
Big Sandy Lake Association Meeting 
Big Sandy Lodge – 11/2/2019 

 

 

Called to Order at 8:30 a.m. 

Board Members Present: Bruce Johnson, Christopher Krolak, Jack Johnson, Dick Beatty, Margo 
Gisselman, Stu Mortrude, John Sturner, Janet Hill, Russ Thompson, Laurie White 

Others Present: Bob Greifzu, Ron Smith, Bill Reed 

A. Review and Approve October Meeting Minutes: Stu moved, Margo seconded 

B. Review October Membership and Treasurer’s Reports: Dick reported on behalf of Kathy 
Beatty – no substantial changes since then, except the additional of 1 new member for a total 
of 589 members, 35 business members. Both reports will be updated at the December meeting. 

C. President’s Report 

 a. Today’s meeting will be short to allow for a special presentation by the Army Corps of 
 Engineers regarding plans for repair and re-construction of the Federal Dam at Libby. 

b. Bruce is working on getting Barbi Martz as the Guest Speaker for the December 
meeting.  

c. Fishing Contest – Bruce reported that BSLA has been asked to sponsor/take the lead 
on the  annual fishing contest on Lake Minnewawa. After discussion, it was decided that 
the most practical plan for us would be to continue on as we have in the past and help 
out with the event in any manner we can without taking on the entire event.  

D. Director’s Reports 

a. John Pilney, Jack Johnson and Bruce have met again with the McGregor mayor and 
City Council representative regarding our continuing conversation with them about the 
city’s sewage system. Potassium levels coming out of McGregor have fallen off a bit, but 
are still of concern. McGregor has hired a consulting firm and their recommendation is 
to dig deeper drainage ditches, but the funding has not been approved.  BSLA will 
continue to monitor the situation until the plan and funding are approved. 

b. Margo Gisselman reported on the “Love Your Lake” event scheduled for Saturday, 
May 9, 2020. Subject matter and speakers are being lined up now. 

c. Laurie White reported that she is forming a committee made up of property owners 
and wakeboard boat owners to discuss thoughts, complaints and suggestions for 
wakeboarding rules/guidelines on the lake, in order to control potential damage 



wakeboarding may be doing to the shoreline, and how to encourage best practices so 
that both groups can co-exist peacefully.  This committee will report to the full board 
sometime in the Spring. Larry Matson, a property owner who lives on Ponderosa Point 
was present to talk about damage around his property and asked  about our position on 
the subject and we promised to keep him appraised of the committee’s work and will 
notify all members of any decisions made on the subject.   

E. Other Reports 

a. Jim Carlson discussed the BSLA placemats and let us know that he would like to place 
a new order for additional placemats with updated information and logo design, etc. Jim 
will get in touch with Ben to begin the update. 

 b. Ron Smith reported that Shamrock Township staff is geared up and ready for winter. 

c. Bill Pratt reported that new speed limit signs with flashing lights have been installed 
on bridge road with more to come, and also reminded us of the new Government 
Center that is about to open in Aitkin.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:49 a.m. 

 

Next Meeting is on Saturday, December 14 at 8:30 a.m. at the Big Sandy Lodge. 


