Big Sandy Lake Association
Mission Statement
With respect for future generations, the mission of the
Big Sandy Lake Association --through education,
leadership, and by example -- is to protect and improve
water quality, promote best practice shoreline
management and use, and seek balance and harmony
between the rights of property owners
and existing (and proposed) rules, regulations, statutes,
and laws.
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President's Letter

A Minnesota
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We’re back from a wonderful, warm and relaxing two and half months in sunny south Florida.
We missed a lot of this past winter, but there was still snow, wind and cold upon our return, so
we didn’t miss it all. Our time in Florida was very enjoyable, but it’s always great to get back
home. We don’t feel too bad about missing some of the middle part of winter, though.
Now that it’s finally warming up, I’ve been busy getting ready for another great spring and
summer at the lake. It’s time for raking, trimming bushes and trees, cleaning up the garden,
cleaning patios and decks and then moving on to organizing and cleaning the docks, boats and
lifts.
Recently, I’ve been thinking about a few of our older friends and want to pass on some of my
thoughts. I believe that as we get older, it becomes more difficult to stay active. I think about
some who have all the resources anyone could want in order to be able to enjoy each and every
day as they age. However, they choose not to get out, exercise, join groups of like-minded
individuals for friendship, clubs, dinner, or just get out of the house and DO something.
Eventually they just become couch potatoes in such bad shape that they simply cannot do
anything.
I feel that we all owe it to ourselves to not allow this to happen to us. With the amount of things
needing to be done around our homes and properties, we should rarely find ourselves with
nothing to do. We must work at staying healthy and busy.
Of course, there are people who are physically incapable of doing a lot of these activities and we
should reach out to them and offer assistance when we can. A ride to the grocery store, helping
shovel a walkway or driveway, raking, mowing, even dropping by just to make sure they’re all
right, would really brighten someone’s day when they aren’t able to get out to do things on their
own.
Minnesota National Golf Course will be opening soon for the 2019 season and if you’re a golfer,
it’s time to get signed up for the weekly leagues.
Big Sandy Lodge will again be hosting the annual 5K Run for the Lake on Saturday, May 25th.
It’s a very popular event that’s fun to be in, or to just watch the activities from the sidelines and
cheer on the participants.
Mark your calendars - your lake
association’s annual meeting will
be held in the lower level of the
Big Sandy Lodge on June 1st at 11 AM
and everyone is invited. There will be a
couple of speakers in addition to food and
prize drawings. Don’t miss it! I hope you’ll
all have a wonderful spring and summer
is coming soon, too. Get out there as
often as possible and enjoy our beautiful
Big Sandy Lake!
Bruce Johnson, President
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Big Sandy Lake Association

P.O. Box 21
McGregor, MN 55760

BIG SANDY LAKE ASSOCIATION

Permit No. 9
McGregor, MN 55760

PAID
U.S. Postage
Non-Profit Org.

BSLA Aquatic Invasive Species Watch

by Christopher Krolak, BSLA Board Member

You're Invited...

AIS regulations and best practice reminders:
• If you are moving boat lifts, docks, etc. to Big
Sandy they need to dry out for at least 21 days to
prevent the spread of AIS.

Aitkin County SWCD staffed launch inspectors again this
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• Boat drain plugs must be removed at the boat
launch.
BSLA AIS
prevention
focus on (new
zebra lake home)
Host:
Curtefforts
andcontinue
Julie to
Sparks
mussels. Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research
49634 202nd Place on Bill Horn Bay • Transportation of water from one body of water
Center (MAISRC) published an AIS risk model this year
to another is illegal, whether it’s in the livewell,
ranking all MN lakesRSVP
for theircarlsona@frontiernet.net
susceptibility of zebra
bottom of your boat, or in your bait bucket. This
mussel and starry stonewort infestation, based on
regulation applies during winter as well.
proximity to existing infestations, boat traffic patterns,
and lake chemistry. Big Sandy ranked in the top 1% (high
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Please
give
ourGarrison,
business
your
patronage.
Pine
Lake,
near
is members
the 3rd Aitkin
County
lake
confirmed
with zebra
mussels,
thishealth
lake’s close
They
understand
that
the good
of Bigproximity
Sandy Lake is essential to their business.
Refer to the BSLA website (bigsandylakemn.org) for
to Mille Lacs was probably a factor.
Floetopics.
International, Inc.
LIFETIME BUSINESS MEMBERS
more information on these
Ole's Resort (Kusick)
For
the on
second
year we monitored for adult zebraNistler
mussels
EyeCare Center of McGregor
Zorbaz
Big Zandy
Plu mbing and Heating
at 10 locations spread around the lake and up in the
David Winegar, DDS
Willey's Marine
Minnesota National Golf
Prairie and Sandy Rives, using submerged detector plates.
Christian Realty North, Inc.
Meyer's Service Center
Big Sandy
Lodge
& Resort
Results
were
negative.

Thank You...
You

McGregor Realty & Property Mgmt.

For the first time we screened for zebra mussel veligers
(larvae),
a test to detect
if there is a reproducing McGregor
colony ofOil
2019 BUSINESS
MEMBERS
zebra mussels in the lake. For this screening a fine
McGregor Baking Co. & Café
Yellowstone Log Homes of Minnesota
meshed net is dragged through the water column at
Lake Country Power
Voyageur
Press around the lake and the contents are sent
several
locations
Kennecott
to
a laboratory
for microscopic inspection. Results
were Exploration Co.
Township
of Workman
negative.
Independent School District #4
Thrifty White Pharmacy

Horsehoe Lake Inn
MN
DNRPest
AISControl
representatives were out in Waban
Bay
Tamarack
this
summer checking on the small infestation ofGrand Timber Bank
Prairie River Bar & Grill
flowering rush that has been present in this bay for at
Goble's Sewer Service
least 10 years. Their assessment is that the infestation is
still present and fairly stable in size vs. previous
inspections. The flowering rush is intermixed with native
BSLA BOARD
plants and wild rice so treatment options are somewhat
Bruce
Johnson, President
218-426-5221
bwj4@frontier.com
Christopher Krolak
limited.
John Sturner, Vice President
651-356-1101
johnsturner6070@gmail.com
Ben Gisselman, Secretary
612-987-1770
ben@gisselmanlaw.com
OneBeatty,
Facebook
posted a picture
this past summer
Kathy
Treasurermember
651-724-3690
kathybeatty12@gmail.com
Jeff
Backowski
218-426-4047
jcbackowski1@gmail.com
of an unusually large crayfish caught in the lake. We
Richard Beatty
651-724-4697
rjb1946@aol.com
would like to follow up
on this type of
sighting to check
Jim Carlson
218-426-4256
carlsona@frontiernet.net
for
the
possibility
of
a
new
AIS
infestation,
so if you do
Margo Gisselman
612-720-4527
mgisselman@gmail.com
Janet
Hill
(Editor)
218-259-4090
janethillnew@gmail.com
catch something unusual please retain the sample and
Jack Johnson
218-820-7265
digjack39@gmail.com

contact a BSLA representative.

Stuart Mortrude
John Pilney
Ann Rorem
Russ Thompson
Liaisons
Bill Reed
Jim Krezowski
Robert Greifzu

Century 21
Twin Lakes Realty

Your
Local Corps
Township
at Work for
You-Yard
Waste Disposal
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US Army
of Engineers
New
Water Management
Website

By Ben Gisselman
by Tamryn Frauenshuh, Site Lead/Natural Resources Specialist, Sandy Lake Recreation Area
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Searching by “City, State, Zip, or Project Name” can generate many location “hits,” so you may find it easier to
should be left behind. These sites are not intended for any commercial use.
search via “Map” function.
Much of what is left at the site is either turned into wood chips, or bulldozed occasionally into piles and then burned.
The wood chips and compost are available free for pickup for residential use. vou will notice that these sites are open for
you find
yourand
desired
you to come and go, and there is no supervision. This is a valuable serviceWhen
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for public
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The new water management website will continue to be upgraded with content and features. As changes occur, the
St. Paul District’s water management team is always happy to assist users with data requests and can be reached via
email at DLL-CEMVPEC-WC@usace.army.mil.
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The Corps of Engineers Sandy Lake Dam and Recreation Area office is open Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m.
to 4:30
during
the wintersee
months,
with federal holidays observed. Staff can be reached by calling 218-426-3482,
Forp.m.
more
information
https://runforthelake5k.itsyourrace.com/event.aspx?id=7316
or by emailing sandy.lake@usace.army.mil.
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What You Can Do to Protect the Lake You Love
Lake home and cabin owners have an unmatched passion for Minnesota’s lakes. Collectively
they volunteer 1.2 million hours towards lake protection. But there is one action that many have not yet taken and it is
critically important: become an advocate for lakes by joining Minnesota Lakes and Rivers Advocates (MLR).
Save
the
Date!
Since 1993, MLR
has been
lake home
and cabin owner’s voice at the MN Legislature.
Beginning in 2012, Minnesota Lakes and Rivers Advocates started working with lake
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MLR has built the largest and most active grassroots conservation group in Minnesota, engaging lake home and cabin
FREE
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event. constituency to protect lakes from runoff pollution, aquatic invasive
owners across the
state to
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species, poor fisheries management, loss of lake habitat. But there is more work to do.
Saturday,
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4th,in2019
Jeff Forester, Executive Director of MLR,
says, “What
happens
Saint Paul impacts each of us out on our docks,
10:00
am of
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often to our detriment. There are hundreds of
thousands
home and cabin owners in Minnesota. They have a
Minnesota
National
Golf
Course
commitment to the health of Minnesota’s
lakes, but
their voices
were
not heard because they were not organized.
MLR is dependent on individuals to keep us financially viable and effective at the legislature.”
Stay tuned
for details
the
February
newsletter.
Membership contributions
for Minnesota
Lakesinand
Rivers
are set byBSLA
the members.
People contribute what they can,
with the average being about $8 a month. This small investment in their lake is having a huge impact.
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Thank You

To learn more, and to join, go to www.mnlakesandrivers.org. Consider being a sustaining
member to maximize your contribution. See www.mnlakesandrivers.org
for more information.
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Fish passage within the old navigational lock chamber
and water supply.
structure was discussed regarding the Sandy Lake Dam
Today, the dam is managed by Corps officials in
rehabilitation. Navigation is one of the originally
accordance with the 2003 Water Control Manual,
authorized purposes of the dam. This navigation
Mississippi River Headwaters Project and the 2010
authorization still remains today and prevents alterations
Mississippi River Headwaters Reservoir Operating Plan
to the lock chamber, such as converting it to a fish
Evaluation Study.
passage structure. The Corps has taken the steps to
Purpose of the Rehabilitation
request changing the navigation authorization to fish
The Sandy Lake Dam was originally constructed from
passage authorization in the next Water Resources and
timber in 1895 and was then converted to concrete in
Development Act bill. Due to the nature of repairs needed
1908. Over its history, the dam has undergone a series of
and the timing required for new authorizing legislation,
modifications, repairs and periodic inspections. From
fish passage will not occur during this dam rehabilitation,
2011 to 2016, a series of above and below water
but will be pursued as a future project.
inspections identified several features that had deteriorated Current Status
to a point that repair or replacement was necessary to
The President’s Budget for fiscal year 2018 supported
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report for the rehabilitation project. Drafting of plans and
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construction project are currently being completed. The
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complete, the repair will be ready to be advertised for
• Log Sluice Bay – stop logs in poor condition and
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Facebook
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difficult to operate, needs replacement; and
Big Sandy Lake Association and click
• Slide Gates – operable but nearing end of typical service
More information
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updates
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Join. This
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at: https://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/Home/Projects/
life, need replacement.

for sharing current information about
our lake.

Article/1650265/sandy-lake-dam-rehabilitation-project/
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By Robert O. Harder
By Robert O. Harder
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climbed the Highlands and saw the lake and "a Sioux village
near at hand. He made a map of the lake in his head," then
hurried back to his wife at camp. However, a bit earlier he
had shot some game for their evening meal. The Sioux had
heard the shots and sent out warriors, who killed the Ojibway
man. His wife managed to escape and returned to Wisconsin
with the tale. An Ojibway war party was sent out to avenge
the death. Using the enormous advantage provided by the
white man's flint lock muskets, brought with them on their
forced migration from the East, the Ojibway drove away the
Stone Age-armed Sandy Lake Sioux and decided to stay.
The first Ojibway chief Mrs. Curtis remembered was Holein-the-Day [a hereditary name held by several generations of
chiefs]. She also recalled another chief named Misquadace.
Descendants of both still live in the Sandy Lake area and
continue to use those names.
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