
On Saturday April 18th I was able to 
get my dock and lifts in the lake, this is 
almost a month earlier than usual. The 
weather has been exceptional and I’m 
counting on this summer continuing to 
be great for all of us. Based on what 
I’m seeing on the website for the Army 
Corps of Engineers, our water level 
is below normal but has been slowly 
coming up. I have noticed that the 
buoys have already been installed 
on the lake, but if the lake level does 
remain below normal we must all be 
careful not to hit rocks etc. A little rain could easily get us back to normal in a short time so this 
may not be a concern for very long.

Andrew Streeter will continue to be the board’s lead person working on the boat launches 
monitoring boats coming in to Big Sandy for zebra mussels. Aitkin County and the DNR are 
providing more funding this year and we will also be able to have individuals monitoring boats at 
the launch near the Hillcrest Resort as well as those we have done in the past. The overall plan 
has changed significantly and any concerns or questions about the monitoring may be directed 
to Andrew.

Last Saturday, friends and family of Brian Herbranson cleaned the debris from County 14 
between Sathers and the Prairie River. I’m sure everyone remembers that Brian was a director 
on the BSLA board and that he passed suddenly last June. The association has, for years, been 
responsible for cleaning that section of the road. However, after talking with the Herbranson family 
we decided that getting his family and friends together in the spring and fall each year would be a 
really nice way of carrying Brian’s memory forward. I didn’t actually help with the recent cleaning 
but I was there at the start and can assure you that getting together for this purpose really did give 
a lot of time to think about Brian and what a wonderful person he was.

The Enbridge pipeline project continues and we have been waiting for the state’s required 
certificate of need to be completed, which is supposed to be coming soon.  We continue to hope 
that Enbridge decides to move the pipeline to a more southerly route, out of our flood plain. Some 
of the information we read on the project, such as the amount of money being spent on lobbying, 
tells us that we will be very fortunate to win this battle, but we keep trying as hard as we can.

As always please remember that our lake is a multiuse lake - people are fishing, water skiing, 
boating, jet skiing and probably other activities I haven’t thought of yet.  The lake is large enough 
to satisfy all.  I hope everyone has a wonderful and safe summer.  
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as well as the minutes of the monthly board meetings.



BSLA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Bruce Johnson, Pres. ...218-426-5221 bwj4@comcast.net

John Sturner, V. Pres. ..651-356-1101 Johnsturner6070@gmail.com

Ben Gisselman, Sec. ....612-987-1770 ben@gisselmanlaw.com

Vernon Awes  .............218-426-4170 vawes@frontiernet.net

Jeff Backowski ............218-426-4047 jcbackowski1@gmail.com

Richard Beatty ............651-724-4697 rjb1946@aol.com

Jim Carlson ................218-426-4256 carlsona@frontiernet.net

John Gornick ..............218-426-4607

Janet Hill ........................218-259-4090 janethillnew@gmail.com

Name                                                            Phone                                                    Email

BOARD MEMBERS
Name                                                           Phone                                                            Email

Jack Johnson ..............218-820-7265 DigJack39@gmail.com

Mark J. Johnson .........218-525-3779    markjjohnson@q.com

John Pilney .................651-398-9548  jppilney@aol.com

Andy Streeter ..............218 426-4378    ajs2186@yahoo.com

Karen Trembley...........218-426-4421    trembleyk5@gmail.com

Mickey Utech .............218 426- 3834 mickeyutech@gmail.com

Bob Greifzu, Liaison ......218-426-4055 mcragbag@hotmail.com

Jim Krezowski, Liaison ...612 991-1375 krezco@centurylink.net

Bill Reed, Liaison ...........218-426-0137 wreed4318@yahoo.com

Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Grant  
Funding is Put to Use      by Steve Hughes, Aitkin County SWCD

A committee of local citizens, lake association members, and Aitkin County officials has 
found several ways to optimize state funding granted to Aitkin County for the ongoing 
AIS issue. The committee is focusing its efforts on education, inspection, enforcement, 
decontamination, and rapid response to any future invasive species discovery. 

Three boat decontamination units will be set up in Aitkin County starting on or around May 
9th.  Use of these decontamination units will be free of charge to anyone moving boats (any 
size), docks, and lifts from lake to lake. The locations are:

 •  Willey’s Marine, at the intersection of Hwy 65 and Hwy 6, north of McGregor
 •  Farm Island Repair and Marine, on Hwy 169 about 10 minutes south of Aitkin
 •  A mobile unit that can be easily moved to wherever it is needed, 
  such as fishing contests

Generally, boaters will be asked to have their watercraft decontaminated if there is an 
indication of the threat of transferring aquatic invasive species from one waterbody to another.

In addition to the decontamination units, trained boat inspectors will be placed at sixteen 
accesses in Aitkin County, plus several more to be decided by the AIS committee. Lakes 
included are:  Big Sandy, Minnewawa, Lone, Cedar, Spirit, Ripple, Farm Island, Round, Clear. 
Approximately 24 inspectors will be hired for part-time, seasonal work. All inspectors will need to be trained by the DNR and 
pass a proficiency test. These inspectors will be on hand to help boaters learn how to find “hitchhikers” and comply with State 
Invasive Species laws. Inspections are likely to take five to ten minutes, to get boaters on their way in a short amount of time. 

The Big Sandy Lake Association applied for and received a grant to allow for monitors to be placed at four accesses on Big 
Sandy: the narrows near the old Trader’s Post, the access down the road east of Hillcrest Resort, the access on the Sandy 
River across from Zorbaz, and the access at the federal dam on the north end of the lake. These accesses will be monitored 
from early May through late September.  

Coolers of fresh water will be on hand at each inspection site, so that bait water can be dumped and replaced on the spot 
and minnows or leeches can be kept alive for another fishing trip. This inspection effort is intended to be educational and 
help the boater understand the purpose of the invasive species laws.

 
Early detection can prevent the spread of zebra mussels and other invasives, so the AIS committee will also cooperate 

with local lake associations, RMB Environmental Laboratories, and the county to perform sampling to detect veliger (larva) 
and other invasives in Aitkin County lakes.  As some of you may have heard, it appears that early detection in Christmas 
Lake in Hennepin County may have allowed efforts there to greatly curb or even halt a new infestation of zebra mussels. 
This example highlights the value of ongoing prevention and inspection efforts.  



Enbridge Update                                 by Janet Hill

On Monday, April 13, Administrative Law Judge Eric Lipman gave his recommendation to the MN Public Utilities Commission 
in favor of granting Enbridge a Certificate of Need (CON) for the Sandpiper pipeline. This was a disappointment, but not 
unexpected. The good news is that Eric Lipman’s report is not the final word; the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
board will vote in early June, after hearing arguments in response to the ALJ’s report. 

If the PUC chooses to approve the CON, we will enter the route selection phase of the Sandpiper permitting process. If 
they choose to deny it, we still have a pipeline issue on our hands: on April 26, Enbridge submitted a 

second application for a Certificate of Need, requesting approval to build a replacement pipeline to 
carry Alberta tar sands along the same proposed route as the Sandpiper. This line would be a 

“replacement” for an existing pipeline on the corridor that runs 
near Grand Rapids. This pipeline, called Line 3, is only about 46 
years old. It has a history of ruptures, and will be abandoned.

Both the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and the 
Department of Natural Resources have identified alternative routes 

to the Sandpiper route proposed by Enbridge, and have stated that Enbridge’s “preferred” route poses the highest risk of 
causing lasting environmental damage. Many organizations in Minnesota, including the BSLA, are opposed to Enbridge’s 
preferred route. We are not opposed to pipelines, but are simply asking that Enbridge place their pipelines — if indeed they 
are even needed — in a location with the least risk of damage and the easiest access to detect and repair leaks.

The Department of Commerce recently informed the Administrative Law Judge that Enbridge’s insurance is not adequate 
for the Sandpiper pipeline. Enbridge contends that in the event of a spill, if their insurance is not adequate they have profits 
to assist in cleanup, and that if those are insufficient, they will rely on taxpayer-supplied federal funds. 

With the recent report that half the lakes in southern Minnesota are often too polluted to swim or fish in, it makes it even 
more imperative that we preserve our clean northern lakes. Please join with Big Sandy Lake Association and others in 
opposing Enbridge’s preferred pipeline route. See friendsoftheheadwaters.org for ways to help and, please, write or call 
your state representatives and tell them what you think.

Partnerships:  
Law Enforcement – Lake Association

May of this year is the ten-year mark for me as your sheriff. Thank you for that opportunity. It has 
been a great ten years for me. I could not have imagined enjoying a job as much as I have. It has 
been, as they say, so much more than a job, but rather a way of life.

Over these last ten years, we have all seen a great many things that have impacted the Big Sandy 
Lake community:  the influx of “meth” (methamphetamine), the flood of 2012, and many more things than I can remember. 
The last ten years has also taught me a number of things. 

Perhaps the most important lesson that I have learned is the immense value of working together. There is no doubt that 
the law enforcement/community partnership that exists between the Aitkin County Sheriff’s Office and the Big Sandy Lake 
Association has helped us to better serve you. The Big Sandy Lake Association, like most lake associations, began as a 
way to unite everyone around the lake in the common cause of “water quality.” The Big Sandy Lake Association has become 
so much more than that.   Through the association’s activities, neighbors have gotten to know each other and have been 
able to share information. The Neighborhood Watch signs on the roads around the lake, and the Neighborhood Watch 
stickers distributed through the lake association have encouraged  the people in the neighborhoods to look out for one 
another. Working together, property crimes have dropped significantly.  In 1998, we had 322 burglaries county-wide. Last 
year we had 114.

That tremendous downward trend has been a result of more than just signs and stickers, but also lake associations 
fostering the membership in getting to know their neighbors and reporting suspicious activity. In essence, we have been 
taking ownership of our neighborhoods – a key component to an effective community/law enforcement partnership.

As the 2015 summer season begins, let’s all make a pledge to continue in this fashion and make the Big Sandy Lake area 
an even better place to live, work and play.  

As Always  …. enjoyable Aitkin County...Safely!

Scott Turner
Aitkin County Sheriff



Shoreline 
Planting to 
be Held

The Soil and Water Conservation 
District of Aitkin County will host a 
shoreline planting workshop at the 
home of Bob and Barb Greifzu 
on Monday, June 29. There will 
be a planting workshop in the 
morning, followed by lunch (Barb 
has promised sloppy joes). In the 
afternoon, join everyone for a boat 
tour of Sandy Lake to point out 
some of the water quality projects 
the SWCD has been working on in 
recent years. The event is free and 
open to the public. For particulars, 
call Janet Smude at the SWCD, 
218.927.6565.

Run for the 
Lake 5K!

Join us for the annual Run for 
the Lake 5K fundraiser, an annual 
event generously hosted by the Big 
Sandy Lodge & Resort to benefit 
the Big Sandy Lake Association. 
This year’s 5K will be held on 
Saturday, May 23: registration 
begins at 9:00 a.m., and the run/
walk begins at 10:00 a.m.

The course for this 5K is road, 
mostly flat, with 2.5 miles of 
blacktop and .6 miles of gravel. 
Finish options are dry or wet (off 
the end of the dock if you are 
brave enough). Awards will be 
given to the overall male and 
female winners. 

You may pre-register, or register 
at the Lodge the morning of the 
run. For more information, go to 
www.bigsandylodgeandresort.
com, and see Upcoming Events. 
Go ahead and have a big breakfast 
that day — then bring the whole 
family and 
your weekend 
guests to 
this fun and 
healthy event 
to work it  
back off!

From top left to right behind sign - Andrew Streeter, Jeff Apfelbacher, Kyle Strang, Brenda Apfelbacher, Melissa 
Herbranson, Jeff Freeberg, Scott Apfelbacher, Jake Sornsen, Jean Freeberg, Bev Streeter. Bottom left to right in 
front of sign. Stacy Strang, Nicole Cook, Andrea Sjaarda, Gary Herbranson, Jon Herbranson, Eric Sjaarda, Mark 
Apfelbacher, Eric White, Kathy Herbranson, Maria White, Adam Cook. Not pictured: BSLA board members Ben 
Gisselman, Jack Johnson, Bruce Johnson, and Mark Johnson.

Highway 14 
Adopt-a-Highway Changes

You may have noticed a recent change in the Adopt-a-Highway signs on Highway 
14, east of Sathers. The family of BSLA board member Brian Herbranson, who died 
unexpectedly last June, has partnered with the BSLA to help pick up litter along this 
4-mile portion of highway. 

A big group of volunteers showed up for the Highway 14 Adopt-a-Highway 
cleanup on Saturday, April 25th, most of them friends and family of Brian. We all owe 
them a big thank you! The BSLA is grateful for the Herbranson’s family continued 
stewardship of our area.

RunRunRun            LakeLakeLake   ForForFor   
TheTheThe   

Big Sandy Water Institute Schedule
Big Sandy Water Institute is ready to make a splash again this summer with the 

2015 environmental education/recreation program for youth! Continued support from 
area sponsors and partners help make this Community Education program available 
as we work to ensure our youth know the importance of being stewards of their own 
environment in which they live. Big Sandy Water Institute continues to serve area 
youth and those from outside the area:  5,800 to date!

It is a goal is to teach youth the importance of their surroundings to ensure future 
sustainability and enjoyment of our natural resources and waterways. It is a combined 
effort from community education to volunteers and a tremendous amount of support 
from partners such as Army Corps of Engineers Federal Dam, Rice Lake National 
Wildlife Refuge, Savanna Portage State Park, Long Lake Conservation Center, Aitkin 
County Forestry, MN DNR, Aitkin Area Fisheries, BSALWMP, Aitkin County Soil and 
Water, Shamrock Township, McGregor Lions, Big Sandy Lake Association, Big 
Sandy Lake Foundation, Jay Cooke State Park Naturalist Program, Lake Minnewawa 
Association, and Tamarack Sno Flyers. 

We live in an area rich and abundant in natural resources and our mission is for 
youth to know how to be more mindful of the earth and in touch with nature. We do 
so by blending recreational and environmental educational activities together as we 
continue to support, preserve and conserve the beauty that surrounds us. BSWI 
brochures was mailed the end of April and a pdf of the brochure will be on the school 
website at http://www.mcgregor.k12.mn.us/bigsandyInstitute.php  Must pre-register 
for all classes! For more information contact Lisa Kruse, McGregor Community 
Education at 768-2111 x233 or llkruse@mcgregor.k12.mn.us



A Few Tips for Summer 
Fishing and Boating

This spring has proven to be a busy one! Several property owners around the lake are getting 
started with “sprucing” up their lakeshore. The MN DNR has published a bulletin on ice ridges 
and shoreline work at http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/publications/waters/shoreline_alterations_
ice_ridges.pdf.  For most work along shorelines, especially work below the ordinary high water 
mark, a permit is typically required. Due to the low water levels this spring, many landowners 
are looking to do some work to their shoreline and may not realize that it is below the ordinary 
high water mark (which is a determined location where the water normally is at the highest). 
Please, do some research with the state and county before doing this work.  

Several of you are probably chomping at the bit for fishing opener! With the opener just around the corner, and since Big 
Sandy has special regulations, I’d like to share some information about hooking mortality. Fish are more likely to survive 
if anglers focus on four key factors that affect mortality: water temperature, hooking location, depth, and time out of water.

When it comes to temperature, the warmer the water, the more stress on the fish and the higher the mortality. Fish are 
cold-blooded animals, but most people like to fish in the summer months. While anglers can’t control the weather, they can 
be prepared. Set the hook quickly, reduce the amount of time it takes to land a fish, and handle it firmly but carefully. It’s also 
important to minimize the time out of water for the fish. Pictures are wonderful, but have the camera ready. Invest in some 
long needle-nose pliers for hook removal, and the ones with a bend at the end are even better. Cutting the line and leaving 
the hook is also a viable option.

Hooking location is also part of the equation. Fish hooked in the mouth almost always survive. How do you increase the 
odds of that? Use active baits, such as crank baits. Hook type also matters. Several studies have shown that circle hooks 
are better for hooking the mouth rather than the stomach or gills. Jigs are less likely to become deeply hooked than plain 
hooks. Barbless hooks or pinched barbs also can help, but where a fish gets hooked is far more important than the presence 
or absence of a barb, so set the hook quickly.

The DNR also encourages anglers to practice some restraint when the fish are really biting, especially during the summer 
or when fishing deep water. Scuba divers know that once you get below 33 feet, you have another full atmosphere of 
pressure on your body, so you have to re-surface slowly. Similarly, fish pulled up from deep water can experience stress 
and injury, so it’s important to avoid deep water if you plan on catch-and-release. The injury may be apparent, such as a 
distended swim bladder, but unseen internal injuries can and do happen as well. Remember to never “pop” a swim bladder, 
it is not only illegal in Minnesota, but often does more harm than good.

Do not release a fish that can be legally kept if it is bleeding heavily or can’t right itself.
While anglers and boaters are getting their fishing gear and knee boards ready to go, take some time to look over your 

boat and boating equipment. Take some extra time to look over the safety equipment in your boat including:
  •  U.S. Coast Guard-approved wearable life jackets for each person on board.
  •  A Type IV throwable flotation device on boats 16 feet or longer.
  •  A horn or a whistle.
  •  Type B U.S. Coast Guard-approved fire extinguisher.
  •  Navigation lights in working order.
  •  Valid boat registration, with numbers visible
Take the time to look at the life jackets and ensure that they are in serviceable condition with no rips, tears, or frays. Also 

check the fit of life jackets. Children outgrow their life jackets just like everything else. Children under the age of 10 are required 
to wear a life jacket while the watercraft is underway, however it is recommended that everyone wear a life jacket. I do.  

I worked with several anglers over the winter to pick up after others and themselves while on the ice. When the water is 
open, litter falls to the bottom often before any enforcement action can be taken. Please respect the lake, and do not litter.  

AIS is quite the buzz word around the area. I will be enforcing AIS laws around the lake this summer. Please be aware of 
these laws when moving water-related equipment in and out of the lake.  

Be safe and as always, if you have any questions/concerns/TIP information, call or email me! (218-429-2021 or amber.
Peterson@state.mn.us)  Also, I should mention, TIP (Turn in Poachers) is a non-profit organization that is affiliated with the 
DNR to help ensure the protection of our resources. Anonymous reports are accepted as well. 

BSLA Facebook Group Grows   
The Big Sandy Lake Association Facebook page has grown to 118 members. If you haven’t 

joined yet, just open Facebook, search for Big Sandy Lake Association, and request to be added 
to the group. This is a fast and easy way for us all to communicate about what’s happening on 
the lake. Everyone is welcome to post.

by Amber Peterson, 
Conservation Officer, McGregor



BSLA ANNUAL MEETING
When: Saturday, June 6 • Where: Big Sandy Lodge & Resort

What: Meeting and Speakers: 11:00 a.m.  • BBQ lunch: 12:00 noon

We hope you can join us for our Big Sandy Lake Association Annual meeting. We’re doing 
things a little differently this year, inviting all BSLA members and their families and friends to join 

us for lunch at the Big Sandy Lodge in early June.  Big Sandy Lake board members will be there, along with some 
local “celebrities” and officials to bring you up to date on what’s new on Big Sandy Lake. There will be door prizes 
from area businesses, board member elections, and good food — and it’s free!  Please plan to come and with your 
neighbors for a couple of hours on June 6th — we look forward to seeing you there.

Become a BSLA Board Member
Each June at the annual BSLA meeting, we hold our annual election for board members. 

If you’re interested in joining the board, please plan to attend the annual meeting. Several board 
members live in the Twin Cities, and some spend winters elsewhere, so don’t let distance keep you 
from serving. The only “requirement” is that you care about Big Sandy Lake and would enjoy joining 
a group of committed volunteers with the same values. Terms are three years. We meet the second 
Friday of every month, from 8:30 a.m. until 10:30 or 11 a.m., depending on the speakers. 
This year, we have seven open positions. If you, or anyone you know, is interested in getting involved, 
we would love to have you join us. Here are the bios of the folks running so far: 

KATHRYN BEATTY
 My grandparents bought property on Big Sandy Lake in the early 1940s.  My husband and I have owned part of the 
property for 20 years and have lived here full-time for the past three years.  My primary concern is keeping the lake healthy, 
clean and beautiful for future generations. I have been assisting the BSLA Board of Directors by maintaining the website, 
coordinating 2015 memberships, and volunteering at events.

BEN GISSELMAN (INCUMBENT)
I live in Minneapolis with my wife, Deirdre, and our new daughter, Murphy. I’m an attorney with a background in natural resource 

management. Having spent my whole life enjoying Big Sandy on weekends, I’m committed to the health of Big Sandy as a place 
for recreation and tourism. I’ve served on the BSLA board since 2011, and would be happy to serve again for another term. 

BRUCE JOHNSON (INCUMBENT) 
My parents bought a cabin on Big Sandy Lake in 1956 and I have been coming to the lake continually since then. My wife, 

Virginia, and I have had our own place on the lake since the 1980’s and currently have a home on Bill Horn Bay. We spend 
5 days a week at the lake and 2 days in the Twin Cities to spend time with our children, grandchildren and friends. I have 
been a member of the BSLA Board of Directors for the past 5 years, and am currently the president. I’ve enjoyed my time 
on the board and have learned a lot about lake management, invasive species, and what we can do to help keep Big Sandy 
Lake a beautiful and healthy Minnesota Star Lake going forward.

MARK JOHNSON (INCUMBENT)
I am retired from 34 years of teaching in Albert Lea, MN and 28 years in the Air Force Reserve at the 934th Air Reserve 

Base in Minneapolis. Time at Big Sandy started in 1988 when my wife, Jo, and I built a cabin on Bill Horn Bay. I became a 
member of BSLA in 1988, and have served as a board member for 8 years (two years as president). Other positions include: 
past president of the Aitkin County Coalition of Lake Associations, past member of the Aitkin County Water Planning Task 
Force, and member of the Big Sandy Watershed technical team. Our other home is now in Duluth, near the McQuade Small 
Craft Harbor, next door to our daughter and grandchildren.

JOHN PILNEY (INCUMBENT)
I have been on the Big Sandy Lake Association board for the past two terms. My particular interest is water quality. Big Sandy 

Lake is listed as an impaired water body because it does not meet water quality standards for mercury and phosphorus. The board 
has been working with the Aitkin County Soil and Water Conservation District to get funding to implement recommendations 
for improving water quality.  At the same time we need to be diligent to ensure that the proposed Sandpiper pipelines and the 
potential Kenncott/Rio Tinto copper-nickel mine near Tamarack do not further degrade water quality. Before retiring, I worked 
at 3M in the corporate environment group and later as a plant manager at the Cottage Grove site. 



Unless one has been a part of a small northern Minnesota 
family fishing resort operation, it is difficult to fully appreciate 
what that involved. Most city dwellers tend to form a rather 
idyllic picture of the idea — one filled with fresh air, fragrant 
pine forests, sparkling blue lakes, the vigorous outdoor life, 
plenty of fishing and boating — all of it free from tension 
and the ordinary pressures of modern life. Hah! What it 
really amounted to was four months of work, work, work, 
and you could sure as blazes forget the fishing! There was 
never any end to unhappy guests, chronic REA electricity 
failures, repairs of every kind, leaky roofs, boats that 
needed bailing out and prepped, cabin cleaning, mowing 
lawn, fish cleaning, loud family arguments about cash flow 
problems — the list was endless.

When my grandfather passed away in 1938, the burden of operating “Camp Marcus Nelson” near the Prairie River Bridge fell 
on my grandmother. Mamie had no more than gotten back on her feet when World War Two reared its ugly head, bringing along 
with it the rationing of gasoline and tires, and no new auto production. With so few guests, the resort was forced into a virtual 
hiatus. Finally, in the summer of 1946, “normal” times and the fisherman returned — along with all the old work and attendant 
problems, plus a few new ones. Chief among the latter was finding a good day-to-day resort manager, a chronic issue that was 
never fully resolved. One year, Mamie became so exasperated with vacancies, guest complaints, and the lack of attention to 
maintenance issues she fired off a no-nonsense ‘how-hard-can-it-be’ memo to her manager. It speaks for itself:
  How to Run this Place 

 1) Keep [kerosene] lamps in each cabin filled with oil and clean and ready for use.
 2) Watch all buildings for leaks and then have them promptly fixed.
 3) Keep boats clean and water out. If impossible, turn boats over till weather clears.
 4) Call the McGregor cabin  [a tourist information center that was located across Hwy 210 from the Dairy Queen]  

     for new people, when have empty cabins.
 5) Keep everything generally clean, and in good order.
 6) Place should be closed at 10 p.m., so persons can get proper sleep! Folks in cabins can stay up as long as desired.  

     A light should be on at the office if any thing comes up.
Mamie wasn’t quite done. There were a few maintenance items eating at her:
  REPAIR MUSTS!

 - Fix water leak in Wayside cabin  - Clean out drain on sink in Lagoon
 - Tack down loose shingles at Split Log  - See that Power Co. removes tree W. of Wanigan

If all of this sounds like early-day resorting was a tough business 
proposition, that’s because it was! Of the 35-40 resorts operating on Big 
Sandy Lake in the mid-1950s, very few ever made any kind of money. By 
the late 1970s, nearly all of them had been broken up into lots and sold to 
private parties, including Camp Marcus Nelson.  It was just too hard to make 
even a marginal living, especially with the continuing fishing over-pressure 
and drastically reduced catches. With the good new roads and increased 
mobility of city people it was a no-brainer for Big Sandy Lake resorters to sell 
out to “up northers” and, for most at least, come out of it all with a modest 
nest egg.

(The postcards accompanying this article are from original aerial photos
 taken by Orvis Nelson in 1931. They were created as postcards in 1946.)

Did You Know...? By Robert O. Harder

Fireworks Show and Contribution    
To help keep our annual 4th of July fireworks show going, please visit 
Shamrocklakesfireworks.com to donate online and see how the continuous  
sponsorship program works. If you would rather mail a check, make it payable to 
Shamrock Lakes Fireworks and mail to P.O. Box 451, McGregor, MN 55760.  
          Thank you!
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Thank You
Please be sure to support the following 

business members of the Big Sandy Lake 
Association. We appreciate them all!

McGregor Realty & Property Management
Willey’s Sport Shop and Spirits

Aardvark Septic
Big Sandy Lodge and Resort
Christian Realty North, Inc.

Dean Masonry and Concrete
EyeCare Center of McGregor

Floe International
Independent School District #4

Lake Country Power
Meyer’s Service Center

Nistler Plumbing and Heating
Thrifty White Pharmacy

Willey’s Marine
Zorbaz on Big Zandy

Big Sandy Camp and Retreat Center
Grand Timber Bank

Big Sandy Lake Association 
Mission Statement

WITH RESPECT FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS, 

THE MISSION OF THE BIG SANDY LAKE 

ASSOCIATION -- THROUGH EDUCATION, LEADERSHIP, 

AND BY EXAMPLE -- IS TO PROTECT AND IMPROVE 

WATER QUALITY, PROMOTE BEST-PRACTICE 

SHORELINE MANAGEMENT AND USE, AND SEEK 

BALANCE AND HARMONY BETWEEN THE RIGHTS OF 

PROPERTY OWNERS AND EXISTING (AND PROPOSED) 

RULES, REGULATIONS, STATUTES, AND LAWS. 


