
 
Big Sandy Lake Association Meeting 

Big Sandy Lodge – 10/10/2020 

Called to Order at 8:30 a.m. 

Board Members Present: Bruce Johnson, Dick Beatty, Stu Mortrude, Margo Gisselman, Tom Meyers, 
Christopher Krolak, Laurie Hamre, John Pilney, Ann Rorem, Kathy Beatty, Russ Thompson, John Sturner, 
Laurie White, Jack Johnson 

Others Present: Ron Smith - Shamrock Township 

Review and Approve September Meeting Minutes:   Stu moved to approve, Jack seconded. 

B. Review and Approve September Treasurer’s Report: John Sturner moved to approve, Ann 
seconded  
Review September Membership Report:  Currently at 632 total members, including 40 business 
memberships.   

C. President’s Report 

a. DNR Fish Tracking  A committee was formed in March of 2020 to track whether we are losing 
fish (particularly walleye) under the dam and if so, whether there should there be a fish passage for 
them to get back into the lake. The committee includes participation by the DNR and the Army 
Corps of Engineers and is monitored by the University of Iowa. About 60 fish monitors have been 
anchored to date and are floating near the lake bottom and up to 6 feet off the bottom. When a fish 
with an embedded transmitter passes, the monitor will record that information. Once information is 
available from the 5-year study, a response to the fish passage question will be recommended. 
The committee has asked for our help in watching out for any fish caught that have a transmitter 
implanted so those fish can be returned to the lake. There were many questions about the process 
and Bruce will invite Rick Bruesewitz or someone from the Fisheries Department to a future 
meeting to respond.   

b. Boat Launch Improvements The launch near Hillcrest has now been repaired by the DNR and 
Bruce reported that they’ve done a very good job. Now the launch near Zorba’s needs work and 
Bruce has written a letter to the DNR asking that they proceed on that project and hopefully include 
a blacktop section the goes all the way to the water as the section currently is mud. He will wait for 
a response and follow-up. Tom Meyers indicated that if Bruce doesn’t get a response from them, 
he can call with an alternate possible contact person at the Grand Rapids DNR office.  

 

D. Old Business 

a.  Update on Signs for Boat Launches   A new version of possible wording for the sign is 
attached here for further discussion at our November meeting 

b.  Update on Government Dam Repair No bids have been finalized yet so overall schedule for 
the dam project is not yet available and may change from the previous schedule which called for 
starting the project in the Fall of 2020.  

 



c. Update on Surf Boats We will continue to work on a plan for boating education, working in 
partnership with Willey’s and Wayne Floe and the Sheriff’s Department, and present a finalized 
version sometime in the Spring. In addition, once the U of MN project is complete, their report will 
be made available to the membership. 

d. Big Sandy Lake Assn Christmas Project Bruce asked if we might want to develop some type 
of Christmas program sponsored by the lake association for our community – i.e. gift cards for 
needy families, etc. Further discussion and any decision were tabled until our November meeting. 

E. New Business 

 a. Discussion About 2021 Membership Billing Our 2021 membership billing is scheduled to go 
 out in January. Bruce requested that Kathy bring a sample membership packet to our 
 November meeting so we can make changes if necessary and Kathy can order the supplies for our 
 January process. 
 

b. Status of November Newsletter This is Ann Rorem’s first newsletter as the person in charge of 
the project, and she reported that although she has received some of the articles previously 
requested, some are still due. Ann will be following up and tracking down missing articles. A Save-
the-Date announcement for our Spring Event (pending COVID-19 requirements) will be included in 
this newsletter.  

 
F. Director’s Reports 
 
 a.  List of Committees and New Assignments Kathy will send a list of current committees along 
 the with names of those who serve on each committee so that we can see where we need  help 
 and request assistance from new members and determine new assignments at the November 
 meeting. 
 

  b. Invasive Species Report   Christopher reported that no zebra mussels have been reported on 
 detectors in the lake so far, and no news is good news. We’re still waiting for final information 
 from Boat Launch inspections conducted over the summer. Complete data will not be available 
 until around the end of the year. It is anticipated that total inspections were down this year though,
 because inspection sites were short staffed. Approximately 24 staff are needed to cover launches 
 for the days and hours needed but it has been difficult to find people to fill those positions. 

 

G. Guest Speakers 
 
 Dan Guida – Aitkin County Sheriff  About 60 buoys were removed from the lake this past week; 
 buoys wear out on Big Sandy more often than other lakes due to changing water levels and the 
 wear and tear on the anchoring chains. We have two types of buoys on the lake: 1) 
 danger/hazard buoys and 2) controlled/no wake zone buoys. Buoys are always controversial and 
 people don’t always like them.  Fewer buoys are considered better by lake users but many people 
 are also worried about safety. Dan reported the calling the DNR about lake issues now is sometime 
 problematic – staffing is short – and adding staff is not likely to happen due to budgetary 
 constraints. Since public safety is important to County Commissioners, it’s sometimes a good idea 
 to call them about issues and there will likely be a response.  Goals are to keep the lake as safe as 



 possible for all users. John Sturner offered to put together a resolution on behalf of the BSLA board 
 to encourage more staffing at the DNR. Many of the lakes in our area are in high use at this time, 
 and we will probably continue to need more service to cover increased activity in Aitkin County. 
 Sherriff Guida reported that statistics show that crime is about the same as previous years – 
 although crimes seem to occur more in single areas at one time and enforcement is then increased 
 and arrests are made and then crime pops up in other areas. There have been more medical 
 emergencies recently. Three boating accidents on one weekend in 3 different lakes occurred 
 recently. The department’s air boat is available but used rarely except for emergencies because it’s 
 very noisy. The water patrol is still out on the water – just checking, but their presence seems to be 
 important in holding down reckless behavior. 
 More permits to carry have been issued recently. The permit does require education. Some permits 
 are turned down due to previous record issues and in general, more are turned down than before. 
 
 Ron Smith - Shamrock Township reported: 

 Zorba’s would partner with us if we are interested in co-sponsoring a public fishing pier at 
their location if we are interested.  

 The township is working on a grant with the DNR for walking trails and a new T-Ball field 
near the school. The current tennis courts will be taken out and moved toward the east, 
and a pickle ball court may be added. 

 The township is considering mowing the road to fire tower.  
 Junk on the road is a problem – perhaps because recent clean-up days have been 

cancelled; John Sturner asked if the township might consider having a modified clean-up 
day – maybe by appt?  

 There are 54 public accesses on the lake; Shamrock township is committed to holding on 
to all of them; no sales are planned. 

 A question about building projects near BSL shoreline came up with a request about what 
to do if there is evidence that a building permit has not been issued. Tom Meyers brought 
a particular example to the board and has requested info from the zoning commission with 
no response at this time. Tom will continue to request a response from Terry Neff.  

  
Adjournment moved by Ann Rorem and Dick Beatty seconded.  Meeting adjourned at 10:45 am.        

 
Next Meeting is Saturday November 14, 2020, at 8:30 a.m. at the Big Sandy Lodge.   

 



Welcome to Big Sandy Lake 
Enjoy your visit – we’re glad you’re here! 

 
 
Please help prevent the spread of aquatic invasive species: 

 Clean aquatic plants and animals from watercraft, trailers     (lake map here 
and equipment                    with 

 Drain water from ballast or fish containers      “You Are Here” star) 
 Dispose of unwanted bait in trash 

 
Boaters: 

 Own your wake! Please be responsible 
 Monitor your music volume – be respectful of others 
 Please maintain 200 feet from end of any dock 
 Jet-ski hours: 9:30 a.m. to 1 hour before sunset 

 
 
We support walleye slot limits - All walleye less than 14 inches or greater than 18 inches in length must be immediately 
returned to the water, except a person's daily and possession limit may include one walleye over 26 inches in length. 
 

We Appreciate Your Support – bigsandylakemn.org 


