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President’s Letter

A Minnesota Star Lake
Bruce Johnson

Looking out the cabin window with the overcast sky, shorter days, and snow flurries in the
air, I think back to the wonderful summer and short fall that just ended. We were able to enjoy
nice weather, good fishing, good boating, and lots of good times with visiting friends and
family. We are looking forward to a great winter that will hopefully provide more good fishing,
along with snowmobiling and other outdoor snow fun on and around the lake.
Our lake association continues to work, in various ways, on the issue of zebra mussels.
Recently some of us attended a zebra mussel workshop in Brainerd. The speakers were
the most knowledgeable we’ve ever heard. They were Dr. Peter Sorenson from the U of M
in Minneapolis, Dick Osgood who works with the Lake Minnetonka Association, and Steve
McComas who has written books and articles on the subject. The workshop was put on by
AW Research Labs in Brainerd, and they have an extensive laboratory devoted to this type of
research. We learned that there is no easy cure for zebra mussels and that we must continue
to be vigilant and to try to keep them from infesting Big Sandy.
The boat and trailer inspections -- to look for invasive species and to remind boaters to
drain and dry both before leaving the lake -- have gone well this year at the three main boat
launches on Big Sandy. Andy Streeter, who runs this project, says the use of paid inspectors
at the launches works better than using all volunteers. He plans to continue implementing
the same procedure next summer.
Rio Tinto/Kennecott has been studying the Tamarack area for some time and it appears
that they are getting close to deciding whether or not they will actually begin pit mining. Our
association has also become involved
in working with their company officials on
the tentatively planned mining operation
near Tamarack regarding the possible
impact such mining will have on our
lake. We are very concerned about
any pollutants that may eventually run
into Big Sandy, since this area is a
part of the Big Sandy Lake Watershed.
We have had tours and are having
meetings regarding their intentions in this
respect. We will do everything we can
to set standards for water draining into
Big Sandy, along with steps that will be
taken in the event that the anti-pollution
standards are not met. Pit mining has
proven to be hazardous to lakes in other
regions and we intend to do everything
continued on page 3

Aquatic
Invasive
Species
(AIS) Fight
Continues on Big Sandy Lake
by Andrew Streeter
As I’m sure you are aware, we were at the boat accesses again this
year, inspecting boats coming in and out of Big Sandy. This year we
went at it a little differently, hiring two inspectors -- Adam Peterson
and Andy Tillman -- as well as having volunteers work with them.
Adam and Andy inspected 821 boats launching into our lake, with
many of them coming from Mille Lacs and Minnetonka. We did not
come across any zebra mussels, but on one occasion at the Pier
65 access, Andy and I checked a pontoon coming from Minnetonka
that was possibly carrying Eurasian Milfoil.
I want to thank Adam and Andy for all the work they did this
summer, as well as all the volunteers who spent time with them.
Next year we will be out there again in full force trying to stop the
spread of AIS. We are always looking for more volunteers! If you
are interested, please call or email me. See upcoming newsletters
for more on this issue.

We Need Your
Ideas for BSLA
Annual Meeting
We have noticed that we aren’t
getting as much participation in the
Big Sandy Lake Association Annual
Meeting as we have in the past.
We understand that busy summer
schedules often make attendance
impossible. But we also would like to
hear your ideas on what would entice
you to attend an annual meeting.
Is it the timing of the meeting? The
location, the planned events, the
speakers?
Meeting other lake residents makes
our lake stewardship stronger, and
we are interested in hearing your
ideas of ways to bring us together
once a year for a successful
gathering. Please contact any board
member (see below for contact
information), by email or by phone,
with your thoughts. Thank you!
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we can to prevent having those same issues. This threat to our lake water is most important reason we need
a strong lake association to protect our lake and our property. We appreciate everyone’s membership in the
BSLA to support this work.
I haven’t said anything about our monthly meetings for some time, but I hope you are all aware that they are
usually held on the second Friday of each month at 8:30 AM at the Grace Lutheran Log Church and everyone
is invited to attend. If there is a date or location change, that information would be noted on the BLSA website.
The meeting usually includes outside speakers such as Sheriff Scott Turner; Shamrock Township supervisor,
Ron Smith; County Commissioner, Brian Napstad; and many others who receive special invitations to speak
to our lake association directors and members.
I sincerely hope that all of you will have a very special holiday season and that you will be able to enjoy
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and the New Year with family and friends. You can also trust that those of us who
will be here at Big Sandy during the winter will keep an eye on things and we all hope you will have a great
winter wherever you are.

What’s With All The Snails?
You’ve likely noticed that the
snail population in our lake has
skyrocketed in recent years.
Recently, the BSLA board was
asked to print information in the
newsletter about the snails. This
information is available on our
website (bslassociation.org), with
additional information gleaned from
various states’ DNR sites on the
Internet.

fourth year, they die,
and their shells wash
up on shore. Chinese
mystery snails feed on
algae, zooplankton and
phytoplankton.
This
species of snail has an
operculum, which is like
a “trap door” that allows
them to close their shells
when water conditions are harsh.

The snails in Big Sandy Lake are
Chinese Mystery Snails (CMS), a
large, olive-colored snail, native
to Asia. This species of snail was
sold in Chinese food markets in
San Francisco in the late 1800s,
and was found as early as 1914
in Massachusetts. It was probably
released from an aquarium into the
Niagara River between 1931 and
1942, and has since spread. CMS
are now present in over 80 waters
in Minnesota, including Big Sandy
Lake.

This species is ovoviviparous,
producing eggs that hatch within
the female’s body without obtaining
nourishment from it. Females give
birth to live, crawling young. Female
fecundity is usually greater than 169
young in a life time, and may reach
up to 102 for any single brood. All
females generally contain embryos
from May to August and young are
born from June through October in
eastern North America in shallow
water, then females begin migrating
to deeper water for the winter in the
fall. Females live up to 5 years, while
males live up to 3, occasionally 4
years. Females bear more young in
their 4th and 5th years than in other
years.

CMS are called “mystery” snails
because in spring, they give birth
to young, fully developed snails
that suddenly and mysteriously
appear. After reproducing in their

The CMS can form dense
aggregations.
To
date,
this
species has exerted no recorded
impacts in the Great Lakes, and is
considered relatively benign with
respect to its potential to greatly
change or influence ecosystems
and native species. However,
Chinese mystery snails can serve
as vectors for the transmission
of parasites and diseases to our
native aquatic species. It also is
a carrier of trematode parasites
found in native mussels. CMS also
compete with our native snails
for food and space, and can clog
screens of water intake pipes. In
Asia, the CMS can transmit human
intestinal flukes, however, cases
have not been documented in the
United States.

The Ides of Fall

Scott Turner
Aitkin County Sheriff

With the leaves mostly gone and the night-time temperatures below freezing, fall is well on its way –
with winter not so far behind. While the weather may have changed, it does not mean that we all have
quit using the lake for the many fall activities that Big Sandy Lake has to offer. It only means that we need
to change our practices to stay safe while enjoying the great outdoors.
Water temperatures have cooled to the point that an unexpected fall overboard into the cold water can
lead to Sudden Drowning Syndrome. Sudden Drowning Syndrome occurs when immersion in cold water causes a person to
gasp for air and they take in water instead and die.
A Personal Flotation Device (PFD) – a lifejacket for those of us who have grown accustomed to that term – helps keep
your head above water when the involuntary reflex of gasping for air occurs. That alone drastically increases your chance of
survival. The lifejacket also keeps you afloat without any unnecessary movement, enabling you to conserve much needed
energy while you are in cold water. Do yourself a favor – and a favor to all of your loved ones: WEAR YOUR LIFEJACKET!
To the right is a
chart that provides
a guideline for the
rate and effects of
hypothermia (a cooling
of the body) in cold
water.

Hypothermia Chart
IF THE WATER TEMPERATURE (F) IS:

EXHAUSTION OR UNCONSCIOUSNESS

EXPECTED TIME OF SURVIVAL IS:

32.5

Under 15 Minutes

Under 15 - 45 Minutes

32.5 - 40.0

15 - 30 Minutes

30 - 90 Minutes

40.0 - 50.0

30 - 60 Minutes

1 - 3 Hours

50.0 - 60.0

1 -2 Hours

1 - 6 Hours

60.0 - 70.0

2 - 7 Hours

2 - 40 Hours

70.0 - 80.0

3 - 12 Hours

3 Hours - Indefinitely

OVER 80.0

Indefinitely

Indefinitely

And before long there will be ice. Remember
that no ice is considered safe. Always check it
before you venture forth onto the ice. Below is a
guideline recommended ice thickness for various
activities.

As Always…
Enjoy Aitkin County …… Safely!

Notes from the BSLA
• Big Sandy Lake has a long history. Is your family part of
it? If you have a family history you’d like to write and share,
we would love to publish it in this newsletter. We will need
to keep the histories somewhat short (a couple of doublespaced pages) due to limited space in this newsletter,
but if your family has a Big Sandy history to tell, please
contact Janet Hill (see list of board members for contact
information). And if you can think of a good name for the
feature, let us know that too.
• There’s often confusion about the Big Sandy Lake
Association (BSLA) and the Big Sandy Lake Foundation
(BSLF). Both associations promote the well-being of the
lake, but they are two separate entities, not connected.

Everything done on behalf of the health and livability
of Big Sandy Lake -- such as keeping tabs on mining
corporations and invasive species, and publishing this
quarterly newsletter -- is the work of the Big Sandy Lake
Association (BSLA), not the BSLF. The BSLA is supported
by member dues only: we do not hold fundraisers or
solicit additional donations.
• We are aware that the white lights on the cell phone
tower on the north end of the lake have recently begun
flashing brightly 24 hours a day. A call has been placed
to County Commissioner Brian Napstad to help fix the
problem. As of this writing, we are awaiting word.

Big Sandy Lake
Fish Report

Rick Bruesewitz,
DNR Fisheries-Aitkin

Rick Bruesewitz of the MN DNR talked to the BSLA Board at our October meeting about
the state of the fish in Big Sandy Lake. Here are the highlights:
- Overall, the walleye count using a gill net method of collection was about the
same as 2010, but there were more fish over 14” than the DNR had seen since 1999.
- Crappie numbers are high, with more over 10 inches than previously seen, as well as fish up
to 13.3 inches.
- Highest perch catch (in era of standardized surveys) with good numbers of fish up to 11.8 inches.
- Pike numbers about the same, but with more fish over 24 inches.
- Tullibee numbers down, but they are known for coming back strong.
- Bluegill numbers higher, but not high. Excellent size distribution.
- Smallmouth bass numbers low, but still more than there were 15 years ago.
- Higher numbers of suckers: white, silver, and shorthead red horse.
- Second year in a row of the highest fall electrofishing catch of young-of-the-year walleye
(490/hour) -- the highest average Rick has seen anywhere.
- Just as many 14-17 inch fish as last fall, but with more fish in the 12-13 inch range.
So, this is good news for fishing in Big Sandy. Don’t tell anyone!

2013 Operation
Christmas

by Ann Carlson

Preparations are underway for Operation Christmas
2013. Operation Christmas is a program supported
by area businesses, service clubs, and individuals,
and coordinated by volunteers to collect and provide
Christmas gifts for families in need. In 2012, we collected and provided gifts
for 203 families consisting of 529 children in Aitkin County.
Gifts for all ages of children (0-18) are needed. Gifts should be new and
unwrapped. Your cash donations are used to purchase additional gifts and toys
as donated ones are depleted. In 2012 over $16,000 was spent for this purpose.
Cash donations, in the form of a check, should be mailed to OPERATION
CHRISTMAS, 50 2nd Ave. SE, Aitkin, MN 56431 or dropped off at any of the
sites listed below. Checks should be made payable to “Operation Christmas”.
Gift donations will be accepted in the McGregor area at McGregor Schools,
Grand Timber Bank, Members Cooperative Credit Union, Grace Lutheran (Log)
Church, Floe International, Round Lake Presbyterian Church, Sam’s Grocery
in Tamarack and One Stop Gas & Groceries in Palisade. In the Aitkin area:
Aitkin Motors, Bremer Bank, Members Cooperative Credit Union, Paulbeck’s
County Market, Auto Value, and Security State Bank.
Families in need of help register in advance to set up a time to pick out gifts for
their children. Details will be forthcoming in the local newspaper. This program
is at no cost to the family!
Early donations assist us in a more efficient coordination of the program. If
you have any questions please feel free to contact Jim Carlson at 218-4264256 or Molly Dox at 218-232-1126.
Gift donation deadline is Sunday, December 15, 2013. Gift distribution will be
December 17-19 at the Moose Lodge in Aitkin. Thank you for your assistance
in keeping the Operation Christmas program alive.

Check Docks
For Zebra
Mussels
Now that most of us have
removed our docks for the
season, this is an excellent
time to check for zebra
mussels on your dock posts,
frames, and on the underside
of the decks. Also, check
your boat after you have
pulled it out of the water, for
any signs of the mussels
underneath.
If you find any zebra
mussels, please immediately
notify the Minnesota DNR at
651-296-6157 or one of the
BSLA board members.

Did You Know...?

By Bryan J. McGinnis as Guest Author for Robert O. Harder

There are a few hundred post cards of Big Sandy Lake. In the May 2013 issue we began retracing Bob Harder’s March
issue “virtual reality text tour” of the Lake using real photo postcards from the 1930s to the 1960s, which period parallels
the rise and decline of resorts on Big Sandy Lake. Follow along as we continue to Webster Bay and other the places
named by Bob. The cards have descriptive comments, including dates on used cards.
7. Hill Crest Resort on Webster Bay. 1947
8. Kare Phree Pines – now Big Sandy Lodge. 1940
9. Wotring’s Resort. 1941
10. The Pleasure Palace – now Big Sand Bar

7.

9.

11.

11. Emerald Isle – now known as Goat Island. 1945
12. Proof that the Mattoons had goats at Ridge Park
13. The Ark in the late 1920s. 1937
14. The main road (HWY 65) going across the dam

8.

10.

12.

13.

14.

ANGELS Needs Your Help
ANGELS (Area Neighbors Giving Elderly Live-in
Services) is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization based
in McGregor. Our mission is offering assistance to help
seniors live safely in their homes with independence
and dignity. Our service area includes 23 townships
in Aitkin County, including the townships in which Big
Sandy Lake is located. We provide services such as
grocery shopping, transportation to appointments, chore
services, home care, visits to the lonely and homebound
-- and much more.
We recently purchased the building we’ve been renting
for several years. Now we need to address the renovation
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Aitkin County Map, page 4
Approved State Nonferrous Metallic Minerals Leases
Effective 10.26.2013
State Nonferrous Metallic Minerals Leases
12

Approved 7Lease: MMG USA Exploration
- Labeled by Mining
Unit# (n=1) 10
8
9
See tabular data on
Active Leases
pages 5-6 for more detail

Exclusionary Lands or Special Features

There are no exclusionary lands or special features that intersect the approved
metallic minerals lease's (MMG USA) section (S. 27, T.47, R.23). For more
information on the leased parcels see the attached table.
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Purpose Statement
A competitive state nonferrous metallic mineral
lease sale was held on October 24, 2012. At a7
12
11
meeting held on October 25, 2013, the State
Executive Council approved 31 state non-ferrous
metallic minerals leases in Aitkin, St. Louis and Lake
Counties. The approved leases are to MMG USA
Exploration LLC, DMC (USA) LLC, and Encampment
Minerals, Inc., the high bidders at the Department
of Natural Resources' October 24, 2012 Metallic
Minerals Lease Sale. The purpose
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is to show the location of the specific parcels that
were bid upon, and that were approved by the
State Executive Council on October 25, 2013.
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19
24
October232013. Director, Jess Richards.

To w n s h i p
5

4

Township 46,
Range 22
Lo cat o r M ap
8

9

17

16

20

21

p.4/6

by Betty Jo Johnson

and maintenance issues that come along with an older
building: new roof, insulation, cement floor, lighting, and
many other projects.
We are seeking your help in making the needed repairs
and updates through a Capital Campaign. With your
generous contribution we will provide a Senior Center
as well as offices for the Attic store, MACC (McGregor
Area Clothing Closet), and ANGELS offices. Checks
should be made payable to ANGELS and sent to PO Box
35, McGregor, MN 55760. If you have any questions or
would like to be a volunteer, call the ANGELS office at
218-768-2762. Thank you!

MINING TAKES A
STEP CLOSER
  The Minnesota DNR has announced that at a meeting

held on October 25, 2013, the State Executive Council approved 31 state non-ferrous metallic minerals leases. One of
the bids (by MMG USA Exploration LLC) was in Aitkin County,
involving about 240 acres.
   To see a map of the areas in Aitkin County included in
this decision, see http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lands_minerals/leasesale/index.html. Click on the “Maps and table” link,
and go to page 4.
   This area is within the Big Sandy Lake watershed. Please
help support the BSLA in our ongoing efforts to hold the mining companies accountable for toxic runoff, which will -- if
not cleaned up -- eventually end up in Big Sandy Lake.

www.BSLassociation.org
You can find updates, copies of newsletter articles,
coming events and area information,
as well as the minutes of the monthly board meetings.
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