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President’s Letter
We have so much for which to be
thankful this year. We’ve spent another
great year living on and enjoying all the
good things we can do on our beautiful
Big Sandy Lake. When I look back
on all we were able to do this year l
think only about the good things like
the enjoyable boat rides all around the
lake, dinners out with great friends,
golf, fishing, swimming, taking the
grandchildren tubing and seeing our
sons and their families. Trying to focus
on the good and the positive helps me
to feel better.

President’s
Letter

Your lake association has been having difficulties holding our monthly meetings due to
the restrictions on large groups during the COVID-19 pandemic. We have been using the
online platform called Zoom since the restrictions started, so that we can still meet without
endangering the health of any of our members. It’s not the same as meeting face to face,
Bob Harder’s
“Did You Know” but we continue to get things done for the lake. I hope we will be able to return to regular
meetings at the Lodge soon.
Greetings From
Your Sheriff
A Note From
Our C.O.

There are articles in this newsletter that describe some of the issues that the lake association
is currently working to resolve. We have a new pet project that will take some time, but
which hopefully will get done sooner rather than later. This project involves improving the
boat ramp area that’s on the north and east side of the bridge on Highway 65, across from
Zorbaz restaurant. We are hopeful that the area will be blacktopped to avoid walking and
kneeling in puddles.
This month’s lake association newsletter is being sent to all Big Sandy lakeshore home
owners, not just to the members of the Big Sandy Lake Association. We recently sent out
the annual invoices to all current members as well as those property owners who are not
currently members. I sincerely hope that those of you who are not currently members will
decide to join the lake association. For current members and NEW members, please remit
the membership dues as soon as possible.

BSLA members are
welcome to attend the
Board of Directors
meetings. During the
Spring 2021, watch
for meeting notices on
the Big Sandy Lake
Association Facebook
page, or on the BSLA
website.

We are currently working on our annual “Love Your Lake” event which we hope will be
held at the beautiful Minnesota National Golf Course this coming Spring or Summer, as
well as the Annual Big Sandy Lake Association Meeting.
Until then, take care to protect yourselves and your families, so that we can return to having
meetings in person for all to participate in and enjoy.
Bruce W Johnson
President, Big Sandy Lake Association

Greetings From Your Sheriff

Love Your Lake

2021 is finally here and our winter hobbies are in are in full swing (as much
as Covid will allow). The fishing groups seem to be enjoying the social
distancing aspect that frozen lakes offer and I have heard some reports
of success. Please use caution as there seems to be flooded ice conditions
on most lakes. Use caution when operating or riding snowmobiles, and
especially when traveling on road right of ways. MN statute does not
prohibit snowmobiles from operating on township roads but they are
prohibited from travel on county roads, unless certain circumstances exist.
Any time we share the road someone is at risk, no matter what we are
driving.

Join us for BSLA’s Annual Brunch Gathering

How to Be a Good Lake Steward
Saturday, May 15th
9:00 – Noon

REMEMBER -- Ice is never completely
safe. Air temperatures and weather
patterns, as well as snow cover, can
impact the ice.

Registration begins at 8:30AM
Minnesota National Golf Course
Pending COVID restrictions, check website for updates

4” is needed to walk on the ice
5” for snowmobiling

Thank You

Thank you to these 2021 Business Members (as of
January 29) for their support of the lake and the
organization.

- Fisherman’s Bay

8-12” for a car

- Floe International

12-15” for a truck

- Independant School District #4

If you’re not sure, stay off!

- Willey’s Marine (Lifetime Member)

- Lake Country Power

- Big Sandy Lodge and Resort (Lifetime Member)

- McGregor Baking Co & Cafe

- Zorbaz on Big Zandy (Lifetime Member)

- McGregor Realty & Property Mgmt.

- Talon Metals (Lifetime Member)

- Pine Insurance Agency

- Medtronic (Lifetime Member)

- Schoolhouse Cafe

- 202 Tavern

- Tamarack Pest Control

- A+ Auto Body

- Thrifty White Pharmacy

- Aspen Realty, Inc

- Township of Workman

- Bann’s Bar & Restaurant

- Ukura’s Big Dollar

- Catholic Youth Camp, Inc

- Up North Riders, Inc

- Century 21 Twin Lakes Realty

- Voyageur Press

- Christian Realty North, Inc

- Willey’s Sports Shop

- David Winegar, DDS

- Yellowstone Log Homes of Minnesota

The pipeline construction and those opposed to it have taken a large portion
of my time. At certain times, there is a lot of energy along the route,
looking for a release. We have had folks come from a long way away that
have pretty much made up their minds that they will be arrested and they
usually leave this office with no choice. I can say that we have worked very
hard to educate newcomers before that happens, if they want to learn. I am
optimistic that we can continue to keep everyone involved safe but it is
shaping up to be a long project.
Finally, I want to thank all of you for another safe year. Your calls are
always welcome and if you see something, say something and we will do
our best to solve the problems!
Sheriff Dan Guida

Enbridge Line 3 Pipeline Update
by Janet Hill

Enbridge’s Line 3 project was given a green light in November 2020 when the
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and Army Corps of Engineers issued final permits.
The project still faces litigation over the Public Utilities Commission’s Certificate
of Need and other issues. Several organizations litigating against Line 3 filed
a request for a stay of construction while their cases are being heard in court.
However, Governor Walz opted in late November to allow Enbridge to move ahead
with construction. The Canadian company, which has been positioning pipes and
equipment for years, began construction immediately. Construction has started
simultaneously at several segments along the pipeline route, starting at the west end
of each segment and moving eastward. In Aitkin County, construction is currently
taking place at the Mississippi River crossing north of Palisade.
Enbridge states that construction is expected to take six to nine months. Court cases
are scheduled to be heard starting in spring 2021.
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The Big Sandy Lake Association remains opposed to the re-routing of Line 3, which
passes through the Sandy Lake Watershed north of the lake.
Note: Because this newsletter is dedicated to Big Sandy Lake issues, this article
presents only the recent facts about the Line 3 project. For more comprehensive
information about this project, contact Janet Hill at janethillnew@gmail.com.

Star Lakes

Big Sandy Water Quality

by John Sturner, BSLA Vice President

by John Pilney

2020 marks the tenth anniversary of Big Sandy Lake being awarded Star Lake status. Many newer residents are not familiar with the
process we traveled to earn that distinction so I’ll share a brief outline with you.

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) in 2002 listed Big Sandy Lake as an impaired body of water for exceeding
water quality standards for mercury and total phosphorus (TP). The Federal Clean Water Act required the state to conduct a study
called a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for Big Sandy. Barr Engineering was hired by MPCA to conduct the study aimed at
identifying major phosphorus sources and to establish maximum daily limits for these sources to ensure that Big Sandy could meet
the total phosphorus water quality standard of 30 micrograms per liter (ug/l). During the study, I as a board member of the lake
association, coordinated efforts with people from the MPCA and Aitkin County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) to
obtain the needed water and sediment samples.

In 2008 the MN Legislature passed a bill establishing the Star Lakes and
Rivers program. Senator Jim Metzen, my friend and neighbor on the lake,
nominated me for membership on the fifteen member Star Lake board
established by the Act. Sen. Metzen saw the potential for Big Sandy and
was eager to pursue Star Lake status.
From the outset it was clear it was going to be a long arduous process. The
fundamental purpose of the Act is to have active, engaged lake associations
apply best practices to the management of their lakes for multiple
purposes. The mission was for Star Lakes to be a cost effective means of
encouraging and rewarding citizen based lake associations that effectively
develop and implement a plan for protecting and enhancing surface waters.
The Act had several specific requirements:
•

50% membership in the lake association of lake shore owners

•

An up to date comprehensive lake management plan in place

•

A baseline of current conditions based on scientific data

•

Participation in a water quality monitoring program

Each of these conditions had many subsets and bullet points which had to be met. The BLSA board examined the huge task it would
be and under the leadership of then President Jim Krezowski endorsed going forward. At the onset we had two main hurdles. We did
not meet the 50% criteria and we did not have a current comprehensive management plan. Time for some serious work. We changed
the entire process of BSLA membership and billing which has served us very well since.
We did not have the expertise to develop an entire new plan so we did our research and hired Mr. John Sumption of Longville, MN.
His consulting experience and credentials were outstanding.
After two years of board work sessions and discussions we finally were ready. We surpassed 50% and our fifty page management plan
was done and it was a beauty. We made our formal applications to the Star Lakes board in 2010 and the review posted the highest
numeric score to date. We made it. We met and exceeded every requirement!
To celebrate we hosted a ceremony at the Big Sandy Lodge. Several elected officials spoke and Mr. Dale Gustafson, President of the
Star Lake Board presented us with a check from the Star Lake board. It was a proud moment for our lake and its residents. By the way,
only sixteen lakes ever earned Star Lake status. I hope the next time you see the Star Lake sign on Hwy 65 it will have a new meaning.

The final TMDL study report from Barr Engineering was issued in 2011 and listed potential sources of phosphorus and the
estimated target reductions needed for those sources to meet standards. The largest identified source was the wild rice farm that
ceased operations a few years ago. Since that time the TP levels have decreased from as high as 50 micrograms per liter to where
the TP water samples for the historical sites were within the water quality standard or just slightly above. (If interested, the TMDL
final report can be found at: https://www.pca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/wq-iw8-24e.pdf)
In the past Aitkin County SWCD got funding through the state for our sampling and water analysis costs; but that ended several
years ago. Guided by the Big Sandy Lake Association (BSLA) mission statement “to protect and improve water quality,” the board
approved funding to pay for the analytical cost for a certified lab to analyze water samples. Also, another board member, Richard
Beatty who has had previous experience of water sampling while working with the US Army Corps of Engineers, has joined with
me to conduct the sampling, preservation and delivery of samples to the lab and also to determine new sampling locations to hone
in on phosphorus sources.
The results of our last three years of water sampling are shown in the attached graph. The three historical sampling sites are
located in Webster Bay, Bell Horn Bay and the main basin (the large northern part of the lake). As you can see, the big drop in TP
from 2018 to July of 2019 is likely due to the closure of the wild rice farms that discharged or overflowed heavy fertilized waters
into the Sandy River. Then in September of 2019 the TP values rose above the standards in Webster Bay and the main basin.
Consequently, in June of 2020 we decided to also sample the inflows from both the Sandy and Prairie Rivers (the yellow and green
columns) and in July and August we added a site further up the Sandy River (blue column). Based upon these results, it is likely
that the standard of 30 micrograms/liter will not be consistently achievable until the TP levels in these two rivers are reduced. We
plan to continue our efforts next year to monitor and identify sources and hopefully to further control their TP discharges.
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Wave Action and Its Effect on Shorelines and Lake Recreation
by Ben Gisselman
There has been increased discussion among the BSLA Board and members this summer regarding wave
action and its effect on shoreline property and other recreational uses. The natural assumption by some
has been that any increase in wave action has been specifically due to the increase in surf boat use in
parts of Big Sandy. The Mission of the BSLA is to, in part, protect and improve water quality, promote
best-practice shoreline management, and to seek balance between the rights of property owners and
existing and proposed Rules. Our goal at this time is to learn more about surf boat operation, and to better
understand the causes and effects of all wave action whether it be by various types of boats, and how they
are operated, and other natural forces such as wind. The University of Minnesota recently announced
plans to study the effects of wakes created by recreational boats in an effort to better understand their
effects on Minnesota lakes and shorelines. The Board, at its August monthly meeting, met with Wayne
Floe and Dave Muirhead from Willey’s Marine, to get a better understanding of how surf boats are
designed and what education is provided to boat buyers regarding responsible operation. One clear
conclusion from that meeting was that many complaints about excessive wakes derive from a lack of
education and courtesy on the part of the operator. With this being an evolving conversation, expect to
hear more from the Board on this subject moving forward.
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Mercury was not included in the study as it is known that the major contributors to mercury in lakes are due to air emissions from
large coal-fired power plants. Now that coal-fired power plants are no longer as cost effective to operate as other power generating
alternatives these are being scheduled for shutdown or conversion for use of cleaner and less costly fuels. This should end up
lowering mercury levels in the lake over time.
The quality of the Lake water is immensely important for all recreational use and for values of all shoreline property owners. And
the BSLA will continue to work to protect and improve water quality of the Big Sandy Lake.

Did You Know?

Big Sandy Electrofishing

by Robert O. Harder

by Rick Bruesewitz
Since we last chatted last summer, we were able to complete our fall electrofishing assessment, complete the deployment of the
acoustical tagging study receiver array (26 hydrophones are currently deployed), begin tagging fish with acoustical tags, and
purchase some additional receivers for more areas in the watershed. The Army Corps of Engineers (ACE) has also put out a
request for proposals for assistance from a university for analyzing all the data and assisting with the project; we are hoping to
have a graduate student onboard by late spring.

Even at the turn of the 20th Century people still wondered, was it Aiken or Aitkin?
Leading citizens at the county seat wanted an answer, so they wrote to one of his
sons for more details. In 1898, Roger Aitkin, age 71, responded: “[My father]
was of Scotch descent. [When] he came to Sandy lake [circa 1824] there were no
white men unless he hired Canadians from Montreal. In those days, they used to
hire Canadians for three years. You wanted me to spell my father’s name so I’ve
written it down—Aitkin. That is the way my father spells it and the way I spell it.”

William Alexander Aitkin was born in 1785 in Edinburgh, Scotland and emigrated
to Canada as a boy. He came into the Upper Mississippi region about 1802,
employed in the Mackinac area fur trade by one John Drew. Later he became
a clerk in William Morrison’s Fond du lac Department of John Jacob Astor’s
American Fur Company. Aitkin was a go-getter from the get-go, rising rapidly in
the firm. Between 1820 and 1832, dates of the first and second Henry Schoolcraft
expeditions to the Upper Mississippi, the company moved its Sandy Lake post from England’s old Northwest Fur Post site on Brown’s Point (lost
by Britain as a result of the War of 1812) to the confluence of the Sandy [or “Outlet] and Mississippi Rivers [near Libby Dam]. When the company’s
local “factor,” or superintendent, William Morrison, retired to Canada in 1831, Aitkin was given the position.
Sandy Lake [before the “Big”] was the largest and most important post in the Fond du lac [“end of the lake”] Department. Astor’s “Northern
Outfit,”as it was called, covered much of what is now northern Minnesota (from Pembina, North Dakota to Rainy Lake/Grand Portage, to
south of the Crow Wing River mouth) and included several trading posts. A very capable executive, William Aitkin was widely recognized
as the autocrat of the region, in charge of all aspects of the fur trade (mostly beaver). Earlier, following the War of 1812 with Great Britain,
Aitkin had married an Ojibway woman, Bay-ji-quod-o-qua (Striped Cloud), who was given the Anglo name Madeline. This union produced
seven children. By all indications Aitkin was a loving father, though it has been reported he took at least two other native wives, leaving behind
as many as 25 children (one of his legitimate sons, Alfred, was murdered and the suspect’s sensational trial was one of the first in Minnesota
Territory. A daughter, Mathilda, married William Whipple Warren, famed mixed-blood Ojibway historian).
In 1836, J. J. Astor sold his interest in the company to Ramsey Crooks, another Scotsman and the American Fur Company’s general manager.
By this time, Crooks, who knew Aitkin well, had become worried about Aitkin’s powerful influence throughout Minnesota and his perceived
unhealthy marriage ties to the region’s Indians. (Ironically, Crooks first wife was an Ojibway!) In 1838, Aitkin had a final falling out with
Crooks and was discharged for “mismanagement,” ending his 14 year relationship with the company. He continued to be active in the fur trade
in north central Minnesota, though in a lesser role and often in competition with his old company. But times were changing; most significantly
the beaver hat was going out of fashion. In 1841, Aitkin lost his trading license for allegedly selling liquor to the Indians, never mind all the
other fur trading companies were doing the same thing. By 1842, the American Fur Co.was for all practical purposes out of business as well.
In 1847, Aitkin moved to Benson County in the Sauk Rapids area where he also maintained a farm. His final years were quiet; he died on
September 16, 1851 and was buried on the east bank of the Mississippi near the mouth of the Swan River in Morrison County, where he had
kept a small trading post during the last nine years of his life.
William Aitkin’s fierce commitment to our area’s economic development provides inspiration to today’s Big Sandy Lake Association in its own
commitment to preserve our lake’s natural resources and its physical health. To those who haven’t yet joined us, for as little as $30 a year you
and your family can become fellow Stewards of our Minnesota Star Lake. The BSLA is a 501c3 non-profit organization (dues tax deductible)
dedicated to protecting the lake and the interests of all its permanent and seasonal residents. To current members—thank you for your support!
To our neighbors—we hope you’ll join us!

Help Protect Our Lake

Fall Electrofishing: It was pretty typical of past years. Catches of young-of-the-year
(YOY) and yearling Walleye were decent, albeit maybe not as high as some years. It
is a little hard to judge this time due to having only one netter on the electrofishing
boat this fall. This was a precautionary protocol due to Covid-19 in order to maintain
social distancing. Nonetheless, given the consistently high gill net catches of smaller
Walleyes in the last three summer assessments and regular high catches of YOY and
yearlings in the fall electrofishing surveys, I think that the recruitment potential is in
excellent shape. One last thing regarding the electrofishing is that we did see a pretty
fair amount of YOY Yellow Perch too. This can be a good news/bad news type thing.
The good news is that there will be plenty of forage to fatten up the Walleyes; the bad
news is that sometimes the bite can really slow when they have all they need to eat.
Being the optimist I am, I like to concentrate on the good news. ☺

Summer gill net assessment catch rates of young Walleye at Big Sandy Lake

Regarding the acoustical tagging study, representatives from BSLA, ACE, and DNR
had a get-together at the ACE Rec Area on October 8 to discuss the project. The DNR
conducted electrofishing to capture a couple of Walleye and then demonstrated the surgical
implantation of the tags. This was a great opportunity to meet everyone working on the
various different aspects of the project. Thanks to Tammy Frauenshuh and Sam Smith for
hosting the event and picking the best day ever! I could not believe how warm and calm it
was and how brilliant all the colors were that day, especially the Oaks!

Between 9/29 and 10/13 our DNR fisheries staff electrofished and surgically implanted 45 transmitters in Walleye from 10 to 23
inches long and in multiple locations around the lake, but then the cold weather and snow in mid-October pretty much put an
end to any additional fieldwork on the lake this past fall. If any of you happen to find one of these tags when filleting your catch,
please let us know. If you harvest the fish and find the tag, we may be able to reuse the transmitter on a new fish. Also, please let
us know right away because these transmitters have only a limited battery life. Some last less than one year, while others may last
a bit longer than the study. Since these tags do cost an arm or a leg (Thanks again, Army Corps of Engineers for purchasing the
tags!), it would be great to get all the use out of them that we can.
Lastly, I just want to give you all a heads-up that we’ll be conducting more surveys and tagging more fish next spring. We plan
to implant another 55 fish with transmitters, but then also tag another 4,000 fish with more typical external t-bar tags (very much
like the nylon tags you see at the clothing store, see pic). The acoustical tags will help us determine what percent leave the system
and where they go and the t-bar tags will help us determine how many there are in the lake. Anglers catching fish with t-bar tags
are also encouraged to report their catch through our online tag reporting system (https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/fisheries/tagged_
fish_reporting/index.html). Also, if you happen to snag one of our hydrophones with your anchor line, please report this to our
Aitkin Office number, 218-429-3010. While we purposely deployed them in areas less likely to be fished or anchored, it is really
important we know exactly where they are so we can retrieve the data. If you do contact one, it would be really good if you could
record the GPS coordinates too. This will help us re-locate any receiver systems that were moved by accident.

Each January the Big Sandy Lake Association mails the forms for membership donations to property owners, local businesses and area
organizations. Tax-deductible donations help us protect the quality of the lake for recreation, safety, and maintaining property values.
We work with the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and Aitkin County to prevent the introduction of invasive species that
could destroy the quality and beauty of the lake.
Please take a few minutes to review the benefits of membership on the back of the form and then show your support by either
returning the form and payment in the envelope provided or by PayPal on our website BigSandyLakeMN.org. If you receive more
than one form or if any information is incorrect, we appreciate your feedback to keep the mailing list current.
Membership ensures that you will receive all future newsletters and notices of special events such as our Annual Meeting and Picnic
or the Love Your Lake informational program. For more information about the organization, you are welcome to attend meetings of
the Board of Directors. Meeting information is on our website.
The Board of Directors truly appreciate every family, business and organization for past and continued financial support. Thank you!
A Walleye tagged with a t-bar style tag similar to what will be used at Big Sandy next spring.
Please report any fish with tags thru the DNR Tag Reporting System

Installing an acoustical tag in a Walleye (left) and Hydrophone system diagram (right).

McGregor Lakes Area Foundation News

Sandy Lake Dam Rehabilitation & Winter Drawdown Update

The McGregor Lakes Area Foundation (MLAF) wishes to thank the Big Sandy Lake
Association and many of your members for contributing to our 2020 fundraising campaign.
We appreciate the fact that our two organizations have different but complementary
purposes. As a result the foundation will be granting $9,205 to the following community
organizations in 2021: McGregor ANGELS (Area Neighbors Giving Elderly Live-In
Services), McGregor School District (3 grants), McGregor Food Shelf, and Riverwood
Foundation McGregor Clinic. The grant to McGregor ANGELS helps offer assistance
to seniors age 60 and over to remain living independently and safely in their homes.
The school district grants will support the Big Sandy Water Institute and two preschool
programs. The McGregor Food Shelf grant will help provide nutritional support for up to
300 individuals a month. Funds to the Riverwood McGregor Clinic will purchase books for
the Riverwood Reads Program, which gives a book to children aged birth-8 years at their
well-child visits. This year’s MLAF funding brings the total support for McGregor area
community organizations to over $95,000 since the first grants in 2000.

Sandy Lake Dam Rehabilitation Update

The foundation’s mission is to support the greater McGregor lakes area through ongoing
education and annual grants to non-profit organizations that focus on ecological,
educational, environmental, and social areas. Grants are provided to organizations that
demonstrate a clear commitment to the sustainability and long term viability of the lakes
community. The foundation historically held an annual event/fundraiser each August
to promote the work of the organization and connect community members interested in
learning more about MLAF’s mission and goals. This year’s event was cancelled due to
COVID-19, but the MLAF advisory committee successfully used multiple direct mail
campaigns, partner newsletters, and personal contact with donors to reach their financial
goals. Community members and businesses were very generous donors during this
pandemic year enabling the Foundation to reach its goals for the year. An additional success
in 2020 was the use of an online grant application portal. In 2021 the McGregor Lakes
Area Foundation will launch a website to further spread the word about its history and
contributions to the McGregor lakes area.

From 2011 - 2016 a series of above and below water inspections of the dam structure identified several features that had
deteriorated to a point where repair or replacement was determined to be necessary to maintain the long-term integrity of the
structure. The rehabilitation will ensure the preservation and safe operation of this water control structure now and into the future.

Where Are You?
Ask an emergency responder, package delivery driver,
census enumerator, or anyone else who needs to locate
your property in Aitkin County, and they will tell you that
having that little blue sign with your property number
posted will save them a great deal of time and effort.
If you were to have a health emergency or fire, you
would want the responders to arrive as fast as possible.
Homemade signs or numbers posted on homes and garages
are much more difficult to locate, especially at night.
If you don’t have an E-911 sign on your property, go to https://www.co.aitkin.mn.us/departments/highway/pdf-files/911Application.pdf.
Fill out the form and mail it with a check for $30 to cover the sign, post and hardware. That’s a small fee to pay for the knowledge
that your property will be easily located. When you install the sign, place it at the end of your driveway where it will be easy to
read from both directions.
If you already have an E-911 sign, make sure it is installed in the best location, at the correct height and far enough back that it
won’t interfere with snow plows and road maintenance vehicles.
For information about how street numbers were assigned and a map of the grid, go to https://www.co.aitkin.mn.us/departments/
GIS/e911-explained.html
The Big Sandy Lake Association encourages all property owners to have this simple protection.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, St. Paul District, awarded a $5.3 million dollar contract in November 2020 to Kaiyuh
Services, LLC, out of Anchorage, Alaska, for the rehabilitation of the Sandy Lake Dam.
Construction is expected to occur throughout 2021 and 2022, with further construction schedule details being finalized this
winter. Construction will include replacing the deteriorating concrete wall in the lock chamber with removable steel panels, a new
mechanically-operated slide gate in the log sluice, replacement of the six existing slide gates, concrete repairs along the upstream
face of the dam and various electrical updates to modernize operations and support mechanical operation of the six slide gates and
log sluice gate.
“The St. Paul District is committed to ensuring continuous safe operation of Sandy Lake Dam, while also providing safe
recreational opportunities for the general public during construction,” said Sam Smith, Corps of Engineers project manager. “We
look forward to delivering this critical infrastructure project so that you and your family can continue to enjoy Sandy Lake Dam
for years to come.”

Winter Drawdown of Big Sandy Lake
The annual drawdown of the Big Sandy Lake reservoir for the
2020-2021 winter season is currently underway. Every winter the
Corps lowers the water levels on Big Sandy Lake approximately
2 feet to help prevent flooding in the spring that can be caused by
snowmelt and rain. Typical yearly operations of the Big Sandy
Lake reservoir are shown in Table 1. The drawdown begins Oct.
1 and follows a designated guide curve as specified in the Sandy
Lake Dam water control and operations manual, which was
developed by the Army Corps of Engineers, St. Paul District.
This curve allows the reservoir to gradually be lowered each
month to prevent adverse shoreline and environmental impacts.
From Oct. 1 to Feb. 1, the lake is lowered roughly 5 inches per
month with lake elevation targets as shown in Table 1. It should be noted that the reservoir cannot be lowered below elevation
1214.30, the bottom of the winter drawdown, without Congressional notification.
Throughout the winter months Corps staff closely monitor and adjust gates on the Sandy Lake Dam and take weekly snow and ice
measurements, which are provided to the district’s water management team and the National Weather Service. If you would like to
track current lake elevations and drawdown progress, hourly readings can be found online at https://water.usace.army.mil/.

BSL REAL ESTATE UPDATE
by Stu Mortrude
Boat traffic on Big Sandy Lake was not the only thing that was much higher than normal in 2020. Over the past 12 months the number of lake
shore properties which sold on Big Sandy Lake were roughly twice the typical yearly average. Over the past four years (2016-2019) the number
of lake shore transactions were 26 in 2016, 31 in 2017, 36 in 2018 and 33 in 2019. The total number of lake shore sales on Big Sandy Lake in
2020 were reported at 56 through December 10th with two sales pending or yet to close.
The 2020 sale prices ranged from $60,000 to $639,000 with the average sale price being $292,969. The 2020 average sale price is above
the 2019 average sale price which was $262,903. Average sale prices however can be misleading as there is always a number of vacant lot
transactions, or properties which sold for redevelopment.
According to area realtors their biggest problem over the past 12 months was having sufficient inventory or properties for sale to meet the
demand from potential buyers. They also reported that in several cases buyers were in bidding wars for properties which resulted in sale prices
ending up above original asking prices.
What will all this mean for 2021 is anyone’s best guess. However, from a realtor’s perspective and for the 58 new families on Big Sandy Lake
we can assume that 2020 was not all bad.

An Update From Your Conservation Officer

Talon Metals Project Update

by CO Amber Ladd
Winter is here! I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday season
and that you are able to get out and enjoy some of this weather
many of us enjoy. Whether it is the first trip of the year or you
have been out a few times already – do me a favor and take a
peek at your registration on your ATVs and/or snowmobiles. In
the winter months it is often an oversight to get those registrations
updated. Also, check the DNR website or regulation book for
information on youth operations with ATVs and snowmobiles.
There are many youth partaking in outdoor recreating with
distance learning in most areas. I love to see them out and about
but we want to be sure they are also safe. Remember helmets and
safety classes!
A note to all sledders and anglers…
Litter is the number one complaint I get in the winter months as it
pertains to the lake. This comes in all shapes and sizes and usually
is accompanied by several different excuses so please, take it out with you. If you see litter along the way, pick it up and help
keep Big Sandy clean!
Be safe and as always, if you have any questions/concerns/TIP (Turn in Poachers) information call or email me! Also, I should
mention, TIP is a non-profit organization that is affiliated with the DNR to help ensure the protection of our resources. Anonymous
reports are accepted as well.
Conservation Officer Amber Ladd #553
Amber.Ladd@state.mn.us
218-392-0689
MN DNR – Enforcement, McGregor Station

The year 2020 began with Talon taking over operatorship
from Kennecott Exploration (part of the Rio Tinto group) and
commencing our first drill program as operator of the Tamarack
High-Grade Nickel Project. After completing a successful
drill program in March, our team decided to bring in our own
geophysical equipment, drill rig, and drilling team to continue the
exploration work necessary for moving the project forward. This
in-house work began in August with the commencement of our
second drill program and is currently continuing into the new year.
In 2021 Talon will be focused on priority tasks that are required
in order to get the project into production responsibly. Ultimately
our goal is for the Tamarack Project to be a domestic source
of battery grade sustainable Green Nickel for electric vehicles.
Green Nickel is nickel that is sourced in an environmentally and
socially responsible way, from exploration, to mining, to the end product. To meet this goal, a major part of our work this year will
include continuous geophysical surveying for identifying drill targets, drilling, and advancing our environmental work for a PreFeasibility Study (PFS). Environmental work will include several investigations on carbon sequestration for the project. Talon will
also continue metallurgical test work, which looks at how nickel and other metals can be extracted from the ore and processed into
a product.
If you are interested in receiving Talon’s quarterly newsletter for project updates, or would like a tour of the Tamarack Project,
please reach out to Jessica Johnson at 218-460-9345 or email johnson@talonmetals.com.
We hope everyone has a safe and happy new year!

2020 AIS Update
Each year the Minnesota Legislature allocates $10M to counties to help cover the cost of AIS prevention activities; ~$275K of that
grant flows to Aitkin County and ~$30K of that grant is used to help fund staffing of certified AIS inspectors on four Big Sandy
boat launches during the summer weekends. This is critical funding to support our AIS prevention activities on Big Sandy.
Aitkin County was only able to staff about half the number of launch inspectors this summer due to the pandemic, so our weekend
launch inspector coverage was down about 50% vs. the previous year. The number of boats inspected on Big Sandy launches
was only down about 18% vs. the previous year, so boating activity probably increased from last year as people found boating
to be one of the activities they could still do during the pandemic. Non-compliance issues found during the launch inspections
improved from 1.4% in 2019 to 0.5% in 2020 (good news). Non-compliance issues observed were due to either arriving at the
boat launch with the drain plug installed, or arriving at the boat launch with weeds or mud on the boat or trailer.
Zebra mussel prevention and detection continues to be a focus area for BSLA, due to the ease at which zebra mussels can be
transferred from lake to lake from incoming boats, docks, lifts, bait buckets, etc. In 2020, Farm Island and Little Pine lakes
were added to the list of zebra mussel infested waters in Aitkin County. Proximity to a zebra mussel-infested water is one of the
primary risk factors. You can now travel 45 minutes from Big Sandy in any direction and find infested waters.
Zebra mussel veliger (larvae) sampling was again negative this year (more good news). A positive result on this test would mean
that there was a reproducing population of zebra mussels in the lake.

BSLA On Facebook
For up-to-date information on lake conditions, events and a place to share Big Sandy pictures and memories, join the Big Sandy
Lake Association Facebook site. Membership is open to property owners, area residents, visitors, family members – anyone with
a personal connection to the lake. Your request for information or latest fish photo can reach 3000 members. Because we are a
nonprofit organization, posts and comments must be courteous and no advertising, buying or selling are allowed.

Zebra mussel early detection plates were installed again this year at the boat launches and on several private docks. Results were
negative again this year (good news). A positive result on this test would mean we have zebra mussels present in Big Sandy.
BSLA continued work with the DNR this past summer on management options for the flowering rush infestation located up in
Waban Bay. This project will continue in 2021.
As always, we stress the importance of knowing and following all of the regulations to prevent AIS infestation. Mitigation can be
extremely expensive and often is unsuccessful. Prevention is key to keeping our lake clean and healthy for recreation, maintaining
property values and everyone’s enjoyment.

Big Sandy Lake Association

Mission Statement
With respect for future generations, the
mission of the Big Sandy Lake Association
- through education, leadership, and by
example - is to protect and improve water
quality, promote best practice shoreline
management and use, and seek balance and
harmony between the rights of property
owners and existing (and proposed) rules,
regulations, statutes, and laws.

www.bigsandylakemn.org
for the latest BSLA news
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