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President's Letter
It has been over a year since
Virginia and I sold our
home in the Twin Cities and
moved to our current home
on Big Sandy Lake on the
east side of Bell Horn Bay
as full-time residents. I’m
often asked how it’s going
and how I managed to
swing it, so I decided to use
a bit of space in this letter
for a quick update.

The whole experience has
been great for me, as I’ve
wanted to live at the lake for a long time, but it’s been a more difficult transition for Virginia to
leave the conveniences of our home in Minneapolis and in particular, to be so far away from our
grandchildren. We do travel to the cities at least once a month and have the kids over to visit, have
dinner and to swim in the pool at the hotel where we stay, so we still get to see them, just not as
often.

I would have loved to move to the lake a lot sooner. I’ve been coming to and enjoying my time at
Big Sandy since my parents bought a small cabin on the southern end of Bell Horn Bay in the mid
1950’s and Virginia and I bought our first cabin on Kimball Point Road in 1987.

In order to get Virginia on board with the big move, I had to agree to build her a new craft room for
her card-making and paper crafts. In the meantime, she has made some new friends and is having
fun with them, as well as enjoying our Thursday evening date night at various local restaurants. The
craft room is finally finished and she’s been busy moving all her craft supplies into the room and is
now in the process of getting it organized.

The weather this winter has been exceptionally cold, windy and downright ugly a few times since
mid-December, but this too shall pass. I’ve only been out fishing a couple of times and put less than
50 miles on the snowmobile so far. I hope there will be a lot more good weather, so that everyone
can spend some quality time in the great outdoors and enjoy all Big Sandy has to offer.

You might have noticed that I referred to our bay as Bell Horn Bay and not Bill Horn Bay. Most
people know that the bay was originally named Bill Horn Bay after a trader by that name, who lived
on the south end of the bay. However, the name was changed to Bell Horn Bay when the developers
started advertising lots for sale. Maybe it was a mistake, or maybe they thought Bell Horn sounded
better. I’ll continue to call it Bell Horn, as that’s the name it’s been called for the past 60 or so years
and I think it has a nice ring to it.

We have recently mailed out the invoices for membership dues for the Big Sandy Lake Association
and we would certainly appreciate you all renewing your memberships for another year.

In closing, I hope you’ll all be careful out on the lake and in your own yards! The roads can be
challenging after and during storms and stairs and walkways can be dangerously slippery, too. I
hope you all enjoy the rest of the winter season.

Bruce Johnson, President, Big Sandy Lake Association
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Winter CO Report
by Conservation Officer Amber Ladd

Winter is firmly upon us with some brutally cold weather.
We have had a couple of warmups but a lot of time in a
deep freeze which is good news for those going out on the
ice as conditions have been favorable, if you can handle
the cold. Keep in mind that with all the water flowage in
Big Sandy there are still areas that are not safe and you
can still hit spots that have poor ice. Exercise caution.

Fishing has been hit and miss this winter and snowmobile
activity has been down with the lack of snow in the area.
This is a good time to double-check your registration on
your recreational vehicles to ensure they are up to date. If
traveling on public waters (which includes frozen waters)
you do need valid registration on your snowmobile or
ATV. Also, familiarize yourself with the regulations for
operating these machines, especially as it pertains to
minors.

The majority of the violations I see with recreational
vehicles this time of year is registration and youth
offenses. As always, if you have questions, feel free to
contact me or the general information line listed below.

Stay safe and warm!

CO Amber Ladd #553, MN DNR Enforcement (McGregor)
Email: amber.ladd@state.mn.us, Cell: 218-392-0689
TIP: 800-652-9093 or #TIP from your cell phone.
Dispatch: 651-582-1543
General DNR info: 1-888-MINNDNR

AIS Boat Inspection Outcomes for 2017

Steve Hughes, District Manager, Aitkin County Soil and
Water Conservation District, reported to BSLA on the
number of inspections and AIS issues found on the
sixteen Aitkin County lakes that are monitored.

In summary, Big Sandy has 20% of the county's
inspection volume. The biggest issue by far is boat plugs
not being removed. Here are the 2017 data findings:

10,000 boats inspected (2,150 on Big Sandy)
1.4% non-compliance rate (152 issues out of 10K
inspections)
1% for plug not pulled (0.8% for Big Sandy)
0.30% for weeds or mud (none on Big Sandy)
0.14% denied launch (e.g. standing water in boat,
requires decontamination, and so on) - 0.05% or 1 boat
on Big Sandy.

Winter Snowpeople on Big Sandy,
from Alysia Vistad

SAVE THE DATE!!

Big Sandy Lake Association Annual Brunch Event
Saturday, May 19, 2018

10 a.m. to 12 noon

Free at Big Sandy Lodge
FOOD, PRIZES, GIFTS AND FUN!

Meet neighbors and friends to eat, socialize,
and learn about best shoreline practices

for our beautiful Big Sandy Lake.

What we do (or don’t do) on the land around our shoreline matters, and can have
a significant impact on water quality. Come hear ideas from experts

about practical ways to improve your shoreline, and how managing
your land reduces the amount of pollution that enters the lake.

Whether you’ve been enjoying the lake for many years, or you’re
a new property owner, you will benefit from this event.

Watch for additional information on our website,
bigsandylakemn.org, and on our Big Sandy Lake Association

Facebook page.

Where’s Your BSLA
Membership Packet?
When you recently received your BSLA
membership packet in the mail, did you
throw it away? Bury it in a pile of mail to
be dealt with on a later date, like so many
of us tend to do? Or did you set it out to
pay it right away?

If you threw it away, you missed an
important opportunity to help keep our
lake clean and safe. The association’s
Board of Directors is a group of
volunteers who are committed to that
goal. But the board can’t do it without the
support of the area property owners and
businesses. Your tax-deductible donation
provides funding to:

• Train and pay the inspectors who have
successfully kept Aquatic Invasive

Species from being transferred from other lakes into Big Sandy where they could severely impair the health of the
lake

• Offer informational sessions and provide newsletter articles on topics of concern to residents and visitors

• Monitor legislative activities that might impact the lake

• Assist with water quality testing

• Help the Minnesota DNR and Aitkin County improve the quality of our fishery for all property owners and
tourists.

If you buried the packet with the intention of paying it at a later date, you risk missing the benefits of full-year
membership. We have had members donate as late as November, and although we welcome memberships year-
round, if you wait until late in the year, you’ll miss the quarterly newsletters, the annual meeting, and informational
updates throughout the year. This would be a good time to go find your form and either drop it in the mail or pay by
PayPal on our website at BigSandyLakeMN.org.

Part of the Madson clan, wearing their Big Sandy
Lake shirts, from Debra Madson.

A Few Photos from our members. Thank you!
See our BSLA Facebook page for some spectacular color photos taken on

Big Sandy Lake.

Clearing the family ice rink,
from Callie Bruce

Big Sandy Lake Association

Mission Statement
With respect for future generations, the mission of the Big Sandy Lake Association --
through education, leadership, and by example -- is to protect and improve water
quality, promote best practice shoreline management and use, and seek balance
and harmony between the rights of property owners and existing (and proposed)

rules, regulations, statutes, and laws.
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Winter Drawdown on Big Sandy Lake
by Tamryn Frauenshuh, Site Lead/Natural Resources Specialist, Sandy Lake Recreation Area

Winter data for Big Sandy Lake is once again available online from the Army Corps of Engineers St. Paul District!
Weekly measurements of snow, snow water content, ice, and frost conditions are posted on the newly refurbished Corps
of Engineers St. Paul District Water Management website.

The new website is called “Stream Gages” and it can be accessed by going to www.mvp-wc.usace.army.mil/. Winter
data can be found under the “Reports” tab for areas throughout the St. Paul District, including all six of the Corps of
Engineers Mississippi Headwaters sites.

In addition to the winter measurements, hourly information on water levels and outflows can be accessed on the re-
designed website. To access real time lake and river elevations utilize the “Reports” tab and near the top of the web
page you will see the heading “Real Time Reports.” From here you can select the reservoir that you wish to monitor.

Site-specific information available on these pages includes: a photo of the dam, current pool and tailwater elevations, a
graphical representation of elevation readings over the past 7 days, and real-time pool, tailwater, and outflow readings.

Water elevation data is also still available on the “River Gages” website at www.rivergages.com. For questions or a
detailed instruction pamphlet on using the “Stream Gages” or “River Gages” websites, as they apply to Big Sandy Lake,
please email sandy.lake@usace.army.mil or call 651-290-5850.

Helpful Hints:

• Pool refers to the water that is upstream of the dam (the reservoir – i.e. Big Sandy Lake).

• Tailwater refers to water that has exited/below the dam (the departing river - i.e. Sandy River).

• Flow or outflow refers to the amount of water moving through the dam at any given time measured in cubic feet per
second or cfs. A cubic foot is equal to approximately 7.48 gallons.

• All time references on the Stream Gages website are currently listed in UTC, or Coordinated Universal Time. UTC
time values can be converted to the present time (in the 24 hour time clock or “military time”) by subtracting 6 hours
from the UTC value listed. For example: 2100 UTC minus 6 hours equals 1500 Central Standard Time or 3:00 PM.

• Normal summer pool elevation for Big Sandy Lake is 1216.31 NGVD29.

Thanks, Grandpa! The Founding of Savanna Portage State Park
by Kathryn Beatty, Director, Big Sandy Lake Board

Whenever I hike in Savanna Portage State Park, I take a moment to silently thank my grandpa. After a career as a
railroad postal clerk, he and my grandma retired to Big Sandy. They had owned property on the lake since the early
1940s and had vacationed here every summer, enjoying the solitude and beauty of the north woods. So they were
familiar with the existence of the six-mile portage that had been an important route for Native Americans, fur traders,
and explorers traveling between the Great Lakes and the Dakota plains.

Clifford Greer, who was assigned by the Works Progress Administration (WPA) to write a book about the region,
chronicled the history of the park in Twelve Poses West, A History of the McGregor Lakes Region and Savanna State
Park. He wrote that while William Johnson was working for the American Fur Company in the 1800s, he wrote a
detailed description of the entire route from Lake Superior to Sandy Lake. During the early 1900s, several explorers
located and mapped the trail. Then in 1940, a group of Explorer Scouts from Minnesota and nearby states cleared trails
and put up markers to make the park easier to enjoy.

Special credit must be given to O. L.
Johnson, the Aitkin County
Representative to the State Legislature
in 1957-58, for initiating a series of
meetings promoting setting the area
aside as a park. In August of 1960,
Lawrence Hansen chaired a meeting
that formed the Savanna State Park
Association to officially pursue this
goal. My grandfather, Al Mescher, was
one of the people who attended that
meeting and was elected to be their
treasurer. Lawrence Hansen was elected
president, Steve Antolik vice president,
and Hazel Sorenson secretary. The other
board members were Fred Boelter,
Robert Harder, Isadore Iverson, P. A.
Johnson, Phil Werner and Dr. C. H.
Whitney. This Robert Harder was the
father of Robert Harder, Jr., who regularly contributes articles of historical and cultural interest to this newsletter.

The members of this board put in many hours traveling to St. Paul, making contacts, seeking funding and promoting
the designation of Savanna Portage as a state park. On April 10, 1961, my grandpa and five other members of the
association met with Senator Norman Hanson, Representative Burger Nurminen, and Myrtle Shisler of the County
Historical Society in the office of Governor Elmer L. Andersen. They witnessed the signing of the bill that officially
created the state park. Bob Harder, Jr. and I have identified some of the people in the photo that was taken that day:
center is Governor Andersen, second from left is Al Mescher, fourth from right is Hazel Sorenson and Myrtle Shisler
is far right. Sen. Norm Hanson and Rep. Burger Numinen are in the picture but we can’t identify them. If anyone
recognizes any of the others, please let me know at kathybeatty12@gmail.com.

Bob Harder, Jr. has for many years sought to formally recognize the two most active members of the association, O. L.
Johnson and Hazel Sorenson. It is through their endless hours of hard work and diligence that the park was recognized
as a state park back in 1961.

We often tend to take our natural treasures for granted, forgetting that there were people who had a vision and worked
very hard to achieve that goal. Take time to visit this nearby park and walk the historic trails --enjoy spring’s emerging
growth, summer’s fishing and swimming, fall’s brilliant colors and winter’s snowy paths. When you do, remember the
people who made it possible.

Savannah Portage State Park Founders

Big Sandy Snow Angel, from
Kevin Mullen

Our BSLA Business Members

Please give our business members your
patronage. They understand that the
well-being of Big Sandy Lake is essential
for the well-being of their business.

A+ Auto Body
A & M Electric
Aardvark Septic
American Legion Post 23
Aspen Realty, Inc
Bann's Bar & Restaurant
Big Sandy Camp & Retreat Ctr
Big Sandy Lodge & Resort
Catholic Youth Camps
Century 21 Twin Lakes Realty
Christian Realty North
David Winegar, DDS
Dive Guys Aquatic Weed Removal
EyeCare Center of McGregor
Floe International
Grand Timber Bank
Independent School Dist #4
Lake Country Power
Light Publications Satellite Office
McGregor Lanes
McGregor Realty & Property Mgmt
Meyer's Service Center
Minnesota National Golf
Nistler Plumbing & Heating
Peat Inc.
Tamarack Pest Control
Thrifty White Pharmacy
Voyageur Press
Willey's Marine
Willey's Sports Shop & Spirits
Yellowstone Log Homes
Zorbaz on Big Zandy

Minnesota Fish Facts
National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife
(U.S. and Minnesota Reports), U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service

Licensed anglers in Minnesota: 1.4 million
Fishable lakes: 5,400
Miles of fishable rivers and streams: 18,000+
Species of fish: 162 — although not every kind of fish
lives everywhere.

Who goes fishing?
Most resident anglers are from urban areas. However, a
higher percentage of people living in rural Minnesota go
fishing, compared to the percentage of people in urban
areas who fish.
Males account for 65 percent of fishing license holders.
Females account for 35 percent.

Fishing habits
Significantly more time is spent fishing on lakes than on
rivers and streams.
The average Minnesota angler spends fifteen days fishing
each year.

Walleye are the most sought-after fish in Minnesota,
followed by northern pike and muskie combined, then
panfish, bass, crappie, and trout.

Cabin Country by the Numbers

An October 22, 2017 article in the Minneapolis Star Tribune provided some interesting statistics about the importance
of seasonal and second homes (referred to as “cabins” in the article) in Minnesota, and in this part of the state:

Top cabin counties by percentage of cabin tax:
Cass 62% 12,058 cabins (2015)
Aitkin 61% 8.537 cabins
Hubbard 50% 5,590 cabins
Crow Wing 47% 13,941 cabins

Top cabin counties by number of cabins:
Crow Wing 47% 13,941 cabins (2015)
Cass 62% 12,058 cabins
Aitkin 61% 8,537 cabins
Hubbard 50% 5,590 cabins
Research confirms that good quality water is the main attraction for these cabin owners. This is why the overriding
mission of the Big Sandy Lake Association is to protect and improve water quality in our lake -- and why it’s so
important to be a BSLA member. Thank you!

Kennecott Offers Drill Rig Tours
by Amanda Miller, Communities Coordinator, Kennecott Exploration Company

Kennecott has been exploring for nickel and copper near Tamarack since 2000. They conduct exploration using
geophysical surveys and core drilling. Geophysics allows Kennecott to look at the physical properties of rock below
the earth’s surface. Information from the surveys is used to help identify potential areas for drilling. Once drill targets
are identified, diamond core drills are brought in to extract rock samples for further analysis.

This winter, Kennecott is working with Idea drilling, a company based out of Virginia, MN, to drill up to six drill
holes about 3 miles north of Tamarack. About 30 contractors are on site, and work is expected to continue through
mid-February. They still do not know if there will be a mine; exploration efforts this winter are focused on expanding
their knowledge of geology in the area and to increase the size of the known nickel and copper resource.

As a company, Kennecott commits to keep the community informed of project changes and developments by
attending community meetings and through their Open Door Policy. People who would like more information are

welcome to stop by and ask
questions at the office in Tamarack.

Kennecott also offers on-site drill
site tours. Tours typical tour take
about an hour, and groups of
various sizes are welcome. If
you’re interested in visiting a drill
rig or would like to learn more
about Kennecott’s work in the area,
please contact Amanda Miller at
218-768-3292 or
amanda.miller@riotinto.com.
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Weekly measurements of snow, snow water content, ice, and frost conditions are posted on the newly refurbished Corps
of Engineers St. Paul District Water Management website.

The new website is called “Stream Gages” and it can be accessed by going to www.mvp-wc.usace.army.mil/. Winter
data can be found under the “Reports” tab for areas throughout the St. Paul District, including all six of the Corps of
Engineers Mississippi Headwaters sites.

In addition to the winter measurements, hourly information on water levels and outflows can be accessed on the re-
designed website. To access real time lake and river elevations utilize the “Reports” tab and near the top of the web
page you will see the heading “Real Time Reports.” From here you can select the reservoir that you wish to monitor.

Site-specific information available on these pages includes: a photo of the dam, current pool and tailwater elevations, a
graphical representation of elevation readings over the past 7 days, and real-time pool, tailwater, and outflow readings.

Water elevation data is also still available on the “River Gages” website at www.rivergages.com. For questions or a
detailed instruction pamphlet on using the “Stream Gages” or “River Gages” websites, as they apply to Big Sandy Lake,
please email sandy.lake@usace.army.mil or call 651-290-5850.

Helpful Hints:

• Pool refers to the water that is upstream of the dam (the reservoir – i.e. Big Sandy Lake).

• Tailwater refers to water that has exited/below the dam (the departing river - i.e. Sandy River).

• Flow or outflow refers to the amount of water moving through the dam at any given time measured in cubic feet per
second or cfs. A cubic foot is equal to approximately 7.48 gallons.

• All time references on the Stream Gages website are currently listed in UTC, or Coordinated Universal Time. UTC
time values can be converted to the present time (in the 24 hour time clock or “military time”) by subtracting 6 hours
from the UTC value listed. For example: 2100 UTC minus 6 hours equals 1500 Central Standard Time or 3:00 PM.

• Normal summer pool elevation for Big Sandy Lake is 1216.31 NGVD29.

Thanks, Grandpa! The Founding of Savanna Portage State Park
by Kathryn Beatty, Director, Big Sandy Lake Board

Whenever I hike in Savanna Portage State Park, I take a moment to silently thank my grandpa. After a career as a
railroad postal clerk, he and my grandma retired to Big Sandy. They had owned property on the lake since the early
1940s and had vacationed here every summer, enjoying the solitude and beauty of the north woods. So they were
familiar with the existence of the six-mile portage that had been an important route for Native Americans, fur traders,
and explorers traveling between the Great Lakes and the Dakota plains.

Clifford Greer, who was assigned by the Works Progress Administration (WPA) to write a book about the region,
chronicled the history of the park in Twelve Poses West, A History of the McGregor Lakes Region and Savanna State
Park. He wrote that while William Johnson was working for the American Fur Company in the 1800s, he wrote a
detailed description of the entire route from Lake Superior to Sandy Lake. During the early 1900s, several explorers
located and mapped the trail. Then in 1940, a group of Explorer Scouts from Minnesota and nearby states cleared trails
and put up markers to make the park easier to enjoy.

Special credit must be given to O. L.
Johnson, the Aitkin County
Representative to the State Legislature
in 1957-58, for initiating a series of
meetings promoting setting the area
aside as a park. In August of 1960,
Lawrence Hansen chaired a meeting
that formed the Savanna State Park
Association to officially pursue this
goal. My grandfather, Al Mescher, was
one of the people who attended that
meeting and was elected to be their
treasurer. Lawrence Hansen was elected
president, Steve Antolik vice president,
and Hazel Sorenson secretary. The other
board members were Fred Boelter,
Robert Harder, Isadore Iverson, P. A.
Johnson, Phil Werner and Dr. C. H.
Whitney. This Robert Harder was the
father of Robert Harder, Jr., who regularly contributes articles of historical and cultural interest to this newsletter.

The members of this board put in many hours traveling to St. Paul, making contacts, seeking funding and promoting
the designation of Savanna Portage as a state park. On April 10, 1961, my grandpa and five other members of the
association met with Senator Norman Hanson, Representative Burger Nurminen, and Myrtle Shisler of the County
Historical Society in the office of Governor Elmer L. Andersen. They witnessed the signing of the bill that officially
created the state park. Bob Harder, Jr. and I have identified some of the people in the photo that was taken that day:
center is Governor Andersen, second from left is Al Mescher, fourth from right is Hazel Sorenson and Myrtle Shisler
is far right. Sen. Norm Hanson and Rep. Burger Numinen are in the picture but we can’t identify them. If anyone
recognizes any of the others, please let me know at kathybeatty12@gmail.com.

Bob Harder, Jr. has for many years sought to formally recognize the two most active members of the association, O. L.
Johnson and Hazel Sorenson. It is through their endless hours of hard work and diligence that the park was recognized
as a state park back in 1961.

We often tend to take our natural treasures for granted, forgetting that there were people who had a vision and worked
very hard to achieve that goal. Take time to visit this nearby park and walk the historic trails --enjoy spring’s emerging
growth, summer’s fishing and swimming, fall’s brilliant colors and winter’s snowy paths. When you do, remember the
people who made it possible.

Savannah Portage State Park Founders

Big Sandy Snow Angel, from
Kevin Mullen



Did You Know?
by Robert O. Harder

This gem of a lake was
well-known in European
capitals a hundred years
before Thomas Jefferson
wrote the Declaration of
Independence. During the
middle-to-late 1600s, such
early traders and explorers
as Pierre Radisson, Sieur
des Groseilliers, and
Daniel Greysolon Sieur du
Lhut were among the first
white men to traverse it. In
the 1830s, Henry
Schoolcraft paddled over
it after crossing the
Savanna Portage on his
way to discovering the
source of the Mississippi
River. (He named that lake
Itasca, an acronym derived
from the Latin "veritas caput," a.k.a. true source.) Schoolcraft wrote glowingly of the beautiful lake at the end of the
Portage, where he began his departure upstream to the river's beginning:

"[The] blue jay and brown thresher, the pigeon and turtle dove occasionally appeared in the forest, to enliven this part
of the journey. On approaching the lake we ascended a lofty pine ridge [that] commands one of the most charming
views of this romantic little lake, which suddenly rose to our impatient sight like 'a burnished sheet of living gold' that
gleamed with the declining sun..."

The native Ojibway called it Kom-tong-gog-o-mog, the French-Canadians Lac du Sable, both names a specific
reference to its sandy shores (all this was before the Libby Dam raised the lake levels and drowned the sandy shores
that surrounded the original lake). During the first half of the 1800s it became part of one of the most important
commercial waterways in the North American interior, providing the Atlantic seaboard access to the riches of the
upper Mississippi River valley. Later it figured prominently in the lumbering industry of the upper Midwest; Frederick
Weyerhaeuser's famous Pine Tree Lumber Co. operated very large camps on or near this lake in the years leading up
to World War One.

By the mid-1920s the fur trade was long gone and very nearly every tree greater than six inches in diameter at the
trunk had been harvested (photos during this era show horizons filled with nothing but scrub trees and brush). In
addition to the tree harvesting scars left behind on lakes and land, dredge ditches had been dug throughout eastern
Aitkin County. While temporarily beneficial to farmers by draining away excess water, in the long run the ditches did
more harm than good. Because the water-absorbing forests no longer existed, natural rainwater runoffs became much
more damaging. Further, the very thin fertile topsoils of the area were quickly used up (the first years of crop farming
were excellent thanks to those fertile but thin top soils and the long warm summer nights). Because of those early
bountiful crops, settlers had flocked to the area. When the Depression pressed down with full force in the mid-1930s,
combined with increasingly poor crop yields and the still unpaid obligation bonds for building those earlier dredge
ditches, the vast majority of settlers were crushed. One can see the effects of all this by viewing the dramatic ups and

downs recorded on first-half twentieth-century census figures. The 1930s was a cruel time for those who made their
living from the land and lived in and around the lake.

Fortunately, there was a glimmer of economic light. With the advent of ever more reliable automobiles and
increasingly better roads, Twin City real estate developers began casting covetous eyes on this lake and its neighboring
sisters, all of which offered pioneer-like privacy, cool summer days, fine hunting, and, most importantly, tremendous
fishing. After World War Two, tourism on the lake came into full bloom; by the mid-1950s there were more than
thirty-five resort operators on the lake and its tributaries. Nevertheless, conditions were about to once again
dramatically change. By the 1960s, more and more vacationers desired, and were able to afford, their own "cabin at the
lake." With resort profits as thin as they (almost always) were, most operators began selling their cabins and lots to
these individual vacationers. In just a relatively few years, large numbers of new people had either permanently or
seasonly moved onto the lake, with the familiar family resort nearly disappearing.

Not surprisingly,
with so many
different people
coming into close
contact with one
another, new
difficulties
emerged, most of
which continue to
this day. Folks had
(have) completely
different (often
conflicting) views
as to what kind of
a lake place they
want and how they
wish to recreate.
The trigger for
beginning to
reconcile such
issues was the
devastating floods
of the early 1950s
(Editor's Note: See

our November, 2017 newsletter), when the lake's first resident association was formed. From that time to now, the Big
Sandy Lake Association has picked up the torch and today serves as your voice in the political, economic, and
ecological arenas of our community.

When we look back at the writings of Schoolcraft and others, we can only marvel at the almost paradise-like qualities
of the original Sandy Lake, realizing how crucial it is that what we still have left not be taken for granted. The best way
to protect your investment in this priceless heritage is to band together, the old strength-in-numbers strategy, and
become a member (if you are not already) of the Big Sandy Lake Association. For as little as $30 per year (see
elsewhere in this newsletter for all membership options), you and your family can join us as Fellow Stewards of the
Lake. Representing a Minnesota Star Lake with one of the highest member-to-resident ratios in the state, the BSLA is a
501C3 non-profit organization dedicated to protecting the lake and the interests of all its permanent and seasonal
residents. To all current members--thank you for your continuing support! To all our neighbors--we hope you'll join us!

(Editor's Note: This is an updated, revised version of an earlier article that appeared in the January, 2001 newsletter.)

Daniel Greysolon, Sieur du Lhut

Trader's Post Store
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