Big Sandy Lake Association

Mission Statement
With respect for future generations,
the mission of the Big Sandy Lake
Association -- through education,
leadership, and by example -- is to
protect and improve water quality,
promote best practice shoreline
management and use, and seek
balance and harmony between the
rights of property owners and existing
(and proposed) rules, regulations,
statutes, and laws.
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. . . for the latest BSLA news
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President's Letter
What a wonderful summer it’s been.
There were plenty of beautiful weather
opportunities to be on the lake, play golf
and visit with friends and relatives.
Saturday of Memorial Day weekend was
the annual Run for the Lake 5K run,
which was again sponsored by the Big
Sandy Lodge and Resort. There were
approximately 180 people signed up to
run or walk and I would like to thank
each of them. Their participation helps to
support the Big Sandy Lake Association,
as we are the nonprofit that benefits from
the run. As a result of the Run, Josh Kuha
of Big Sandy Lodge donated a check in
the amount of $1,200.00 to the BSLA.
The Lodge personnel and everyone who
helped organize and work at the Run,
including the runners, deserve our sincere
thanks and appreciation.
Photo credit Alan Denardo
On June 24th, your lake association held
its annual meeting at the Big Sandy
Lodge with a great turnout. We elected two new members to the Board – Margo Gisselman
and Stu Mortrude. We now have all 15 positions on the board filled. Following the
meeting, all attendees were treated to a very nice lunch.

The 4th of July weekend fireworks set off from Floe Island were absolutely amazing and
beautiful. It seems they get better every year. The weather was perfect and the number of
boats on the lake was unbelievable. Thanks to Wayne Floe and his many assistants for all
the work they contribute to make this an annual event, enjoyed by all.
A final observation that needs to be mentioned is the increasing number of “surf boats” on
Bell Horn Bay. These large boats make big waves than can be destructive to our shoreline.
However, I have noticed that all of these boats are running in the center of the bay and
moving north/south, rather than close to the shoreline. This makes a big difference and we
appreciate those boaters.
I hope everyone has a great finish to the summer and we’ll be looking forward to seeing
you at Wild Rice Days on Labor Day weekend in downtown McGregor!
Bruce Johnson, President, Big Sandy Lake Association
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BSLA inboard
weighs in on
the Big Sandy Area

Notes
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COoutcome in the case of incomplete removal of sunken weathered bitumen could be a
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Another
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Line 3 DEIS
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Amber Ladd
longer lasting
impairment
of a surface-water

The Big Sandy Lake Association board submitted the following comment during the recent comment period,
Wild
Ricewith
Days,
McGregor
addressing
problems
the DEIS
that directly affect Big Sandy Lake.

September 2, 2017
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Public Comment: Line 3 Project (CN-14-916 and PPL-15-137)

Fun for the whole family! Arts & crafts vendors,
The Big
Sandygames
Lake Association
(BSLA)
Board of Directors submits the following comments for the Line 3 Draft
food
vendors,
for the kids,
entertainment,
Environmental
Impact
Statement.
bake
sales, parade,
and
more. Free entry. $3.00
Wild Rice Days Button enters you into a drawing
Background
for $750, $250 and $100 cash
Big Sandy Lake is a 10-square-mile fishing and recreational lake in northern Aitkin County. It is the foundation of
If you have events to share in this newsletter,
the economy of nearby McGregor, Minnesota; full-time and
seasonal
property
ownersyouonhave
Big
Sandy support over
"Because
you have
a family, because
a job,
contact Janet Hill at janethillnew@gmail.com
because
you
have
a
house
and
mortgage,
because
100 businesses in this part of the state.
the car is all packed and your vacation is over, that's
why you have to come down from that tree."

Richard Guindon
Enbridge’s preferred route for the Line 3 “replacement” pipeline passes within a few miles from an inlet
to Big
Sandy Lake, and continues along the width of our sub-watershed on its way eastward toward Superior.

High Speed Internet arrives at Big Sandy Lake
Risks for Big Sandy Lake
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Big Sandy resident Patti Pagenkopf was cleaning her parents' cabin, which she now owns, when she came across this
up on it. In general, be courteous and keep your neighbors in mind. One unique concern with these true wake boats is there are
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By Robert O. Harder

As always, if there is a violation or concern and you have specific information about the watercraft I will do my best to follow
boats it’s usually the same as all other recreational boaters and has to do with not having enough life jackets on board or
gunwale riding.

Hydro Jets
A new trend that is showing up on Big Sandy is the use of hydraulic jet systems to clear out vegetation and sediment around
shoreline areas. I have written several articles about aquatic vegetation and the great resource Big Sandy has with the wild rice
beds. Several lakeshore owners want to have a clear/clean/weed-free sandy beach. MN laws requires that a person have a
permit to remove any vegetation that grows above the surface of the water (including wild rice). The hydro jets use water to
push sediment (muck) as well as aquatic vegetation away from the system. Hydro jets are illegal to be used in MN and
enforcement action will be taken as they change the cross section of the shoreline by dredging out the sediment.

Private Docks
A question was sent to me about private docks. Docks extending from private property are also considered private property. It
is not legal for someone to go onto a private dock without permission and utilize it. I would treat it the same as them going onto
your private land. This is not a situation we deal with often and there are several different public opinions on it. If you have an
ongoing problem and need assistance let me know and I can give you more information on the topic. In general, respect others’
property and privacy. Big Sandy is a large lake and there should be plenty of areas to play without disturbing someone else’s
property.
As always, feel free to contact me for further information or consult with the MN DNR website. Have a safe rest of the
summer!
CO Amber Ladd #553, MN DNR Enforcement (McGregor)
Email: amber.ladd@state.mn.us

Cell: 218-429-2021

TIP: 800-652-9093 or #TIP from your cell phone.

Zebra Mussel Detectors Around the Lake
by Christopher Krolak, BSLA Board Member

This spring, BSLA deployed an early detection process for zebra mussels on
Big Sandy. The goal of this process is to identify any zebra mussel
infestation on Big Sandy as soon as possible, to possibly enable area
quarantine and treatment and to help slow down the spread of this AIS to
other bodies of water. Currently, there are 275 water bodies in Minnesota
infested with zebra mussels. Any boat or dock lift transported from one of the
infested waters to Big Sandy without being drained and decontaminated has
the possibility of spreading zebra mussels to Big Sandy.
The zebra mussel early detectors used on Big Sandy were designed by a
biologist from the Minnehaha Watershed District. Each detector consists of a
set of PVC plates, which is hung from a dock and pulled out of the water
periodically to inspect for the presence of attached zebra mussels. Currently,
BSLA has 8 detectors deployed throughout the lake: four detectors at DNR
and Corp of Engineer boat launches and four at private residences (see map at
bigsandylakemn.org/ais-inspection-program). Through the first two months
of monitoring, no zebra mussels have been found in Big Sandy Lake.
We would like to expand the monitoring to additional sites throughout the
lake. If you are willing to install detector plates on your dock or help with the
inspections, please contact me. (cjkrolak@gmail.com or 612-991-2108).

Zebra mussel detector at the
DNR boat launch just north of
Zorbaz. The detector is
collecting a lot of Chinese
mystery snails, but no zebra
mussels have yet been
detected.
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Big Sandy resident Patti Pagenkopf was cleaning her parents' cabin, which she now owns, when she came across this
up on it. In general, be courteous and keep your neighbors in mind. One unique concern with these true wake boats is there are
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Lake.
Thank
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sharing!
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By Robert O. Harder

As always, if there is a violation or concern and you have specific information about the watercraft I will do my best to follow
boats it’s usually the same as all other recreational boaters and has to do with not having enough life jackets on board or
gunwale riding.

Hydro Jets
A new trend that is showing up on Big Sandy is the use of hydraulic jet systems to clear out vegetation and sediment around
shoreline areas. I have written several articles about aquatic vegetation and the great resource Big Sandy has with the wild rice
beds. Several lakeshore owners want to have a clear/clean/weed-free sandy beach. MN laws requires that a person have a
permit to remove any vegetation that grows above the surface of the water (including wild rice). The hydro jets use water to
push sediment (muck) as well as aquatic vegetation away from the system. Hydro jets are illegal to be used in MN and
enforcement action will be taken as they change the cross section of the shoreline by dredging out the sediment.

Private Docks
A question was sent to me about private docks. Docks extending from private property are also considered private property. It
is not legal for someone to go onto a private dock without permission and utilize it. I would treat it the same as them going onto
your private land. This is not a situation we deal with often and there are several different public opinions on it. If you have an
ongoing problem and need assistance let me know and I can give you more information on the topic. In general, respect others’
property and privacy. Big Sandy is a large lake and there should be plenty of areas to play without disturbing someone else’s
property.
As always, feel free to contact me for further information or consult with the MN DNR website. Have a safe rest of the
summer!
CO Amber Ladd #553, MN DNR Enforcement (McGregor)
Email: amber.ladd@state.mn.us

Cell: 218-429-2021

TIP: 800-652-9093 or #TIP from your cell phone.

Zebra Mussel Detectors Around the Lake
by Christopher Krolak, BSLA Board Member

This spring, BSLA deployed an early detection process for zebra mussels on
Big Sandy. The goal of this process is to identify any zebra mussel
infestation on Big Sandy as soon as possible, to possibly enable area
quarantine and treatment and to help slow down the spread of this AIS to
other bodies of water. Currently, there are 275 water bodies in Minnesota
infested with zebra mussels. Any boat or dock lift transported from one of the
infested waters to Big Sandy without being drained and decontaminated has
the possibility of spreading zebra mussels to Big Sandy.
The zebra mussel early detectors used on Big Sandy were designed by a
biologist from the Minnehaha Watershed District. Each detector consists of a
set of PVC plates, which is hung from a dock and pulled out of the water
periodically to inspect for the presence of attached zebra mussels. Currently,
BSLA has 8 detectors deployed throughout the lake: four detectors at DNR
and Corp of Engineer boat launches and four at private residences (see map at
bigsandylakemn.org/ais-inspection-program). Through the first two months
of monitoring, no zebra mussels have been found in Big Sandy Lake.
We would like to expand the monitoring to additional sites throughout the
lake. If you are willing to install detector plates on your dock or help with the
inspections, please contact me. (cjkrolak@gmail.com or 612-991-2108).

Zebra mussel detector at the
DNR boat launch just north of
Zorbaz. The detector is
collecting a lot of Chinese
mystery snails, but no zebra
mussels have yet been
detected.
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Guided tour of Floe International to benefit MLAF
by Jim Carlson

Mark your calendar to come and celebrate the 25 Anniversary of McGregor Lakes Area Foundation
(MLAF —formerly Big Sandy Lake Foundation).
th

The event will be held at the new Floe International East Plant on Friday, August 18 from 3:00 to
5:30 pm. Beverages and a short talk about the Foundation will begin the program, followed by a
talk by Cindy Gray about the history and growth of Floe International. Then Wayne Floe will give a
guided tour of the newly expanded plant.
th

The event also serves as an annual fundraiser for the Foundation. We have anonymous donors who
have pledged $10,000 to be used to match individual donations dollar-for-dollar, so your donation is
automatically doubled: $100 becomes $200; $200 becomes
$400, etc. Our goal for our 25th Anniversary is $25,000, so
please be as generous as you can be, as all donations ultimately
benefit the McGregor Lakes Area Community. RSVP to Jim or
Ann Carlson at 218-426-4256 or at carlsona@frontiernet.net.

Clean In, Clean Out
. . . It's the law

Collection bin at the Pier 65
boat launch for bait and weeds

From the Minnesota Dept. of Natural Resources
When boating or fishing in Minnesota, protect our waters
by following state aquatic invasive species laws.
Remember!
1. CLEAN all visible aquatic plants, zebra mussels, and
other prohibited invasive species from watercraft, trailers,
and water-related equipment before leaving any water
access or shoreland.
2. DRAIN water-related equipment (boat, ballast tanks,
portable bait containers, motor) and drain bilge, livewell
and baitwell by removing drain plugs before leaving a
water access or shoreline property. Keep drain plugs out
and water-draining devices open while transporting
watercraft.

For many years, nearly all of the wild rice produced in the world came from
Minnesota, and most still does. Enbridge's proposed new route for the Line 3
replacement runs through the most dense concentrations of wild rice beds in
the state.

3. DISPOSE of unwanted bait, including minnows,
leeches, and worms, in the trash. It is illegal to release
bait into a waterbody or release aquatic animals from one
waterbody to another. If you want to keep your bait, you
must refill the bait container with bottled or tap water.

KNOW THE LAW: YOU
MAY NOT…
Transport
watercraft without
removing the drain
plug.
Arrive at lake access
with drain plug in
place.
Transport aquatic plants, zebra mussels, or
other prohibited species on any roadway.
Launch a watercraft with prohibited
species attached.
Transport water from Minnesota lakes or
rivers.
Release bait into the water.

