commonly-
contributed to causes and then budget for those annual donations.   

d. Time Limits on Guest Speakers 
Group agreed to limit guest speakers to 5 minutes, unless they have arranged prior to be on 
the agenda for a particular topic.  In that event, the time limit will be 15 minutes.       

 
D. Old Business  

a. Fish Ladder Update (Dick) 
Any creation of a fish ladder at the federal dam would require public hearing/public 
input.  Misinformation exists out there regarding the replacement of the dam.  The 
present proposal is to replace portions of the dam that are eroding, at a cost of 
approximately $7 million.  Repairs would involve shutting down the dam entirely one 
half at a time.  Dick posed the question as to whether we would want to request that a 
public hearing occur.  In anticipation that the Corps is going to be putting out a public 
notice of dam renovation, the group agreed Stu that we request the Corps to have a 
public hearing on the first Saturday in November if possible.  This would hopefully occur 



after our regular monthly Board meeting.  Dick will reach out to the Corps.  Motion 
made by Stu, seconded by Russ.   

b. Update on Love Your Lake 
Venue is booked, etc. topic not yet decided.  Bruce suggested loons and the correlation 
with lake health as a topic.  Other possible topics include fishing.   

c. Wakeboard Meeting Status 
Laurie is leading the effort to have further discussion from all stakeholders for the 
purpose of getting input regarding this issue.  Laurie proposed documenting changes on 
shorelines via photography at different times of the year as part of this research.   

d. Wash Stations-Ben visited a site on Mille Lacs to see one of the CD3 stations but it 
wasn’t there.  Christopher mentioned his conversation with Steve Hughes and the 
prospect of us investing in portable decontamination units.  Ben to continue to look at 
both options.   

 
E. New Business 

a.  RV Park at Minnesota National 
 49 separate sites being developed for RV use, some camping allowed as well, each site 

has its own power, septic will flow into one common drain field 
 

F. Director’s Reports   
a. Dick-DNR recently assessed area of flowering rush near the Rorem cabin and physically 

removed a portion, will reassess in spring.  Dick to stay in contact with DNR and follow-up 
on their reassessment next season.   

b. Janet-Won’t be in attendance at next meeting, but wants to get ahead of gathering articles 
for the newsletter.  Dick to write something about the flowering rush, another article to be 
written regarding the dam project, Janet open to any other article ideas, Ben to contribute 
something    

c. Stu-Has a number of welcome bags to distribute 
d. John Pilney-More water testing results available which were not as good for the lake as last 

report from a dissolved phosphorous standpoint, secchi disk readings were also poorer, 
river data was consistent    

e. Kathy-Envelopes with new logo printed.  Kathy also learned that our contact, Amanda, is 
leaving Kennecott.   

f. Russ-Handed off some historical info to Laurie that she’ll review for possible article ideas 
 
H.  Other Items for Discussion 

a. Stu-mentioned that one of the area VRBOs recently had its septic system replaced due to its 
increased use 

b. Margo added that real estate could be an additional topic for Love Your Lake  
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:32  Janet moved, Margo seconded 
 
Next Board meeting is on Saturday October 12, 2019 at 8:30 a.m., at the Big Sandy Lodge.   
 


