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With respect for future generations, the
mission of the Big Sandy Lake
Association -- through education,
leadership, and by example -- is to
protect and improve water quality,
promote best practice shoreline
management and use, and seek balance
and harmony between the rights of
property owners and existing (and
proposed) rules, regulations, statutes,
and laws.

www.bigsandylakemn.org
. . . for the latest BSLA news
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Until the last few days, it’s been a
pretty good spring at the lake. I just
keep telling myself that April rain
(and snow) showers bring May
flowers, and we’re fortunate that the
trees haven’t all budded out yet.
Looking out the window, I see ice
covered branches and I’m definitely
looking forward to warmer and less
soggy weather soon. We’ve had a lot
of precipitation, but thankfully,
nothing like 2012 when the lake
flooded.

DNR Fishery Update
2016 Boat Launch
Inspection Status
Opportunities for Kids
This Summer
Donating to BSLA the
United Way

Star

Lake

Photo credit Art Smith
Virginia and I recently attended the
Taste of McGregor event at the
Lake Service Providers:
Community Center, which was sponsored by the McGregor Chamber of Commerce. It was
Permits Required
well-attended and we had the opportunity to try samples of wonderful foods offered by
many restaurants in both McGregor and the local lake restaurants. We were glad we went
and enjoyed many tasty treats.

And then there are
the regulars:
President's Letter
Sheriff Updates
News from our CO
Bob Harder's "Did
You Know . . ."

As I’ve mentioned in the past, we are located on the east side of Bell Horn Bay and the ice
finally went out on the afternoon of Friday, April 7 , which was nice. Two of our neighbors
and I got all of our docks and lifts put in the water by 5 p.m. the next day and I know it’s
the earliest I’ve ever had my docks in the lake. I did also manage to get my fishing boat in
the water, so I’m ready for the May 13 fishing opener.
th

th

Your lake association is getting ready for the Big Sandy Lodge sponsored 5K Run for the
Lake, which is slated for the Saturday of Memorial Day weekend. The Big Sandy Lake
Association is the beneficiary of the profits from the Run, so please consider signing up to
run and bring along your neighbors and friends.
I’m also anxiously awaiting the opening day for the Men’s Golf League at Minnesota
National Golf Course on May 4 . The restaurant opens the same day, so if you’re a golfer,
call to join a league and stay for dinner after you play. The restaurant has a new kitchen
manager, and I’m looking forward to trying some of the new menu items.
th

Be sure to mark your calendars for the BSLA Annual Meeting on June 24 , which will be
held at the Big Sandy Lake Lodge and it will begin at 10 a.m.

REQUESTED

th

BSLA members are welcome
to attend the Board of
Directors meetings, held
from 8:30 to 11 a.m. on the
2nd Saturday of each month
in the lower level at Big
Sandy Lodge.

I’m wishing you all a great spring and summer on Big Sandy and good luck in the fishing
opener.
Bruce Johnson, President, Big Sandy Lake Association
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2016
Big SandyTraining
Boat Launch
Inspection
Status Invited
AIS Awareness
in May:
BLSA Members
by Christopher Krolak, BSLA board

On May 20th, the Big Sandy Lake Association is sponsoring AIS Awareness training at 9:30 a.m. in the Northwoods
Aitkin County Soil & Water Conservation District hires and trains inspectors to monitor 4 launches on Big Sandy:
Room
at Big65
Sandy
Lodge.
training
be provided
instructors
the north
DNR of
watercraft
1)
Highway
just north
of This
Zorbaz,
2) thewill
south
side of thebyFederal
Dam,from
3) just
Hillcrestinspection
Resort, anddivision.
4)
The
training
will
provide
attendees
with
an
overview
of
the
AIS
inspection
process,
how
to
inspect
boats and
trailers
Indian Point. The inspectors are present at these launches from Friday afternoon through Sunday evening,
from
midfor
AIS,
as
well
as
how
to
identify
AIS
species.
May through Labor Day. The cost of these inspections are shared by a state grant (90%) and BSLA (10%).
For
22 boat
launches for
inspected
County
2016
(including
theAIS
fourand
on Big
Sandy), there
wereused
zero at
Thisthe
training
is intended
anyoneinonAitkin
the lake
who during
wants to
learn
more about
the inspection
process
cases
of
zebra
mussels
found,
but
a
few
boats
were
found
to
have
invasive
weeds.
In
addition
to
inspecting
boats
and
boat launches to help keep AIS out of Big Sandy. The training is especially beneficial for anyone who has a private
trailers
forthe
AIS,
these
also educate
boaters
AIS
prevention best practices.
launch on
lake,
or launch
anyoneinspectors
who is moving
their boat
from on
lake
to lake.
Ten lakes in Aitkin County were sampled for zebra mussel veligers during mid-summer. This process identifies lakes
If you’re
interested
in attending,populations
please RSVP
to Christopher
Krolak
(cjkrolak@gmail.com
or 612-991-2108).
with
established
and reproducing
of zebra
mussels. Round
Lake
(just northwest of Mille
Lacs) tested
positive
for
veligers
and
is
now
positive
for
zebra
mussels.
Round
Lake
is
the
second
lake
in
Aitkin
County
with
There is no cost to BSLA members for this training. We urge you to get involved in this important work.
confirmed zebra mussel populations (Mille Lacs was the first).
For 2017, we will have a similar level of launch monitoring and veliger screening on Big Sandy. In addition, the
BSLA is setting up
a zebra
mussel
early detection process on Big6th
Sandy.
The goal of
this for
process
is toLake
identify5K!
any
Annual
Run
the
Mark
Your
Calendars
infestation as
soon
as
possible
to
possibly
enable
area
quarantine
and
treatment.
We
will
need
volunteers
to
make
this
for the BSLA Annual Meeting
process a success. If you are willing to install detector plates on
your
to help
with
the5K,
inspections,
Join
us dock
for theorRun
for the
Lake
an annual please
event
contact Christopher Krolak (cjkrolak@gmail.com or 612-991-2108).
generously hosted by the Big Sandy Lodge & Resort
Saturday, June 24
to benefit the Big Sandy Lake Association.
11:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Spring Time
at Big Sandy Lodge
by Sheriff Scott Turner

Lake Service

Saturday, May 27th
Providers
must
Registration
begins at 9:00
a.m. be
Meet other BSLA members, hear from local celebs,
The calendar
“Spring,”
butSandy
the weather
of late has been more like winter.
permitted
Run/walk begins
at 10:00for
a.m.AIS
getsays
updates
on Big
Lakeas
issues,
Nonetheless, the ice is off of the lake, the buoys are in place, and we Register
are all likely
online through May 25th: $25
runfishing
for theseason
board,
win
thinking about the
that
is prizes,
about two weeks away. With water
Are$30.00
you planning
hire
Register same day:
(Cashtoor
Credit)
have
a itfree
lunch
— time to start talking about
temperatures still very
cold,
is once
again
using life
someone to help with your
allfloatation
in the beautiful
jackets – personal
devices setting
for thoseofwho want to be more technical.
dock, boat lift, lake water
See
http://www.bigsandylodgeandresort.com/events/
Big Sandy Lake Lodge
or boat?
Minnesota
run-for-the-lake-5k-3/
or call Big
SandyPer
Lodge
for
While we encourage the use of personal flotation devices (PFD’s)
at all times on the system,
law,
any
individual
or
business
more
information.
Even
if
you're
not
a
runner,
come
lake, it is especially important to use them when the water is cold. Immersion into
Please
us, for
andbreath
bring–the
family
cold water causes
us join
to gasp
a PFD
helps keep your head
above
whoa is
paidway
to install
and join
the water
walkers. It’s
great
to kickany
offof
thethe
and
weekend
guests!
when that involuntary reflex of gasping for air occurs- increasingsummer!
your chance of
above — and anyone who rents
survival. A PFD will also keep you afloat in the cold water, after it becomes harder to out boats used on more than one
swim as your hands, arms and legs become colder.
body of water — must be
certified for AIS awareness.
BSLA
BOARD
It is also a good time to talk once again about
stewardship.
Yes, we must all be
mindful of how what we do impacts the land, air and water. After all, those features This certification helps ensure
that AIS-infected
water-related
are
make
Big Sandy
Lake a special
place for all who choose
to make it their 651-398-9548
Brucewhat
Johnson,
President
218-426-5221
bwj4@comcast.net
John Pilney
jppilney@aol.com
equipment
is
not
installed
in
place
to live,
John Sturner,
VPwork or play.
651-356-1101
johnsturner6070@gmail.com Ann Rorem
612-219-3720 annrorem@gmail.com
Big Sandy.
BenisGisselman,
Secretary to612-987-1770
ben@gisselmanlaw.com
Russ Thompson and how218-380-4780
(no email)
It
just as important
talk about your
stewardship of the neighborhood,
your
activities
impact others
in the neighborhood.
Playing loud music late into the
Kathy Beatty,
Treasurer
651-724-3690
kathybeatty12@gmail.com
night
to
some
would
be
like
operating
a
chainsaw
at
5:00 a.m.
for others. So, before Please make sure that the
Jeff Backowski
218-426-4047
jcbackowski1@gmail.com
Liaisons
service providers you hire for
you engage in some activity, think about how if may be received by others around
Richard
Beatty
651-724-4697
rjb1946@aol.com
you. Dogs, ATVs, personal watercraft, loud music, and fireworks are some of things these services are on the
https://
that
bring people joy, but
can also takecarlsona@frontiernet.net
the joy of lake-side living
away from others if permitted list:
Jim Carlson
218-426-4256
Bill Reed
wreed4318@yahoo.com
your
responsibility
is lacking.
Mutualjanethillnew@gmail.com
respect goes a long way
in enjoying life at the webapps15.dnr.state.mn.us/
Janet Hill
(Editor)
218-259-4090
Jim Krezowski
krezco@frontiernet.net
cabin.
ais_business_training/
Naomi Hupton
612-296-1749
naomihupton@gmail.com Robert Greifzu
mcragbag@hotmail.com
lake_service_provider_permits/
As
County . . . Conflict
Free . . . and . . . Safely!
Jackalways,
Johnson enjoy Aitkin
218-820-7265
digjack39@gmail.com
public_website_list.
Christopher Krolak
612-991-2108
cjkrolak@gmail.com
Aitkin County Sheriff, 218-927-7435 Emergency 911

Fishing Opener Notes from our CO
Opportunities for Kids on Big Sandy
by Conservation Officer Amber Ladd
This Summer

Donating to BSLA the United Way
If your employer has a United Way program, you can

Spring
upon us
and soonCommunity
it will be fishing
opener!
Big Sandy will
By LisaisKruse,
McGregor
Education
Coordinator
easily donate to the BSLA! BSLA is a designated nonnot have the same fanfare as last year now that the Governor’s
profit agency recognized by the United Way, so you can
Fishing
Opener
has we
moved
butconserve
we will likely
be busy
“That in
the end
will on,
only
what still
we love;
weno select BSLA to receive your donations. The process varies
matter
whatonly
the weather
Special and
regulations
will love
what webrings.
understand;
we willremain in placeby firm, but you can usually search and select designated
on Big Sandy. As a reminder they are as follows:

understand only what we are taught.” baba dioum
non-profits by agency name, city or state. This can be
• Sunfish: Possession limit five.
leveraged whether your donation is a one-time pledge via
Big Sandy Water Institute is ready for another summer
check or through your firm’s payroll deduction process. As
• Walleye:
All less days
than 14"
or greater
must be
packed
with fun-filled
embracing
allthan
the 18"
natural
with any donation to the BSLA, this is tax-deductible and
immediately
released.
Oneever
overwish
26" allowed
in possession.
wonders
of the world.
Do you
you could
go
used to protect the lake from invasive species and other
back to your childhood
the how
water,
play in the
I often to
amsplash
asked in
about
to measure
fish. threats, and to stay engaged with local and state
dirt, turn a leaf, discover,
growsure
andyou
learn
allain
the measuring
natural government agencies.
First, make
have
good
environment? McGregor device.
Community
Education
provides
I have seen some odd ways to
this unique opportunity for our measure
youngest
learners.
A time
a fish
but make
sure it is Our 2016 Business Members
accurate.
I see
to put away the cell phones, computers,
andSometimes
tablets, turn
Please give our business members your
folks
have problems
use the “sticker” rulers that are stuck to the side of their
off the television and explore the great
outdoors
throughwhen they
patronage. They understand that the
boat
and
have
been
there
for
a
couple
of seasons. The material can warp over time, and it
environmental education and recreation. This program
well-being
of Big
Sandy
Lake
is essential
for
can
be
tough
to
measure
a
live,
slippery
walleye
against
the side
of a hot
boat. I
stimulates curiosity, awareness of one’s surroundings, and
well-being
of their
recommend
a solid
measuring the
device
like the one shown
here. business.
It has a 90-degree bend at the
allows for infinite wonder and imagination.
While
kids
end to hold the fish’s mouth up to. A+ Auto Body
are tapping into all of their senses through environmental
Aardvark Septic
they
are also
to be your PFDs!
Aeducation
few other and
notesrecreation,
with fishing
opener
uponlearning
us. Remember
Make sure they are in good condition and that you have
American
Legion Post
23 cable connections.
stewards
their own
environment.
better way
to check your
enough
for of
everyone
on the
boat as well What
as a throwable.
Also,
fire extinguisher
and battery
Aspen Realty, Inc
ensure the future sustainability and enjoyment of our
One
final
thing,
AIS
is
still
a
HUGE
problem
in
MN
lakes!
Do
your
part!
Clean,
Dry! The smallest amounts of water can
natural resources!
Bann's
BarDrain,
& Restaurant
transport the microscopic juvenile zebra mussels, so pull your plugs, drain your live wells, remove all vegetation, and do not
Big Sandy Camp & Retreat Ctr
transport your live bait in lake water. Instead, transfer bait to a container with non-lake water, or dispose of it at the access in the
Summer 2017 programming will kick off with Wild
Catholic
Youth
Camps
provided areas. Once bait that is in water has been on a lake, it is assumed
that water
is lake
water.
Encounters Family Fun Day at Rice Lake National
Christian Realty North
Wildlife
Refuge on
June 9,AIS
starting
9:00 a.m.
DNR
Enforcement
willFriday,
be conducting
checkatstations
throughout the state this summer and will be utilizing a location near
Dive Guys Aquatic Weed Removal
Big
Sandy
to help stopfor
thethe
spread
of Aquatic
Invasive
There
is something
entire
family that
day!Species. If you have questions or comments feel free to contact me. Have
EyeCare Center of McGregor
a great summer and boat safely!
Floe International
Day classes take place Monday - Friday, June 26 - 29;
CO Amber Ladd #553, MN DNR Enforcement (McGregor).
Grand Timber Bank
July 10 - 13; July 17 - 20; and July 25 -28. Classes start at
Email: amber.ladd@state.mn.us, Cell: 218-429-2021
TIP: 800-652-9093 or #TIP from your cell phone.
Independent School District #4
9:30 a.m. and end at 3:00 p.m. Watch for the BSWI
Lake Country Power
brochure to arrive in your mailbox the middle of May. Get
Brian
Herbranson/BSLA
Memorial
Highway
Cleanup
registered soon! Classes range from ages 7 on up,
Light Publications Satellite Office
depending
on the29,
activity,
McGregor Lanes
On
Saturday April
2017, and are open to all children.
Transportation
provided — and most classes are FREE!
we
had a beautifulismorning
McGregor Realty & Property Mgmt
and a great turnout for our
Meyer's Service Center
In addition
to cleanup
the life-long learning adventures that take
annual
highway
Minnesota National Golf
along
14 with
from BSWI, watch for more information
placehighway
for youth
Nistler Plumbing & Heating
Sather’s
the Prairie River.
on adulttoprogramming
and family trips to include art
Peat Inc.
More
thanon
30Raspberry
volunteers Island, Target Field sustainability
classes
showed
up
to
help
and
honor
Tamarack Pest Control
class/MN Twins game, Triathlon, 5k’s, golf lessons and
our friend and former Board
Thrifty White Pharmacy
so much more!
Member, Brian Herbranson.
Voyageur Press
The good news is we had
Live,
Laugh
and
through Community Education!
Willey's Marine
less
trash
to pick
upLearn
this year
Forinmore
information,
contact Lisa Kruse at
Willey's Sports Shop & Spirits
than
year’s
past! Thanks
218-768-5133
or
find
us
at
www.mcgregor.k12.mn.us
or
to all for another great
Yellowstone Log Homes
Like McGregor
Community Education on Facebook.
annual
event.
Zorbaz on Big Zandy
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AIS Awareness
in May:
BLSA Members
by Christopher Krolak, BSLA board

On May 20th, the Big Sandy Lake Association is sponsoring AIS Awareness training at 9:30 a.m. in the Northwoods
Aitkin County Soil & Water Conservation District hires and trains inspectors to monitor 4 launches on Big Sandy:
Room
at Big65
Sandy
Lodge.
training
be provided
instructors
the north
DNR of
watercraft
1)
Highway
just north
of This
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2) thewill
south
side of thebyFederal
Dam,from
3) just
Hillcrestinspection
Resort, anddivision.
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The
training
will
provide
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with
an
overview
of
the
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inspection
process,
how
to
inspect
boats and
trailers
Indian Point. The inspectors are present at these launches from Friday afternoon through Sunday evening,
from
midfor
AIS,
as
well
as
how
to
identify
AIS
species.
May through Labor Day. The cost of these inspections are shared by a state grant (90%) and BSLA (10%).
For
22 boat
launches for
inspected
County
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(including
theAIS
fourand
on Big
Sandy), there
wereused
zero at
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training
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anyoneinonAitkin
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who during
wants to
learn
more about
the inspection
process
cases
of
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found,
but
a
few
boats
were
found
to
have
invasive
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In
addition
to
inspecting
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and
boat launches to help keep AIS out of Big Sandy. The training is especially beneficial for anyone who has a private
trailers
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AIS,
these
also educate
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prevention best practices.
launch on
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who is moving
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from on
lake
to lake.
Ten lakes in Aitkin County were sampled for zebra mussel veligers during mid-summer. This process identifies lakes
If you’re
interested
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or 612-991-2108).
with
established
and reproducing
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(just northwest of Mille
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for
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and
is
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Round
Lake
is
the
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with
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and
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will
need
volunteers
to
make
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for the BSLA Annual Meeting
process a success. If you are willing to install detector plates on
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with
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Join
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Did You Know?
By Robert O. Harder

Did you know the old "ranger tower" adjacent to the
Shamrock Town Hall & tennis courts along Bell Horn
Bay (on County 14) is listed on the National Historic
Lookout Registry?
Sometimes familiarity can reduce the exceptional to
ordinary commonplace. Like the proverbial Brooklynites
who no longer notice the Statue of Liberty, we long-time
Sandy Lakers, with our daily trips up and down the Park
Road, barely glance anymore in the direction of the tower,
the structure having seemingly
gotten lost in the red pine forest
surrounding it--both figuratively
and literally. Perhaps, while we
are enduring yet another of our
typically long Minnesota winters,
we might spare a few moments to
refresh our memories about what
is truly a local treasure--Big Sandy
Lake Fire Tower, US#65, MN#3.
Aided by the records of retired
MN DNR District Forester &
BSLA member, Larry Bunge, a
brief history of the tower follows.
In September, 1932, Ranger P.W.
Swedberg of Moose Lake, MN
received orders from Mr. Grover
Conzet, Director, State of MN
Division of Forestry, to erect a
new metal lookout tower
(structure type specified as a "4
post step") at Sandy Lake to
replace the aging, smaller wood
tower then in place. A Mr.
Anderson of Hill City was to
arrange transport of building
materials from the supplier, the
Pittsburg-Des Moines Company
(Sandy Lake's tower would be one
of the few they manufactured) and to arrange for "relief
labor" from Sandy Lake's "E.C.W. camp" (the original
acronym for the Depression-era Emergency Work Act,
which later became the C.C.C., or Civilian Conservation
Corps). Mr. Conzet stipulated that "extra heavy corners"
should be installed as "this sets on top of the hill and is the
most exposed of any tower we have. There will not be
much of it in the ground on account of the slope, so . . . an
extra yard of cement to each corner would be well."
Work began in early 1933 after steel and materials arrived
and weather permitted, with Mr. Harold Schupple "in
charge of all [CCC labor and] construction."

On May 19, 1933, at a total cost of $1,020, the new 94'
high steel tower was declared completed on the Forest
Service's 10-acre hill site. With 112 "treads" (steps) and
14 landings, its "crows-nest" or metal/glass cab measured
7' X 7' and was fully outfitted with all the latest equipment
to make observations and take sight bearings to
specifically locate and fight forest fires in coordination
with other nearby north-central Minnesota Forest Service
towers. After six decades of faithful service, it was
restored in 1992-93. The fire tower is still actively in use.
It was during the 1980s and early 90s that Larry Bunge's
historical interest in "his" tower became thoroughly
piqued. That involvement led to Larry nominating the
facility for listing on the Historic Registry, which was
officially awarded in 1993.
Larry further informs us that
over the years the DNR has "let
go" portions of its 10 acre trust
allotment in Section 16 to be
used for certain local purposes.
These included land ceded to
the local school district for
construction of the Bell Horn
Bay elementary school (circa
1930s to late 50s) and sufficient
square footage for Shamrock
Township to construct a hall
and storage buildings. A
portion of the land ceded to
Shamrock Township was also
converted into tennis courts.
We can be grateful to Larry
Bunge for taking the initiative
in securing a historic registry
designation for one of our lake's
most prominent landmarks,
ensuring its protection and
preservation.
[Author's note: Many thanks to
Larry Bunge for his invaluable
assistance in preparing this
article. This column first appeared in the February, 2011
issue of the BSLA newsletter.]
Update: Last year, BSLA president Bruce Johnson
contacted the DNR about the deteriorating condition
of the fire tower. As a result, the DNR has repaired the
steps and windows, and improved the path leading to
the tower.
However, continued vandalism will not be tolerated:
the DNR will not continue to repair the tower if abuses
continue. If you witness vandalism, please call 911.

Fishery Update

by Rick Bruesewitz, DNR Fisheries-Aitkin
Hello again, Big Sandy Lake Association! It was a very busy year for DNR staff at Big Sandy Lake last season.
Between the 3 different population surveys and then the creel, we spent a lot of time collecting information. Here’s a
short summary of what we found:
• We estimated about 20,000 walleyes over 12 inches in the spring, with about half of those over 14 inches.
• Exploitation rates for fish in the 14-18 inch slot were still rather high, but not unusual for that type of regulation.
• Female walleye spawning stock biomass was still around ½ pound per acre, which is still rather low; however,
spawning in general was observed around more of the lake than we had seen in 2000 or 2009. With more habitat
being used, the likelihood of a good hatch is always improved. The Sandy River run was also looking good, with
generally larger/older fish making use of the spawning areas there.
• Fall electrofishing showed another OK year class for 2016, but those 2015s looked outstanding! In general, the year
classes produced since the regulations were implemented appear to be stronger than prior. This is likely related to the
protection of the spawners.
• Fishing effort was down last year by about 30% from 2001, and recreational boating exceeded fishing, especially in
July and August.
• Angling catch rates for walleye were very high this summer (highest observed), although harvest rates were low due
to the regulation protecting the smaller fish. Catch rates for fish over 14” were higher than seen in 2001.
• Summer assessment gill net catch rates for walleye were the highest we’ve seen for
quite some time at 8.8/net. Much of the catch was from the very strong 2013 and 2015
year classes. The 2013s were mostly 11-13 inchers last summer, and some of the faster
growing 2013s were starting to grow past 14 inches already by fall. I would expect
most of them to be into the harvest slot by the end of this coming summer. This is the
first really strong year class that has been exposed to the new regulations. The 2015
year class would then recruit to the fishery two years later.
• The early July rainstorm last summer resulted in very poor water quality in the Sandy
River, similar to 2012. Within a week or so after the storm, the river was basically devoid
of oxygen, which emptied into Davis Bay and resulted in most fish being pushed out of the bay by the end of July.
Luckily the storm did not affect the Prairie River system as much, and so the tullibee in Bill Horn Bay survived very
well last summer. By fall, water quality had improved and we observed fish in all nets, including in Davis Bay.
• Tullibee catches in the nets increased to more normal levels again.
• Northern Pike numbers were down again, although the size looks a bit better. This makes things a bit easier when
managing for walleye.
• Black Crappie, which are driven by sporadic good year classes, were down a bit too, although still higher than
average, especially for fish over 10 inches. The 2012 year class (now about 10 inches) and the 2015 year class (5
inchers) each look pretty good. One thing to remember is that it is very likely that as walleye numbers increase,
overall crappie numbers will go down. While summer crappie fishing is fairly low level, the winter may have more
of an influence on the population, and so we will be looking into the winter fishery a bit more in the future.
• Channel Catfish were observed in our survey for the first time. It is likely that they will continue to expand their
range and will likely establish populations in all of the waters connected to Big Sandy. For those that have not had
any experience with catfish, they are one of the most popular gamefish in the U.S. and are very good table fair. They
are also exceptionally strong fighters when you do hook one.
• I had originally planned for creel surveys in 2017 and 2020, but due to future budget issues I decided to use funding I
had already received for another set of lakes in 2016 to conduct the creel survey on Big Sandy. As it turns out, that
was a pretty good idea since there were very few creel surveys funded from the Game and Fish Fund for this year.
And things are looking even worse for 2018. Without the license fee increase we are will likely have to back off
from special projects, and eventually even core programs will be reduced.
• We will be having a special public meeting in 2018 to review the regulation. In the meantime, things look pretty
good.
Take care, enjoy the resource, and this year let’s get that rain thing taken care of in the spring rather than mid-summer!

