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What a wonderful winter! We’ve had lots of great snow and ice for fishing, skiing, 
snowmobiling and just being outside. 

The best news we’ve received this winter is that our lake was awarded Star Lake 
designation. We should be proud of our membership as a number of people gave 
time and support to our board to earn this award. John Sturner and many others 
contributed great effort to plan and execute the results for this achievement. This 
process was planned and promoted a few years back and was followed through to a 
successful completion by a number of people. Thanks to all those who participated. 

Now all of us must continue the effort to keep our lake Number One. Yes, I said 
Number One, as we are the largest of the eleven lakes that have been awarded this 
honor to date. Thanks to all of our members for your help and encouragement. 

 Let us enlist our lake friends who are not currently members of our association 
to commit to join us to continue our goals of maintaining clean water, great fishing, 
water sports, beautiful shorelines and a healthy environment for all. We still have a 
job to do.

I want to thank Brian Napstad, our County Commissioner; Scott Turner, our Sher-
iff; Deputy Dan Guida; Brent Speldrich, DNR; Rick Brusewitz, Fisheries; Ron Smith, 
Shamrock Township Board; Janet Smude, Aitkin County Soil and Water and Brittany 
Raveill, Managing Editor of the McGregor Voyageur Press; all of whom gave us their 
support and help. We salute our BSLA Board members, past and present, for the 
hours of work and planning that have gone into our lake programs.

We need to go ahead with our efforts to attract and train part time monitors for 
our public boat ramps if we 
are to prevent invasive species 
from entering our lake. This is 
a major project towards achiev-
ing our goal of a cleaner lake. 
Minnesota is in great danger of 
losing many of our lakes to this 
problem. I hope that our DNR 
will hold a training session this 
spring for volunteers to help our 
Student Monitors. I will keep 
you advised of this program. 
Please reread my comments 
on this subject in our last letter, 
November 2010.

Let us hear from you.

Thanks again for your help 
and advice. 
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The BSLA board of directors 
began the journey to Star Lake 
status nearly two years ago, 
shortly after the legislature es-
tablished the program. Along the 
way we developed an updated 
lake management plan that rec-
ognizes the critical issues facing 
our lake, such as invasive spe-
cies, and the plan will guide the 
board for the next five years. 

On Dec 17th, 2010, we com-
pleted our mission in a ceremony 
at the Big Sandy Lodge where 
we were officially recognized and 
awarded a check for $3,800.00 by 
the Star Lakes and Rivers Board. 
That is the largest award made to 
date and was based on a scoring 
matrix of our application. 

Some of the money will be 
spent on signage on Hwy.65 and 
at boat ramps on the lake, letting 
folks know that we are indeed one of Minnesota’s Star Lakes, which is an honor. 

I might add that we are the only large lake that has been able to meet the criteria to apply. The letter 
to the right, sent to us by the Star Lakes Board president, Dale Gustafson, says it all.

A Star is Born
Finally, the hard work pays off for residents of Big Sandy Lake...

By John Sturner

BSLA BoArd of dIrEcTorS
Name	 Phone	 Email

Jack Johnson ..................... 426-3768 leedda41@frontiernet.net 

John Pilney ........................ 768-2106 jppilney@aol.com

Bill Reed  ..........................  426-0137 williammreed@yahoo.com

Neal Sampson.................... 426-4525 neals1@frontiernet.net 

Karen Tero ........................ 426-4072 marvandkaren@frontiernet.net

Jim Carlson, Liaison ............. 426-4256 carlsona@frontiernet.net

Bob Greifzu, Liaison ............  426-4055 mcragbag@hotmail.com

Jim Knoble, Liaison .............. 426-3867 jknoble@frontiernet.net

Mark Johnson, Liaison ... 612-219-8037 markjjohnson@q.com

Jim Krezowski, Pres. ................ 426-3194  krezco@frontiernet.net

John Sturner, V. Pres. ............... 426-5436 johnsturner@comcast.net

Brian Herbranson, Treas. .....................  bherbranson@yahoo.com

Karen Trembley, Sec. ............... 426-4421 

John Merboth ........................ 426-3606 syljohn@frontiernet.net

Mark Anderson ............... 952-913-5891 halsteadcomm@aol.com

Dean Anderson ...................... 426-3516 mainmoose463@yahoo.com

Vern Awes ............................. 426-4170 vawes@frontiernet.net

Bruce Johnson ....................... 426-5221 bwj4@comcast.net

Name	 Phone	 Email

Thanks to all of you who purchased BSLA logo items during the months of November and December.  We were 
surprised at how many logo items were purchased, ostensibly as Christmas gifts for friends and family, and hope 
you’ll all enjoy your purchases.

The old-fashioned glasses with the etched Big Sandy Lake image on one side and the walleye on the other side 
was the biggest seller.  I’ve purchased a few sets myself, because they are a great gift item.

Please keep in mind that you can order Big Sandy logo merchandise year-round by simply e-mailing me with your 
orders and I can deliver them in the Big Sandy Lake area within a 10 mile radius of the lake.  We are planning to 
add a couple more items this spring to promote our lake and to help support the lake association.

Send your e-mails to me at:  bwj4@comcast.net and I promise to get back to you promptly.

Letter from the Editor... Bruce Johnson, editor, BSLA Newsletter





2010 Summary report
Watercraft Inspection results at Big Sandy Lake

Submitted by Neal Sampson

The Big Sandy Lake Association received a prevention grant from the MN DNR in May of 2010 for 170 hours of 
inspection time during the 2010 watercraft inspection season, with an equal amount matched by the MN DNR. 
The contract dates were May 13th through September 15th. Although the original contract was written to go only 
thru September 15th, we had inspectors at the accesses thru the end of September. Big Sandy Lake Association 
will only be billed for hours during the time the contract was enacted. Twenty watercraft inspectors were hired in 
the Brainerd area and some of them were assigned to work at the Big Sandy Lake access to accomplish the 340 
hours. 
The inspection process consists of 

a six-question survey that ensures 
that boaters are aware of the is-
sues surrounding invasive species 
and incorporates the inspector 
walking the boater around the wa-
tercraft to show them where they 
should be looking for invasive species. Survey questions focus on boater knowledge and behavior with informa-
tion given on the impacts of invasive species and what can be done to prevent their spread. 
inspection results 
Watercraft Inspectors worked 369 hours (250 hours of access time and 119 hours of drive time) at the Big 

Sandy Lake accesses. Of these hours, 336 (226.75 hours of access time and 109.25 hours of drive time) fell with-
in the contract dates of May 7th to September 15th, 2010. For the 2010 season 317 inspections were completed 
(table 1).
Out of the 318 watercraft inspected at Big Sandy Lake 9 were found to have attached vegetation upon exiting 

the lake. These watercraft were inspected prior to traveling to another access. No other plants or animals were 
found on any watercraft. 
The following information has been provided as a summary of the inspections 

done at Big Sandy Lake in the 2010 season. Information we gather helps us un-
derstand risks involved, for example boaters coming from waters infested with 
zebra mussels are more likely to transport zebra mussels than those coming from 
non-infested water bodies. 
The surveys done during the inspection process found that 14 boaters out of 318 

inspections completed had come to Big Sandy Lake 
from a water body in Minnesota known to be infested 
with zebra mussels. The majority of these watercraft 
were coming from Mille Lacs Lake (table 2).

The surveys found that about 3% of the boaters who 
were inspected either entering or exiting Big Sandy 
Lake had come from another state. These boats likely 
represent another high-risk group (table 3). 
We use a decal with the current year on it to track if a boater has been inspected 

in the current year. Boaters who have been inspected in the current year are more 
likely to be educated about invasive species and how to prevent their spread. Below is the number of inspections 
broken down by whether they had a cur-
rent year decal and would be a repeat, 
had a previous year’s decal and had 
talked to us in past years, or had never 
spoken to us before (table 4). 

We have data for 318 boaters who were 
asked if they are familiar with invasive 
species, 9 or 2.8% of them were not fa-
miliar with invasive species. When asked 
if they were familiar with Eurasian water milfoil 3 out of 318 or 0.9% said they were not familiar. We also asked 
boaters if they were familiar with zebra mussels and the problems they cause and 13 out of 318 or 4% of boaters 
said they were not familiar with zebra mussels. These numbers illustrate that many of the boaters who are us-
ing Big Sandy Lake have a higher rate of knowledge about the problems associated with invasive species and the 
specific problems that are caused by Eurasian water milfoil and zebra mussels.

table 2. watercraft enter-
ing or exiting Big Sandy 
Lake that last used zebra 
mussel infested waters.

table 3

table 4 - Decal summary, Big Sandy Lake, 2006 to 2010



Did You Know...?
By Robert O. Harder

Did you know the old “ranger tower” adjacent to 
the Shamrock Town Hall & tennis courts along Bell 
Horn Bay (on County 14) is listed on the National 
Historic Lookout Registry? 

Sometimes familiarity can reduce the exceptional 
to ordinary commonplace. Like the proverbial 
Brooklynites who no longer notice the Statue of 
Liberty, we long-time Sandy Lakers, with our daily 
trips up and down the Park Road, barely glance 
anymore in the direction of the tower, the structure 
having seemingly gotten lost in the red pine for-
est surrounding it--both figuratively and literally. 
Perhaps, while we are enduring yet another of our 
typically long Minnesota winters, we might spare a 
few moments to refresh our memories about what 
is truly a local treasure--Big Sandy Lake Fire Tower, 
US#65, MN#3.

Aided by the records of retired MN DNR District 
Forester & BSLA member, Larry Bunge, a brief 
history of the tower follows. In September, 1932, 
Ranger P.W. Swedberg of Moose Lake, MN received 
orders from Mr. Grover Conzet, Director, State of 
MN Division of Forestry, to erect a new metal look-
out tower (structure type specified as a “4 post 
step”) at Sandy Lake to replace the aging, smaller 
wood tower then in place. A Mr. Anderson of Hill City 
was to arrange transport of building materials from 
the supplier, the Pittsburg-Des Moines Company 
(Sandy Lake’s tower would be one of the few they 
manufactured) and to arrange for “relief labor” from 
Sandy Lake’s “E.C.W. camp” (the original acronym 
for the Depression-era Emergency Work Act, which 
later became the C.C.C., or Civilian Conservation 
Corps). Mr. Conzet stipulated that “extra heavy 
corners” should be installed as “this sets on top of 
the hill and is the most exposed of any tower we 
have. There will not be much of it in the ground on 
account of the slope, so . . . an extra yard of ce-
ment to each corner would be well.”  Work began 
in early 1933 after steel and materials arrived and 
weather permitted, with Mr. Harold Schupple” in 
charge of all [CCC labor and] construction.”

On May 19, 1933, at a total cost of $1,020, the 
new 94’ high steel tower was declared completed 
on the Forest Service’s 10-acre hill site. With 112 
“treads” (steps) and 14 landings, its “crows-nest” 
or metal/glass cab measured 7’ X 7’ and was fully 
outfitted with all the latest equipment to make 
observations and take sight bearings to specifi-
cally locate and fight forest fires in coordination 
with other nearby north-central Minnesota Forest 

Service towers. After six decades of faithful service, 
it was restored in 1992-93. The fire tower is still 
actively in use. It was during the 1980s and early 
90s that Larry Bunge’s historical interest in “his” 
tower became thoroughly piqued. That involvement 
led to Larry nominating the facility for listing on 
the Historic Registry, which was officially awarded 
in 1993. 

Larry further informs us that over the years the 
DNR has “let go” portions of its 10 acre trust al-
lotment in Section 16 to be used for certain local 
purposes. These included land ceded to the local 
school district for construction of the Bell Horn Bay 
elementary school (circa 1930s to late 50s) and 
sufficient square footage for Shamrock Township 
to construct a hall and storage buildings. A por-
tion of the land ceded to Shamrock Township was 
also converted into today’s popular, public tennis 
courts.

We can be grateful to Larry Bunge for taking the 
initiative in securing a historic registry designation 
for one of our lake’s most prominent landmarks, 
ensuring its protection and preservation. In keep-
ing with Larry’s fine example, we would further 
encourage all Big Sandy Lake residents to follow 
his community involvement lead by joining us in 
becoming fellow stewards of our most priceless 
and irreplaceable local natural resource--Big Sandy 
Lake itself. For only $20, you can become a proud 
member of the Big Sandy Lake Association, one of 
the most effective policy advocate groups in Aitkin 
County. 

If you are already a BSLA member, we thank 
you. Please give consideration to upgrading your 
membership to Sustaining, Sponsor, Lifetime, or 
Benefactor status (see inside for more details). As 
reported elsewhere in this issue, we have many 
exciting new opportunities opening up to us in 2011 
and beyond by way of our recent award as a Min-
nesota Star Lake! The larger our membership roster 
is, the greater our chances for additional grants, a 
wider recognition of our problems and their solu-
tions, invigorated volunteerism, and all the many 
other things that will help keep Sandy healthy and 
clean for generations to come. BSLA has now been 
officially recognized statewide as one of the very 
best lake associations in Minnesota. Won’t you help 
us get even better?!

Special Acknowledgment: Many thanks to Larry 
Bunge for his invaluable assistance in preparing 
this article



Q&A
A: Furnished by Terry Neff, Environmental Services Director of Aitkin County

Pumping or discharging raw sewage (gray water) is a violation of MN Rules Chapter 7080.1500, Sub.
A; MN Statute 145A.04, Subd.8 and Aitkin County Individual Sewage Treatment System and Wastewa-
ter Ordinance No.1, Section 4.44,B.  These Rules, Statute and Ordinance prohibit the discharge of raw 
sewage, including gray water from a holding tank, to the ground surface. The discharge of raw sewage 
to the ground surface is considered an imminent threat to public health and safety due to the viruses, 
bacteria and disease causing organisms found in raw sewage. Many people may think that gray water 
isn’t that harmful, but it contains millions of harmful bacteria per 100 milliliters of sample.  
The illegal pumping of holding tanks is the main reason why holding tanks are a last resort for septic 
systems. Landowners view holding tanks as an inexpensive septic system to install but fail to realize 
how expensive they can be to maintain. The cost to pump a 1500 gallon holding tank is approximately 
$150.00. Assuming three people living in a home, using normal water usage, the tank would need to 
be pumped about every 10 days or three times per month at a cost of $450.00 per month, or about 
$5,000.00 per year. 
To report the pumping or discharging of gray water (raw sewage), call the Aitkin County Environmental 
Services Department at 218-927-7342. This Department is responsible for enforcement of the above 
mentioned ordinance, which incorporates the above mentioned rules and statute. The penalty for violat-
ing any Aitkin County Ordinance is a misdemeanor punishable by up to a $1000.00 fine and/or 90 days 
in jail. Most first time offenders receive a warning letter. Repeat offenders or in situations that are very 
severe a citation would be issued. Anyone reporting a violation can remain anonymous.

Q: Scenario – a landowner is pumping gray water (raw sewage) from his holding tank to a wooded 
area behind his home. How does a person report this and what are the penalties?  Would there be 
warnings or fines? Can the person reporting this remain anonymous?

Scott	Turner
Aitkin	County	SheriffUs - Working Together

This is the time of year that as this newsletter hits your hands many of you are 
more apt to be thinking about springtime – perhaps even wishing a little time 
away in order to see the warmer temperatures that come once winter has headed 
south. It is also a great time to reflect about life on or around Big Sandy. I have 
said many times that we are better at what we do when we all work together. The 
“us” that is at the title of this article is all of us, law enforcement and public.

With that being said – thank You for all of the help that you have provided, in working to 
make this a better place to live, work and play. Property crimes like burglaries are now at the 
lowest levels in Aitkin County because we have you, community members who care about their 
community and take ownership in what happens within it. 

Nothing exemplifies that teamwork and commitment better than the Big 
Sandy Lake Association recently achieving the status of Star Lake. It no 
doubt took teamwork, dedication and commitment. So, congratulations on 
a job well done!

As we look forward to the coming season around the lake, let us all start 
thinking about how we can make the area the best that it can be. Safety and 
security, just like happiness, is not a destination, but rather a journey that 
we all take together and one in which we all have vested interests. Please 
continue to be our eyes and ears to better accomplish this mission.

Remember our commitment to you and your community and do not hesitate 
to call if you have questions, comments or concerns. emergency – 911 or 
888-900-2138.

As always, enjoy Aitkin County ……………. Safely.



  Snow plowing this winter with all the 
snow and rain has caused the Township 
more snow removal problems this year.  
The snow banks seem to grow daily.  We 
have been plowing and sanding more 
this year.  The ice and heavy snow has 
caused more shrubs and trees to bend 
into the driving area of the road creating 
road hazards.  We also have had to wing 
out the snow banks and push back on 
the corners much more often.  One time 
around to plow and sand for Shamrock 
is about 200 to 250 miles per truck, and 
can take 12 hours or more to complete. 
The maintenance men try to start plow-
ing early before anybody has to leave in 
the morning and then come back and do 
the cleanup. We have had a few problems in some areas of the Township.
  Public parking on the road and turnarounds has created the necessity to plow around the vehicle, 
trailer or snowmobile. Vehicles in the roadway can create a situation whereby the plow driver may have 
to back out of the road, creating an extremely dangerous condition.  This then requires a return of the 
plow driver to finish the job later.  
  People walking on a road or riding a snowmobile should use caution and be aware that they and other 
obstructions are sometimes very difficult to see by the plow driver.
   While widening the roads, our grader operator has found a lot of large rocks, boulders, posts and 
other obstructions that land owners have placed in road right of ways.  This creates problems for the 
driver when he bounces off the obstructions.  When ornamental shrubs and trees are planted in or too 
close to the road edge as they grow they become a road hazard for the public as well has the snow 
plow driver.  We have had to replace mirrors and plow lights several times this year.  The shrubs and 
trees that cause these problems need to be trimmed or removed. The Township would appreciate if 
land owners would voluntarily trim or move these obstructions.
  With the increased size of emergency vehicles, having the roads plowed and winged also makes 
easier access by emergency vehicles.  The obstructions in the right-of-way are also a concern for them, 
especially when these items get covered with snow and are not easy to see.
   When there are high snow drifts, dig out your mail box for the mailman and the 911 address signs, 
so they can be seen by the emergency vehicle drivers.
   Mailboxes are also a concern for snowplowing.  When replacing the mailbox post, the Post Office 
recommends a swing-away post.  There is less damage to a mailbox on the swing away than the fixed 
post.  There is also a concern when the mailbox is placed too close to the traveled portion of the road.  
Swing-away mailbox posts may be purchased from the Aitkin County Highway Department for $53.25.

Snowplowing Concerns from Ron Smith, Chairperson Shamrock Township

Plowing through Winter
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Up-Coming EvEntS  and  arEa information

You can find updates, copies of newsletter articles, coming events and area 
information, as well as the minutes of the monthly board meetings.

oN THE 

WEB...

By Dean Anderson

We have passed a motion to combine the membership and treasury duties by using Quickbooks soft-
ware to streamline the process. 
This program will allow us to either electronically send membership reminders via e-mail, or to send an 
invoice via regular mail. If we have your e-mail address, we will use that method of notification. Other-
wise, we will use regular mail to send you an invoice.
You may have already received your Membership Reminder, or you will be seeing something shortly, 
depending on the information we have for you.
If you are expecting your invoice via e-mail and haven’t seen it yet, check your spam folder. 
We sincerely appreciate your continued membership and support, which helps to make the Big Sandy 
Lake Association one of the best in Minnesota!

THE BoArd of dIrEcTorS WoULd LIkE To 
ANNoUNcE oUr NEW ProcESS for MEMBErSHIP 
IN 2011 ANd BEyoNd!  (goINg grEEN)


