
I’m sure most of you are looking forward to another year of fishing on Big Sandy and we 
hope you’ll enjoy your time on the lake this summer.  

The BSL association will staff public accesses to Big Sandy Lake with trained volunteers to 
check the boats coming into the lake for Aquatic Invasive Species. We have about 60 people 
signed up for this program. Tom Peterson will coordinate the training and scheduling along 
with the help of Andy Streeter and Brian Herbranson.  We are asking for more volunteers 
to step up to be trained to help keep our lake clean and beautiful.

We did not receive the funding we had hoped for from the DNR and had some difficulty 
getting scheduling for training, but are now ready to go with it. Your dues increase will 
finance the costs of supplying the equipment associated with the project. It is only through 
the care and concern of YOU, the members of the association, that we are able to take this 
important step toward protecting Big Sandy Lake from invasive species.

This year I will be stepping down from my position as President of the Big Sandy Lake 
Association.  It has been very rewarding and I want to thank the many people who have 
served on your BSLA board, both present and past, who have contributed to making my 
role on the board such a great experience.

Our membership has been growing and I would like to thank Ron Smith of Shamrock 
Township; Brian Napstad, our County Commissioner; Scott Turner, our Aitkin County Sheriff 
and Dan Guida, our Aitkin County deputy and water patrol officer for their help and guidance 
with our needs and programs. There are many more who have offered their leadership and 
advice, for which we are grateful.

I also want to introduce Bruce Johnson who will be your new BSLA President. I thank 
Bruce and Virginia for their work in producing our fine newsletter. I have great confidence 
in Bruce and know our Lake Association will prosper under his guidance. 

I hope to see many of you at our annual meeting Saturday morning, June 9th at the Big 
Sandy Lake Lodge. Sign in is from 8:30-9AM.  

We have an outstanding speaker and writer, Steve McComas, as our guest this year and 
he will talk to us on Water Quality and Invasive Species.  He also gave us permission to 
reprint and share his article called Loving Your Lake, which was originally printed in Cabin 
Life magazine.

Steve has had experience and AIS training working on Lake Minnetonka and other Twin 
Cities waters so this should be 
interesting and informative for all 
of us.

We are also asking for volunteers 
to help at the 5K Run on May 20th 

also at the Big Sandy Lodge. The 
BSL association will benefit from the 
proceeds of this event, which will 
further our efforts to keep invasive 
species out of Big Sandy.

I wish you all a safe and enjoyable 
summer on our beautiful lake. I 
hope to see you out on the lake.
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Letter from the Editor...      Bruce Johnson, editor, Bsla newsletter

Don’t miss the Annual Meeting on Saturday, June 9th at Big Sandy Lodge & Resort!  We will have a special 

guest speaker and an election for open Board of Directors positions.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS notifications to the BSLA should be sent via e-mail to bslassociation.org, or if you 

don’t have access to e-mail, you can call Karen Trembley at 426-4421.

Please be aware that recently there has been a rash of SCAM PHONE CALLS, mostly targeting local 

seniors, by persons claiming to be calling from “the bank” and asking for personal information, including 

account numbers.  NEVER GIVE OUT YOUR BANK ACCOUNT NUMBERS OR SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 

OVER THE PHONE TO ANYONE CLAIMING TO BE FROM A BANK OR CREDIT CARD COMPANY!  Your 

bank and credit card companies already have your information and will NOT call you to ask for it or “confirm” 

it.  Some scammers will even offer to let you talk to their so-called supervisor to try to convince you they are 

legitimate.  If anyone calls asking for your personal information, simply hang up the phone.

July 4th Fireworks – Please consider making a contribution to the SLA to support the fantastic fireworks 

display put on by Wayne Floe.  Everyone enjoys watching them and it would be nice if everyone would 

contribute as well.



We need your help!
By andrew streeter

Can you imagine what it would be like to jump into the water 
just to get cut by thousands of razor sharp zebra mussels, or 
milfoil so thick that all you catch are weeds? 

As you know aquatic invasive species are an enormous 
threat to the well-being and productivity of any lake, and they 
are right on our door step and ready to dive in. 

We have been working hard on creating an inspection program that will help to prevent this from happening to 
Big Sandy.  Starting Friday, May 11th volunteers will be manning public accesses around Big Sandy assisting 
boaters in the inspection of their boats and trailers. 

We need more volunteers to ensure this program   is a success.  All that we are asking from you is to attend 
a training session that will take about one hour  at a convenient location near the lake.  Each volunteer would 
commit to working one four hour shift a month at a public access. If you understand the severity of this issue 
and would like to do something about it, contact one of our directors or e-mail us at  bsla@bslassociation.com. 
We are the first line of defense to keep these invasive out of Big Sandy Lake!

Fireworks Show & Contribution Reminder
•  This year’s 4th of July fireworks show will take place at 10:15PM on the 4th. 
•  At 10 PM a radio simulcast from Floe’s Island home will be transmitted from 

94.3 FM KKIN 
•  Contributions will only be collected through the SLA fireworks sponsorship 

program. This will reduce double accounting and any confusion as to how to 
donate.

•  Please go to Shamrocklakesfireworks.com to donate on line and see how the 
continuous sponsorship program works.

Thanks again and get ready for a very explosive Big Sandy 4th of July 
fireworks celebration!     Cheers!!

BSLA BoARd oF dIRECToRS
Name	 Phone	 Email

John Gornick  .......................  426-5607
Janet Hill ...............................259-4090 janet.hill@rocketmail.com

Andy Streeter  ................  218-341-6864 ajs2186@yahoo.com

Mickey Utech .........................426-3834 mickeyute@aol.com

Jim Carlson, Liaison .................426-4256 carlsona@frontiernet.net

Bob Greifzu, Liaison ................  426-4055 mcragbag@hotmail.com

Jim Knoble, Liaison ..................426-3867 jknoble@frontiernet.net

Mark Johnson, Liaison .......612-219-8037 markjjohnson@q.com

John Merboth, Liaison .............. 426-3606 syljohn@frontiernet.net

Jim Krezowski, Pres. ................ 426-3194  krezco@frontiernet.net

John Sturner, V. Pres. ............... 426-5436 johnsturner@comcast.net

Brian Herbranson, Treas. .......... 426-4565 brianherbranson@gmail.com

Karen Trembley, Sec. ............... 426-4421 
Mark Anderson ............... 952-913-5891 halsteadcomm@aol.com

Dean Anderson ...................... 426-3516 mainmoose463@yahoo.com

Vern Awes ............................. 426-4170 vawes@frontiernet.net

Bruce Johnson ....................... 426-5221 bwj4@comcast.net

John Pilney ............................ 768-2106 jppilney@aol.com

Bill Reed  ..............................  426-0137 williammreed@yahoo.com

Name	 Phone	 Email



Vern awes  –  Incumbent
I first came to Big Sandy back in the late 50’s and early 

60’s with family and friends.  During the 70’s I returned, 
vacationing with my children at several of the lake’s resorts.  
In 1981, I purchased my home on Fisherman’s Bay.  As a 
retiree from education in 2000, I moved to Big Sandy on a 
permanent, year round basis.  Thus, I have a considerable 
ongoing interest in the lake and the surrounding area.  I was 
elected to the Board in 2009.  During my tenure, in addition to 
water quality and invasive species, I have the sub-committee 
responsibility for “water surface issues.”  This includes items 
such as wakes in the rivers, conflicts between boaters and 
fisherman, jet skis too near the shoreline and more.  My view 
is that our lake is large enough to safely provide for a wide 
variety of activities, without conflict.

Bruce Johnson  –  Incumbent
My family bought a cabin on Big Sandy Lake in 1955 and 

I have been coming to the lake continually since then.  My 
wife, Virginia, and have had our own place on the lake since 
the 1980’s and currently have a home on Bell Horn Bay.  We 
spend 5 days a week at the lake and 2 days in the twin cities 
to spend time with our children, grandchildren and friends.  I 
have been a member of the BSLA Board of Directors for the 
past three years, in addition to being the editor of the BSLA 
newsletter.  I would like to submit a bid for re-election to the 
Board.  I’ve enjoyed my time on the Board and have learned 
a lot about lake management, invasive species and what we 
can do to help keep Big Sandy Lake a beautiful and healthy 
Minnesota Star Lake going forward.

daVe schaaf
My family homesteaded on Big Sandy Lake in 1948 and I 

have lived at the lake full-time for the past 8 years in my home 
on Fisherman’s Bay.  I was a State Senator for 8 years and 
a past councilman and mayor for 4 years each in Oak Park 
Heights (east of St. Paul).  I was self-employed in various 
businesses before coming to Big Sandy.  I was attracted to 
and impressed by the Lake Association and its successful 

efforts in achieving Star Lake status for Big Sandy Lake.  I 
would like to be a member of the board and make whatever 
contributions I can to continue to improve and promote Big 
Sandy Lake going forward.

Ben Gisselman
I am interested in running for one of the open positions on 

the BSLA Board of Directors, so that I can help contribute to 
the continued well-being of Big Sandy and the surrounding 
lake community.  I have been coming up to Big Sandy all of 
my life and spend a significant amount of time at the lake year-
round.  I live in South Minneapolis and work as an attorney in 
private practice in the city of Bloomington. I have a law degree 
from Hamline University and a Bachelor of Science degree 
in natural resource management and environmental law from 
the University of Wisconsin - Stevens Point. I believe that 
my background in the law and education regarding natural 
sciences will help me in contributing to the Board’s work.  I 
have experience serving on a number of other boards and will 
be available for regular attendance at the monthly meetings 
and other events throughout the year.

John Pilney  –   Incumbent
I have been on the Big Sandy Lake Association board for the 

past six years and would like to be reelected for an additional 
three year term. I believe the board has been effective in 
advancing its mission for the lake and in keeping its members 
informed on relevant issues. My particular interest is water 
quality. I have worked with the Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency and the Aitkin County Soil and Water Conservation 
District on the recently completed TMDL study to assess 
the possible sources of pollution (namely phosphorus) that 
is preventing the water quality of Big Sandy from meeting 
state standards. (A link to the TMDL study can be found 
on the Associations web site.) What now remains is for the 
board to work with the County to seek funding from the state 
(such as Legacy money) to implement recommendations for 
improving water quality.  Before retiring, I worked at 3M in the 
corporate environment group and later as a plant manager at 
the Cottage Grove site. 

Meet the Candidates

Election of officers
During the Big Sandy Lake Association (BSLA) Annual Meeting on Saturday, Jun 9th, at Big 

Sandy Lodge, there will be an election for open positions on the Board of Directors.  The Board has 
15 Directors and each position is held for a three year term.  The positions are staggered so five positions are open for 
election each year.  Directors may run for re-election, but all five positions are open to anyone who is interested in running.  
All members are eligible to vote and will get a ballot at the Annual Meeting containing the names of the candidates.  

The ballot will have space for write-in votes to accommodate those who may decide to run after the ballot has been 
printed, as well as for anyone nominated from the floor at the meeting.

If you are interested in getting your name on the ballot, please contact Vern Awes, 218-426-4170, or Bruce Johnson, 
218-426-5221.



One of the great joys about spring and the upcoming cabin 
season is the knowledge that once again we can look forward 
to those delightful early morning/late evening loon concerts! 
Officially known as the Common Loon, these ancients have 
been residents of Big Sandy for literally millennia. While we 
humans have shared the lake with our Minnesota State Bird 
for a long time, there are still many things about this often 
secretive waterfowl most of us do not know. Recently, I came 
across a 1952 scientific booklet called The Common Loon 
in Minnesota by Sigurd T. Olson and William Marshall (MN 
Museum of Natural History, University of Minnesota Press), 
which contains some fascinating information about the roughly 
12,000 loons that make Minnesota their home.  

for example, did you know . . .
- The origin of the word “loon” derives from the English word 

lumme, meaning lummox, an awkward person.
- The Common Loon is the most prolific of five separate 

loon species.  
- Islands are by far the preferred nesting sites, which are 

located directly on shore’s edge. Typically, loons lay two eggs 
per clutch and rear one brood each season. Incubation time 
is 29 days.

- One day old chicks are sooty black over the back, sides, 
and head; the rest of their plumage is mostly gray.

- During the second and third weeks of life the chick becomes 
definitely lighter colored; a three week old chick has a white 
breast.

- Adult plumage, with its striking patterns of black and white 
set off by the bird’s eerie red eyes, is not fully attained until the 
third summer--with both sexes colored nearly identical.

- A large bird, Common Loon wing span can reach nearly 
five feet; body length nearly three feet. 

- Male loons are generally heavier, about 7-9 lbs.; females 
around 5-8 lbs.

- Primarily fish eaters, loons will if necessary eat just about 
anything under water, including crustaceans, mollusks, insects, 
and vegetation. 

- An adult loon appears to have three basic characteristic 
actions while floating on the water’s surface: first, there is 

the ‘normal’ swimming posture, cruising around like a duck; 
second, we find a ‘peering’ attitude where its head is dipped 
into the water usually looking for food though sometimes it 
seems to do this while also simply cruising about, and thirdly, 
there is the ‘rolling preen’ posture on the water’s surface, where 
the loon rolls on one side, exposing its white under parts while 
at the same time waving the upper foot slowly in the air and 
vigorously preening its feathers.

- The loon is a poor flyer; its labored takeoffs can take 
between twenty yards to a quarter mile, depending on wind 
and surface conditions. Their top flying speed has been timed 
at up to 60 mph, though they rarely can get higher than a few 
hundred feet above ground.

- Able to swim underwater much like an otter, and possibly 
even faster, the loon can barely manage to move on the 
ground because of the design of its legs and their far rearward 
positioning.

- Loons use only their webbed feet for underwater propulsion; 
the wings are for steering or balance only. A torpedo shaped 
design aids dives to as deep as 90-100 feet, and possibly 
even deeper in some cases. Forty seconds appears to be an 
average dive time.

- Loons can swim with varying amounts of their body exposed, 
even appearing at times to sink from sight, indicating they can 
somehow alter the specific gravity of their bodies.

- There are four types of loon calls: 1) the best known is 
the high-pitched tremolo, or the “laughing call,” hence the 
expression ‘crazy as a loon.’  From three to ten notes are 
uttered rapidly, usually heard when the bird is alarmed; 2) 
the yodel, similar in many respects to the yodel effected by 
a human voice, is best described, said Sigurd T. Olson (son 
of the famous conservationist, Sigurd F.), by the syllabication 
a-a-whoo-queee” - queee-wheoooo’ - queee.” The weirdest, 
most maniacal of all the calls, the yodel is sometimes called 
the “crazy woman’s call.” Most often heard at dusk, it seems to 
express a kind of exuberance by a lone loon, often stimulating a 
tremolo by itself or another bird; 3) the wail, expressed by Olson 
with the syllables ahaa-ooo-ooooo”ooooo-ooo-ahh, though it 
often can be heard with many variations. It’s used mostly as 
a summons to a mate or their young; and 4) the muted hoot, 
mostly one syllable calls and notes that basically communicate: 
“I am here, where are you?”

Our Minnesota Common Loons begin migrating in October, 
with most wintering along the Gulf of Mexico just off the Florida 
Panhandle, arriving back home beginning each April. During 
their “snow bird” phase, the loon looks decidedly unloonlike, 
wearing a rather scruffy gray plumage and moping about quietly 
like some avian version of a street person. In fact, most winter 
visitors to the Panhandle region are dumbfounded to learn 
this nondescript hangabout is the fabled northern loon, the 
majestic water bird whose mysterious habits and eerie cries 
have for uncounted centuries stirred the collective human 
consciousness.

Did You Know...? By Robert O. Harder



Run for the Lake
Run for the Lake, a 5K race, is being sponsored by the Big Sandy 
Lodge and Resort over Memorial weekend. Sign up for our flat 
and fast Run for the Lake with family and friends! The race begins 
and ends at Big Sandy Lodge & Resort with awards for overall 
male/female, plus 14 years and under.

The Run for the Lake race will be held on Saturday, May 26th, 
2012 and start at 10:00 am. Registration begins at 8:30 am in the 
Big Sandy Lodge & Resort parking lot. The entry fee is $20.00 per 
person with the entry forms for the race available on the BSLA’s 
website or at Big Sandy Lodge & Resort. All proceeds go to the 
Big Sandy Lake Association. 

A New Year
The saying, “nothing stays the same forever,” is true for many things in life.  And it certainly 

is true for many things around the lake this year.  Weather, water conditions and regulations 
are among the many things that change regularly.  While the first two are outside of our 
control, the latter is something that changes as needed for safety reasons or to protect our 
precious natural resources.

New this year from the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is the 
requirement to have an invasive aquatic species decal on your watercraft.  It is a 
great way to remind people about the necessary steps they must take to help prevent 
the spread of exotic species.  Much effort is being done right now around the state to 
accomplish this task, none of which will be successful without the help and cooperation 
of the boating public.

Also, a reminder that the slow no-wake zones changed 
during the boating season last year on the Prairie River 
(now 4,350 feet upstream and 900 feet downstream 
from the Lake Avenue bridge).  This change is a result 
of property owners, the Big Sandy Lake Association, 
the Aitkin County Board and the Aitkin County Sheriff’s 
Office all working together!

The last change that I will mention, and which I hope to see at certain places 
this year:  Respect - for your neighbors and fellow lake users. Loud music, 
fireworks and other loud noise are the kind of activities that take away from 
the enjoyment of others and prompt calls to the Sheriff’s Office.  If you are one 
whose behavior prompts those calls, make that change!

Working together for a safer, more enjoyable Big Sandy Lake!

As always……  enjoy Aitkin County….. safely!

Scott	Turner
Aitkin	County	Sheriff



Reprinted with permission of Steve McComas
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